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The  buzz  about  cell  phones  in  Noe  Valley  is  that  no  one  service  provider  is  perfect.  But 
according  to  the  results  of  a  Voice  survey,  Verizon  Wireless  may  be  your  best  bet  for  overall 
quality.  Shown  testing  their  equipment  in  front  of  Ladybug  Ladybug  on  24th  Street  are  (left 
to  right)  Orlondo  Escobosa,  Shawn  Brennan,  and  Ali  Gause.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Clear  Winner 
In  Cell  Survey 

Customers  Talk  Up  Verizon 

By  Kate  Volkman 

Who’s  got  the  best  cell  phone  service 
in  Noe  Valley?  That’s  what  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice  set  out  to  uncover  last  month 
by  conducting  an  informal  poll  of  mobile 
phone  users  on  24th  Street. 

On  a  partly  sunny  weekend  in  January, 
we  stopped  pedestrians — with  or  without 
phones  in  their  hands — and  asked  them 
about  their  overall  satisfaction  with  their 
service  provider,  as  well  as  the  gritty  de¬ 
tails  of  their  coverage,  dropped  calls,  cus¬ 
tomer  service,  and  rates. 

While  the  results  are  in  no  way  scien¬ 
tific,  one  cell  phone  service  provider  stood 
out  from  the  rest:  Verizon  Wireless.  Across 
the  board,  that  company’s  customers 
seemed  the  happiest.  To  find  out  why, 
take  a  look  at  some  of  the  comments  made 
by  the  other  respondents  in  our  survey. 

Are  You  Satisfied  with  Your  Cell 
Phone  Service? 

The  Voice  interviewed  a  total  of  35  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  breakdown  of  service  pro- 

Noe  Valley 
Opens  Hearts 
And  Wallets  for 
Tsunami  Victims 

By  Olivia  Boler 

The  Dec.  26,  2004,  tsunami  that  killed 
upwards  of  250,000  men,  women, 
and  children  in  South  Asia  and  Africa  was 
one  of  the  worst  natural  disasters  in 
recorded  history.  In  the  weeks  and 
months  following  the  event,  Noe  Valley, 
like  so  many  communities  around  the 
world,  took  up  the  cause  of  sending  relief 
to  victims  and  survivors  of  the  tragedy. 

In  mid-January,  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  San  Francisco  Live  Arts,  and  Shad- 
owLight  Productions  put  on  a  benefit  that 
raised  close  to  $5,000  for  victims  in  In¬ 
donesia.  The  donations  they  collected 
were  passed  on  to  two  local  Indonesian 
organizations:  Wahli,  the  Indonesian 
Friends  of  the  Earth;  and  IDEP,  a  sus¬ 
tainable-living  organization.  “These  two 
groups  are  first-responders,  and  their  aid 
is  given  directly  to  the  people,”  says  Larry 
Reed,  who  helped  coordinate  the  event. 

For  those  who  missed  out  on  the  ben¬ 
efit,  Reed  encourages  donations  through 
the  Tides  Foundation,  a  nonprofit  that  has 
set  up  a  special  relief  fund  for  the  hard¬ 
est-hit  Indonesian  tsunami  victims 
(www.tidesfoundation  .org ). 

On  Tuesday,  Feb.  15,  from  6  to  8  p.m., 
the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  along  with  the 
Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association  and  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers 
Market,  will  continue  the  fundraising  ef¬ 
fort  with  a  tsunami  benefit  at  24th  Street’s 
Bliss  Bar. 

“From  Noe  Valley  With  Love”  was 


viders  within  that  group  speaks  volumes 
about  the  neighborhood’s  preferences. 
We  had  nine  Verizon  customers,  nine 
AT&T/Cingular,  seven  Sprint,  four  T- 
Mobile,  three  Metro  PCS,  two  Nextel, 
and  one  lone  caller  with  Working  Assets. 

When  asked  about  their  overall  satis¬ 
faction,  the  Verizon  people  offered  the 


originally  scheduled  as  a  fundraiser  for 
the  Noe  Valley  Library,  but  “after  the 
tsunami,  people  kept  asking,  ‘What  can 
we  do?”’  says  event  organizer  and 
Friends  member  Richard  May.  “So  we 
switched  our  plans.  A  lot  of  people  felt  it 
was  really  important  that  we  as  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  do  something  for  tsunami  relief 
because  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
were  killed,  there  are  millions  of  families 
and  friends  affected  by  the  loss,  and  the 
rebuilding  will  go  on  for  years.” 


best  reviews  and  the  fewest  complaints. 
“Fine”  and  “good”  were  the  words  they 
used  to  describe  their  service. 

AT&T/Cingular  and  Sprint  tied  for 
second,  with  an  equal  number  of  good 
and  bad  reviews.  Metro  PCS  users 
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Proceeds  from  the  event  will  go  to  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  will  be  ear¬ 
marked  for  victims  of  the  Indian  Ocean 
disaster.  Along  with  hors  d’oeuvres  and  a 
no-host  bar,  the  benefit  will  feature  a  live- 
bid  auction,  with  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty 
playing  the  part  of  celebrity  auctioneer. 
Items  for  auction  will  be  provided  by 
members  of  the  Merchants  Association, 
according  to  President  Carol  Yenne. 

In  the  meantime,  anyone  who  wants  to 
reserve  a  spot  for  the  benefit  can  sign  up 


Real  Food  Trial 
Set  for  March  21 

Long-Delayed  Construction 
Work  Begins 

By  Liz  Highleyman 

Construction  work  has  finally  gotten 
under  way  at  the  Real  Food  Com¬ 
pany  store  on  24th  Street,  but  a  legal  bat¬ 
tle  continues  to  rage  over  the  firing  of 
nearly  30  workers  in  late  August  2003, 
when  Real  Food’s  parent  company,  Utah- 
based  Nutraceutical  Corporation,  abruptly 
closed  the  store. 

As  reported  in  the  Rumors  column  in 
the  December  issue  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  (NLRB)  issued  a  complaint  against 
Nutraceutical  on  Nov.  26  concerning 
multiple  charges  of  unfair  labor  prac¬ 
tices.  According  to  NLRB  deputy  re¬ 
gional  attorney  Olivia  Garcia,  the  board 
found  “sufficient  evidence”  that  Nu¬ 
traceutical  pressured  employees  not  to  or¬ 
ganize,  threatened  workers  with  loss  of 
their  jobs,  and  closed  the  24th  Street  store 
when  it  learned  employees  were  attempt- 
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at  Small  Frys  (4066  24th  Street),  Yenne’s 
shop.  Donations,  from  checks  made  out  to 
the  American  Red  Cross  to  loose  pocket 
change,  can  also  be  made  there,  as  well 
as  at  several  shops  along  the  24th  Street 
corridor,  including  Just  for  Fun,  Martha  & 
Bros.,  Tully’s  Coffee,  See  Jane  Run,  Star¬ 
bucks,  La  Coterie,  Forbeadin,  and  the 
Dubliner.  There’s  also  a  table  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Farmers’  Market,  held  Saturday 
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This  group  of  representatives  from  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  Association,  the  Farmers’  Market,  and  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  is  pleased  to 
invite  you  to  a  benefit  for  tsunami  victims  on  Feb.  15  at  Bliss  Bar.  From  left  to  right  are  Bill  Yenne,  Carol  Yenne,  Elizabeth  Crane,  Patrick  Monk, 
Richard  May  (behind  Patrick),  Paula  Benton,  Mary  Scheib,  and  Cathy  Scharetg  (far  right).  The  cute  poster  kids  are  Michael  and  Philip  Raucci. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Organizing  Systems  for  closets,  pantry 
home  office,  garage  or  any  storage  area. 
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High  School  Sweethearts.  Alana  Levinson  and  Teddy  Conrad  enjoy  their  strolls  on  24th  Street  and  are  making  plans  to  deal  with  the  fact  that  Valentine’s  Day  is  on  a 
school  night  this  year.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


■  DESIGN  SOLUTIONS  is  a  full-service  firm  specializing  in 
residential  and  commercial  design. 

■  Licensed  Architects,  Engineers,  General  Contractors  and 
Certified  Interior  Designers. 

■  Document  phase  working  with  San  Francisco  Planning 
and  Building  Departments. 

■  Construction  management  service  and  project  coordination. 

■  Construction  services  from  start  to  finish. 

■  Quality  custom  cabinetry  for  kitchen,  bath,  home  office 
and  entertainment  systems. 

■  Interior  Design  and  Home  Furnishings.  Furniture  for  home, 
bath  and  kitchen  fixtures,  color  selection,  wall  treatments 
and  draperies. 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 


4291  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco 
Phone:  415.648.6561  ■  Fax:  415.643.8572 
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COLDWELL  BANKER 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LOMBARD 

1906  "The  Founding  Office"  2005 


Carren  &  Earl  Shagley 


Naomi  Glass 


Nina  Style  Judie  Wertheimer 


Nathan  Churchill 


Lauren  Lai 


Jung  Jo 


Andrew  Halpern 


Nel  Leal 


Margret  Maker 


Christian  Lindgren 


Emma  Aslanian 


Connie  Lee 


Nancy  Frank  Katharine  Holland  ’  Honey  Brooks  Bernard  Pizzoli  &  Terry  Rodriguez  Marco  Martinelli 


MARK  BEST, 

Managing  Broker 


Peter  Fisler 


Steve  Wille 


Adam  Hagen 


1801  Lombard  Street 
41 5.447.8800 

com 


oves. 


COLDUUeLL 
BANKER  □ 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 
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Markets 


Fresh  Organic 
Fuji  or  Braeburn 
Apples 


Fresh  \ 

Organic 

Mangoes 


^rffor 

With  CLUB  Buy  2  Save  1.98  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .80  per  lb.  or  More 


Fresh  Juicy  Organic 
Mineola  or  Honey 
Tangerines 


Fresh  Sweet 

Organic 

Blueberries 


Fresh  Large 

Organic 

Artichokes 


■  ea. 
With  CLUB  Save  2.00  each  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .60  per  lb.  or  More 


With  CLUB  Buy  3  Save  1.07  or  More 


With  CLUB  Buy  2  Save  1.58  or  More 


Fresh 

Organic 

Grapefruit 


Earth  Greens  Fresh  Organic  Q  Q 
Broccoli  and  Carrots,  2  77 

Broccoli  Florets  or  Slaw  § 

12  “■  ea. 

With  CLUB  Save  .60  each  or  More 


Fresh  Large 
Organic 
D’Anjou  Pears 


Fresh  Organic 
Cello  Bagged 
Carrots 

16  oz. 


^  ^  ea. 

With  CLUB  Save  .40  each  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .70  each  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .60  per  lb.  or  More 


ISSWWf 


Fresh  Organic 
Baby  Peeled 
Carrots 

16  oz. 


Fresh  Organic 
■  .  Granny  Smith 
fe  Apples 


Fresh  Organic 
Red  Garnet 
Yams  . 


Fresh  Organic  A  Q 

Russet 

Potatoes 

bag  ^ 

With  CLUB  Save  .50  each  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .50  each  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .70  per  lb.  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .30  per  lb.  or  More 


ORGANIC 
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Fresh  Organic 
Garden  Salad 
Mix 


Horizon 
Organic 
Large  Eggs 

1  Dozen  ctn. 


With  CLUB  Save  .80  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  3.00  per  lb.  or  More 


Organic 


5%  aoucBfM 


Fresh  Organic 

Grape 

Tomatoes 

■iCmM  12  02.  ctn. 


Clover 

Natural 

Yogurt 

Selected  Varieties 
8  oz.  cup 


Fresh  Organic 

Russet 

Potatoes 


Clover  Certified 
Organic 


Selected  Varieties 
64  oz.  ctn. 


With  CLUB  Buy  4  Save  1.76  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .60  per  lb.  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  1.00  or  More 


MUkfsat 

Grades 

Culture*! 

kw&t 


Cuilursa 


Clover 

Natural 

Buttermilk 

32  oz.  ctn. 


Clover 
Natural 
Sour  Cream 

Selected  Varieties 
16  oz.  cup 


Earth  Greens 
Baby  Spinach  or 
Spring  Salad  Mix 


'  C  Fresh 
i|§  Organic 
If  Avocados 


-A-  ea. 

With  CLUB  Save  .40  each  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .30  or  More 


With  CLUB  Buy  2  Save  .98  or  More 


With  CLUB  Buy  2  Save  .98  or  More 


rkOVER 


irORNETTA 


V-OVER 


gORNETTA 


^  '6  Ft  OZ  (PINT)  (ABS) 

Clover 
Natural 
Cottage  Cheese 

Selected  Varieties 

16  oz.  cup  ‘ 


Fresh 

Organic 

Bananas 


Clover  Certified 
Organic 
Half  and  Half 


Fresh  Juicy  Organic 
Pink  Lady 
Apples 


With  CLUB  Save  .70  or  More 


With  CLUB  Save  .60  per  lb.  or  More 


Prices  Effective  8:00  am.,Tuesday 
February  1  thru  February  15,  2005 


illfORNIft 


V.GA  (V/c 


VN^  SPR,/VC  4f/+\ 
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ZEPHYR 


REAL  ESTATE 


4040  24th  Street  •  Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707  •  www.zephyrsf.com 

2 1 5  West  Portal  Ave.  •  4 1 5.73 1 .5000  4200  1 7th  St.  •  4 1 5.552.9500  3 1 8  Brannan  St.  •  4 1 5.905.0250 
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Rating  the  Local 
Cell  Phone  Providers 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

thought  their  service  was  just  okay,  while 
T-Mobile  users  seemed  a  bit  more  posi¬ 
tive.  The  two  Nextel  customers  were  very 
unhappy  with  their  service,  as  was  the  one 
Working  Assets  customer. 

What  About  Dropped  Calls? 

Most  customers  across  all  service 
providers  complained  of  bad  reception 
and  dropped  calls  in  the  same  areas  of 
Noe  Valley. 

Sprint  customer  Holly  Gutierrez  said, 
“There’s  the  infamous  drop-out  in  Bell 
Market.”  Crystal  Mosqueda,  a  Metro  PCS 
customer,  agreed,  saying  she  gets  bad  re¬ 
ception  in  the  cold  areas  of  Bell,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  meat  department.  Others  re¬ 
ported  dropped  calls  along  Church  Street 
between  23rd  and  Cesar  Chavez  streets. 

The  Verizon  customers  generally  said 
they  had  no  problems  with  dropped  calls. 
However,  Verizon  user  Jane  Sheehan, 
who  visits  her  girlfriend  in  Diamond 
Heights,  has  encountered  spotty  coverage 
by  Addison  Park. 

Minerva  Walsti,  who  rides  the  48  Muni 
bus  to  pick  up  her  brother  from  St. 
Philip’s  School,  said  there’s  a  point  just 
this  side  of  Twin  Peaks  where  her  signal 
drops.  A  former  Verizon  customer.  Shan¬ 
non  Schwartz,  complained  about  receiv¬ 
ing  roaming  charges  near  the  corner  of 
Castro  and  Market  streets.  (“Roaming” 
means  traveling  outside  your  cell  phone 
plan’s  prescribed  area.)  She  switched  to 
Cingular,  but  she’s  still  not  happy. 

Other  AT&T/Cingular  customers  re¬ 
ported  overall  good  coverage,  but  several 
complained  that  they  couldn't  get  good 
reception  in  their  homes.  Residences 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  941 1 4 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue_green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


www.episodesalon.com 


ranged  from  Diamond  and  23rd  streets  to 
Sanchez  and  24th. 

In  addition  to  the  Church  Street  corri¬ 
dor,  customers  experienced  dropped  calls 
on  the  24-Divisadero  bus  where  Castro 
Street  becomes  Divisadero,  and  on  Pine 
Street  in  Pacific  Heights. 

Verizon  customer  John  Friedman  re¬ 
ported  that  he  and  a  friend  who  has  Cin¬ 
gular  tested  their  mobile  phone  reception 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  the  other  day. 
He  said  he  could  receive  a  signal,  while 
she  could  not. 

Sprint  users  said  they  experienced 
spotty  coverage  all  over,  but  especially 
along  24th  Street.  Victor  Toman,  a  drama 
teacher  at  San  Francisco  School  of  the 
Arts,  thinks. cold  temperatures  might  ex¬ 
plain  his  poor  reception,  or  “there’s  some¬ 
thing  in  the  air  that  affects  coverage,  and 
the  signal  morphs.” 

T-Mobile  customers  also  reported 
problems  along  24th  Street,  especially  in 
front  Martha  &  Bros.  Coffee.  Rudy,  who 
is  a  regular  at  Martha's  on  Saturday  morn¬ 
ings,  recalled  a  recent  day  when  he  took 
a  run  around  the  neighborhood  while  ex¬ 
pecting  a  call.  It  never  came  through,  al¬ 
though  he  later  learned  that  the  caller  had 
tried  to  reach  him  a  number  of  times.  He 
also  said  reception  in  his  apartment  var¬ 
ied  from  room  to  room.  “In  my  living 
room  I  can  use  my  phone,  but  in  my 
kitchen  I  can’t.  I’ll  say,  ‘Hold  on,  Mom. 
Let  me  go  back  to  the  living  room.’” 

The  Metro  PCS  customers  reported 
bad  coverage  in  general.  One  said  she  has 
good  reception  in  Noe,  but  nowhere  else 
in  the  city.  Maybe  that’s  because  Metro 
PCS  is  purely  a  local  provider,  and  our  in¬ 
terviewee’s  coverage  area  is  limited  to  the 
Bay  Area.  The  furthest  places  her  phone 
reaches  are  Pittsburg,  Modesto,  San  Jose, 
and  Santa  Rosa. 

Nextel  customers  claimed  everything 
about  their  service  was  "horrible,”  and 


that  it  was  expensive,  too.  (But  keep  in 
mind  we  only  talked  to  two  users.) 

Customer  Service  Makes  a 
Big  Difference 

Our  single  Working  Assets  customer, 
Candice  Smith,  said  she  plans  to  switch 
providers  when  her  contract  is  up.  “I  got 
it  because  they  give  10  percent  of  their 
money  to  nonprofits,  but  it  ended  up  be¬ 
ing  way  too  expensive.  They  didn’t  ex¬ 
plain  to  us  the  hours  you  could  use  it,  and 
how  many  hours.  So  1  got  the  bill  and  it 
was  $260,  and  they  would  not  take  a  pay¬ 
ment  plan... because  I  couldn’t  afford  to 
give  the  money  up  front.  So  two  more 
months  they  gave  us  to  terminate.  I’ve 
had  it  for  almost  a  year,  and  I’ve  used  it 
10  times.” 

At  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum,  Ver¬ 
izon  customers  think  their  customer  ser¬ 
vice  is  outstanding.  Jane  Sheehan  said  she 
is  especially  happy  when  she  compares 
it  to  AT&T/Cingular.  She  explained,  “I 
asked  [AT&T]  to  re-rate  me  because  I 
kept  going  over  in  my  minutes,  so  they 
gave  me  a  new  rate  price  which  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit  more  monthly,  but  they  assured  me 
for  the  third  time,  for  the  third  re -rate,  that 
it  would  completely  cover  all  of  my  costs, 
and  that  I  wouldn’t  go  over.  The  next  bill 
I  got  was  another  $500.” 

Other  AT&T/Cingular  customers,  as 
well  as  those  using  Metro  PCS  and  T-Mo¬ 
bile,  all  said  they  were  happy  with  their 
customer  service.  Two  customers  had 
bum  phones,  one  from  AT&T  and  one 
from  T-Mobile.  But  both  reported  the 
phones  were  replaced  easily,  which  made 
them  look  favorably  upon  their  providers. 

Sprint  customer  Gabriel  Maltos  is 
thrilled  with  the  service  he  receives.  He 
especially  appreciates  the  personalized 
service  at  the  Sprint  PCS  store  on  Castro 
near  Market.  He  said  the  customer  service 
representative  there  gave  him  a  good  tip: 


Once  a  year,  take  your  phone  to  a  store  to 
be  charged  and  upgraded  for  the  new  ser¬ 
vice  areas.  The  rep  also  informed  Maltos 
of  an  upcoming  sale  on  a  phone  he 
planned  to  purchase.  And  Maltos  reports 
that  Sprint  leaves  him  a  text  message  no¬ 
tifying  him  when  he  is  close  to  using  up 
all  of  his  peak  minutes. 

Talk  About  Plans,  Prices, 
and  Minutes 

Rates  varied  among  service  providers, 
and  among  customers  of  the  same  service 
provider.  Here  are  a  few  examples. 

■  One  Verizon  customer  paid  $60  per 
month  for  800  minutes.  Another  paid  $45 
for  600  minutes.  Two  AT&T/Cingular 
customers  paid  $39  for  1,000  minutes, 
while  another  paid  $49  for  1 , 1 50  minutes. 

A  Metro  PCS  customer  paid  a  flat  rate 
of  $60  for  unlimited  minutes  locally,  as 
well  as  an  additional  flat  rate  of  $4  for  text 
messaging  and  $3  for  long-distance  calls. 
One  Sprint  customer  said  he  paid  $39  for 
375  minutes,  while  another  customer  paid 
$34  for  1,000  minutes. 

Holly  Gutierrez  surmised,  “With  so 
much  competition  these  days,  it’s  no 
wonder  the  rates  are  so  varied.” 

Both  AT&T/Cingular  and  Verizon  cus¬ 
tomers  commented  on  how  much  they  re¬ 
lied  upon  free  unlimited  in-network  calls. 
That  simply  means  that  when  they  make 
calls  to  friends  or  family  members  who 
have  their  same  service  provider,  the  min¬ 
utes  are  free. 

Amy  Gray  said  this  was  the  main  reason 
she  signed  on  with  Verizon.  “My  whole 
family  uses  Verizon.  I  can  randomly  call 
my  sister  during  the  day  for  a  half-hour, 
and  it’s  no  big  deal.  I  can  call  my  mom, 
and  we  can  rap  as  long  as  we  want.”  □ 


Cal-bay  builders 


Lynn  Odvody 

415.641.7600 


Lynn  @  Cal-BayBuiiders.com 

Lie.  N°  653284 


Kris  Spangler,  MA,  MFT 

fresh 


Licensed  Marriage  Psychotherapy 

and  Family  Therapist 
working  with  children, 
couples,  and  individual 
adults  in  Noe  Valley 


Call  835-2133 


Specializing  in: 

A  mindfullness-based  approach 
Working  with  depression/anxiety 
Building  self-confidence 
Alternative  sexualities/gender 
HealiQg  from  trauma 
Domestic  violence  survival 
Children  of  divorced  parents 


New  Construction  and  Complete  Renovation 


mind.  body.  self,  spirit,  culture,  dreams. 


Salon  &  Spa 


We  Use 

Vidal  Sassoon  Techniques 

Specializing  in  Japanese 
Thermal  Reconditioning  and 
Highlights  &  Lowlights 

415.641.1138 

1360  Church  St. 
between  Clipper  and  26th  St. 

Open  6  days  a  week  - 
closed  Monday 


r 


Mention  this  Ad 
for  20%  Off  All  Services 
New  Clients  Only 
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Now  Open 

26th  &  Guerrero  Market 


Quality  selection  of 
Domestic  and  Imported  Wines 
Beer  and  Spirits 
Natural,  Organic  Products 
Fruits  and  Vegetables 
Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 

Your  Neighborhood  Grocery  Store 

1400  Guerreo  Street  at  26th  Street 
415-282-6274 

Open  Every  Day! 


we  are  as,  meticulous  as  you  are! 

►I/WCY  BOWS  PallAstll A,Q 

Womaui-owyied  §  operated 
27-  years'  experience 
interior  exterior  expert  painting 
Color  consultations 
Lead  education  and  detection 
Licensed  and  Insured 

41 5-864-7400 


•  O'  Greenberg's  Pub  • 


Celebrating  our  2 2nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  comer  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 


We  specialize  in  making  creative  use  of  any  outdoor  space. 
Our  master  stoneworkers  construct  fountains,  patks,  ponds 
&  retaining  walls.  Fine  construction  of  trellises,  arkors, 
decks  &  furniture  coupled  witk  unique  plant  selection  can 
turn  your  outdoor  space,  wketker  large  or 
small,  into  an  wonderful  extension  of  your 
kome.  We  also  offer  irrigation,  ligkting, 
maintenance  and  arkorist  services. 

Visit  our  skowroom  and  retail  store  at 
824  Valencia  St.,  log  on  to  paxtongate.com, 
or  call  us  at  415-824-1872. 

LIC  #825875 


Featuring 
Direct  TV 
on  six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


See  all  NFL 
Games 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


Paxton  Gate 

Exceptional  Gardens 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 


tetxiu 
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Noe  Valley  residents  held  their  breath  last  month,  as  they  saw  workmen,  dust,  and  other 
signs  of  activity  in  the  long-vacant  Real  Food  building  on  24th  Street.  Photo  by  Liz  Highleyman 


Construction  Starts 
As  Real  Food  Trial 
Looms 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

ing  to  bring  in  a  union. 

But  the  parties  in  the  dispute  disagree 
about  what  the  complaint  means. 

“It’s  welcome  news,”  said  Kim 
Rohrbach,  a  former  Real  Food  employee. 
“In  plain  English,  [the  board  found]  there 
was  union-busting  going  on.” 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  Nutraceutical 
Corporation,  Stephen  Hirschfeld  of  the 
labor  law  firm  Curiale,  Dellaverson, 
Hirschfeld  &  Kramer  told  the  Voice  that 
the  NLRB  is  required  to  investigate  and 
issue  a  report  any  time  it  receives  an  al¬ 
legation  concerning  labor  law  violations. 
“It’s  a  real  myth  that  by  issuing  a  com¬ 
plaint,  the  NLRB  has  made  a  determina¬ 
tion  of  guilt  or  innocence,”  he  said. 
“Nothing  is  further  from  the  truth. 

“The  company’s  position  remains  that 
there  was  no  reason  for  the  temporary  clo¬ 
sure  other  than  renovations,  and  [the  clo¬ 
sure]  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  the 
employees’  interest  in  unionizing,”  Hirsch¬ 
feld  continued.  The  employee  terminations 
mentioned  in  the  complaint,  he  added,  oc¬ 
curred  “for  legitimate  reasons  due  to  per¬ 
formance  issues,  not  union  activities.” 

NLRB  field  attorney  David  Reeves 
told  the  Voice  that  a  complaint  is  issued 
when  a  five-member  adjudicatory  board 
finds  “reasonable  cause”  that  a  violation 
of  the  National  Labor  Relations  Act  has 
occurred.  Because  the  company  con¬ 
tested  the  charges,  the  case  will  now  go 
before  an  administrative  law  judge.  The 
hearing  will  take  place  March  21  at  901 
Market  Street,  and  is  open  to  the  public. 

Should  Nutraceutical  disagree  with  the 
judge’s  decision,  it  can  appeal  to  the  full 


NLRB.  If  the  company  continues  to  con¬ 
test  the  board’s  final  decision,  the  case  en¬ 
ters  the  regular  legal  system,  going  before 
the  9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court. 

“I  suspect  the  company  will  drag  this 
out  as  long  as  possible,”  said  Rohrbach. 
"Depending  on  its  willingness  to  spend 
money,  it  can  probably  fight  this  for  years.” 

Activists  Keep  Up  Pressure 

In  the  meantime,  a  group  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  residents  continues  to  insist  that  Nu¬ 
traceutical  must  make  amends  for  its 
treatment  of  the  ex-employees  and  for  its 
alleged  disregard  for  the’  neighborhood. 
At  a  meeting  on  Jan.  27,  about  a  dozen 
activists  discussed  further  steps  to  pres¬ 
sure  the  company. 

“They’ve  been  closed  for  16  months, 
and  it’s  done  significant  harm  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  They  have  to  redeem  themselves 


with  the  neighborhood,  or  they  shouldn’t 
be  here,”  said  group  member  Peter  Gabel, 
who  lives  on  Elizabeth  Street.  “What  we 
really  want  is  for  them  to  not  renew  their 
lease.  We  want  a  locally  owned  store  that 
has  wonderful  health  food  and  is  in  har¬ 
mony  with  the  values  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  If  that  happened,  all  our  grievances 
would  be  resolved.” 

Barring  such  an  outcome,  local  ac¬ 
tivists  are  asking  neighborhood  residents 
to  pledge  not  to  shop  at  the  Real  Food  out¬ 
let  on  24th  Street  unless  the  company 
agrees  to  adopt  a  union-neutral  stance  and 
rehire  the  terminated  workers.  So  far, 
they  have  collected  nearly  1 ,400  pledges. 
They  are  also  continuing  their  call  to  boy¬ 
cott  Nutraceutical’s  brands  of  vitamins. 

On  Dec.  18,  members  of  the  group 
staged  a  mock  press  conference  by  “Nutra- 
Scrooge”  (played  by  San  Francisco  actor 
Drew  Letchworth),  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers’  Market  on  24th  Street.  The  Sat¬ 
urday-morning  market,  which  recently 
celebrated  its  one-year  anniversary,  was 
founded  by  many  of  the  same  people  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Real  Food  protests. 

In  addition,  the  activists  have  asked 
District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty — as 
well  as  Supervisors  Jake  McGoldrick  and 
Ross  Mirkarimi,  who  also  have  Nu- 
traceutical-owned  stores  in  their  dis¬ 
trict — to  sponsor  a  new  resolution  assert¬ 
ing  continued  support  for  the  former  Real 
Food  workers.  The  Board  of  Supervisors 
first  passed  such  a  resolution  in  Septem¬ 
ber  2003,  soon  after  the  store's  closure. 

Finally,  the  neighborhood  activists 
hope  to  mobilize  a  large  turnout  for  the 
March  21  NLRB  hearing.  Their  next 
community  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
March  10  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 

“We  have  to  keep  going,”  local  resident 
Mary  Scheib  told  the  Voice  at  the  Jan.  29 


Farmers’  Market.  “Such  a  long  campaign 
seems  overwhelming  sometimes,  but  it’s 
really  quite  powerful  that  we’ve  stuck  to¬ 
gether  for  more  than  a  year  and  are  con¬ 
tinuing  to  take  action  against  a  company 
that  treats  the  community  poorly.” 

Store  Could  Reopen  This  Summer 

Meanwhile,  after  more  than  a  year  of 
delays,  construction  work  on  the  Real 
Food  building  at  3939  24th  Street  began 
in  early  January.  According  to  Hirschfeld, 
a  basic  agreement  with  the  building’s 
owners,  Jane  and  Kimball  Allen  of  Marin 
County,  was  finally  struck  in  late  De¬ 
cember,  although  there  are  “still  some  on¬ 
going  disputes  regarding  details  of  what 
needs  to  be  done  and  who’s  responsible 
for  paying  for  it.” 

Jane  Allen  told  the  Voice  that  she  will 
finance  repairs  and  strengthening  of  the 
building,  but  not  a  full  retrofit.  The  San 
Francisco  Department  of  Building  In¬ 
spection  issued  a  permit  on  Dec.  20,  cov¬ 
ering  repair  of  water  damage,  structural 
improvements,  and  accessibility  up¬ 
grades;  the  current  permit  covers  some 
$90,000  worth  of  work  and  extends  until 
June  27.  Allen  expects  her  part  of  the 
work  to  be  completed  by  the  end  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  but  when  it  comes  to  construction, 
she  said,  “I’ve  learned  the  hard  way  that 
estimates  are  always  very  rough.” 

Nutraceutical  holds  an  option  to  lease 
the  property  for  12  years,  renewable  in 
three-year  increments.  Although  the  lease 
was  scheduled  to  be  up  for  renewal  in 
March,  Hirschfeld  said  it  had  been  mod¬ 
ified  to  give  the  corporation  the  option  to 
renew  once  the  structural  work  is  com¬ 
pleted.  “The  company’s  current  intent  is 
to  renew,”  he  told  the  Voice. 

Hirschfeld  added  that  Nutraceutical 
expects  to  complete  “cosmetic  alter¬ 
ations”  within  about  90  days  after  the 
structural  repairs  are  done.  “We’re  prob¬ 
ably  realistically  looking  at  late  spring  or 
early  summer,”  he  said. 

Will  the  reopening  of  the  store  finally 
bring  peace  to  the  neighborhood? 

Bevan  Dufty  remains  skeptical.  “If 
anything  can  make  matters  worse,  going 
through  the  NLRB  trial  process  will  do 
so,”  said  the  supervisor,  who  told  the 
Voice  he  has  made  some  30  unretumed 
phone  calls  to  Nutraceutical  over  the  past 
few  months.  “I  just  wish  they’d  come  to 
the  table  and  try  to  work  things  out  with 
the  neighborhood.”  □ 


At  a  mock  press  conference  in  December,  local  activists  demanded  that  “Nutra-Scrooge,” 
played  by  actor  Drew  Letchworth,  explain  his  motives  for  closing  the  Real  Food  Company. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

22  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


PAOLA  FRANI  ;  MAXMARA  :  GOAT 


CHAIKEN  :  AG  JEANS  :  JACK  STAR 


CATHERINE  MALANDRINO  ;  TOCCA 


CHRISTOPHER  DEANE 


BABY LONE 


JAMIN  PUECH  :  LAMBERTSON-TRUEX 


hours:  Mon  -  Fri  11  to  7,  Sat  10  to  6,  Sun  11  to  5 
appointments  suited  to  your  schedule 


3961A  24th,  across  from  Bell  Market  |  415. STYLE. 911  |  www.lacoterie.com 


CHEESE  •  WINE  •  FRESH  BREAD  •  LASAGNE  •  CANTOLLIS  •  DESSERTS 
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A  Benefit  For  Tsunami  Victims 

February,  15,  2005  *  6  pm  to  8  pm 
The  Bliss  Bar,  4026  24th  Street  (Castro/Noe) 

Hors  d’oeuvres  and  No-host  bar  •  Live  Bid  Auction 
Celebrity  Auctioneer  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty 

All  proceeds  donated  to  the  American  Red  Cross 

Suggested  donations: 

$175  (buys  a  family  of  5  a  waterproof  tent  for  temporary  shelter) 

$80  (buys  40  people  mats  to  sleep  on)  •  $45  (buys  3  families  new  cookware) 
low  income  $10  (inoculates  10  people  against  disease) 

Donations:  At  the  door  or  at  Small  Fry's,  4066  24th  Street 
Or,  mail  checks  made  out  to  American  Red  Cross  to: 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  POB  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
(Checks  dated  1/31/05  or  before  are  deductible  on  last  year's  taxes!) 

Sponsored^-.  FRIENDS./ N0E  VALLEY  * 


•  GOURMET  MEALS  •  SALADS  •  FRESH  PASTA 


GOURMET 


TAKE  OUT 


'The  best  kept  secret  in  San  Francisco 
is  right  here  in  Noe  Valley!" 


•  •  • 


FREE  FRESH  PASTA! 


BUY  ONE 

HOME-MADE 
PASTA  SAUCE 

Tomato  Basil 
Bolognese 
Alfredo 

Porcini  Mushroom 
Roasted  Garlic  &  Mushroom 
Cajun  Crayfish 
Basil  Pesto 
Cilantro  Pesto 
Melanzane  Pesto 
Romesco  Pesto 
Roasted  Red  Pepper  Pesto 


GET  FREE 

FRESH  PASTA 
FOR  TWO! 

CUT  TO  ORDER 
Papardelle 
Fettuccine 
Linguine 
Angel  Hair 

FLAVORS 

ESg 

Spinach 

Herb 

Black  Pepper 
Lemon 
Eggless 

Red  Bell  Pepper 


741  Diamond  Street  at  24th 
415-282-0738 

Please  present  this  coupon  at  time  of  purchase.  Offer  valid  Feb.  1  through  Feb.  28 


•  HOMEMADE  SOUPS  •  RAVIOLI  •  GELATO  • 


HOT  H 


HAIR 


SALON 


FREE 
HAIR  CUT  with 
HIGHLIGHTS 


Bumble  and  Bumble 
Hair  Care  Products 

Specializing  in  Highlights 
Now  doing  Spray  Tanning! 

Open  7  Days 

4027  24th  Street 

between 

Noe  and  Castro 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

(415)  821-6556 

www.hotheadz.citysearch.com 
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Noisy  Valley 

Editor: 

I’m  a  third-generation  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident.  I’ve  seen  the  neighborhood  change 
from  working-class  to  wealthy.  Through¬ 
out  the  change,  there  have  been  wonder¬ 
ful  shops  and  kind  people.  Unfortunately, 
among  the  changes  is  a  drastic  increase  in 
the  level  of  noise. 

People  commonly  leave  barking  dogs 
tied  up  for  long  periods  of  time  outside  of 
stores  and  restaurants.  I’ve  seen  some 
owners  of  these  poor  animals  yell  at  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  suggested  that  the  pet  own¬ 
ers  not  eat  a  meal  or  wait  for  coffee  while 
their  dogs  whine  away.  I’ve  also  seen 
these  upset  animals  snap  at  passersby, 
which  is  especially  dangerous  if  those 
passing  are  small  children  who  cannot  get 
out  of  the  way  quickly. 

I  understand  and  applaud  the  shop¬ 
keepers  who  are  trying  to  keep  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  clean.  However,  steamcleaning 
is  a  disruptive  and  surprisingly  ineffec¬ 
tive  way  to  cut  down  on  filth.  The  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  steam  actually  helps  mi¬ 
crobes  breed,  whereas  the  old-fashioned 
method  of  soap  and  water  not  only  kills 
germs,  but  doesn’t  add  the  noise  of  a  gen¬ 
erator  to  the  loud  mix. 

For  the  most  part,  shop  owners  have 
been  more  than  accommodating,  once 
their  attention  has  been  called  to  nearly 
any  pertinent  issue.  I  realize  that  of  all  the 
sources  of  noise,  only  a  few  are  contain¬ 
able.  Until,  like  in  Manhattan,  car  alarms 
are  outlawed  (rarely  do  they  signal  an  ac¬ 
tual  theft,  and  they  do  not  slow  thieves), 
until  drivers  stop  playing  music  with  the 
bass  set  at  eardrum-tearing  volumes,  and 
until  they  make  a  bus  or  a  garbage  truck 
the  size  of  a  Prius,  noise  will  continue. 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
www.noevalleyvoice.com 
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However,  simply  reconsidering  our  ac¬ 
tions  can  help  make  the  neighborhood 
more  livable. 

Mary  C.  McFadden 
24th  Street 

That  Street  Is  Not  27th 

Editor: 

I  live  on  27th  Street  currently,  so  I  rec¬ 
ognized  the  view  in  the  photo  of  the 
young  woman  in  the  roadster  in  your  De¬ 
cember  issue. 

However,  the  photo  is  not  of  Noe  at 
27th  Street.  It  is  of  Noe  Street  looking 
north  at  Duncan  Street.  The  car  in  the 
photo  is  coming  up  the  now  blocked  in¬ 
tersection  of  Noe  and  Duncan.  The  trees 
in  the  background  behind  the  boy  in  the 
white  shirt  are  still  there,  near  the  comer 
of  27th  Street  one  block  to  the  north. 

Jim  Constantine 
27th  Street 

It’s  Duncan! 

Editor: 

I  love  seeing  old  photos  of  our  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  look  forward  to  Mr.  Yenne’s 
book,  but  since  I  live  on  Duncan  Street 
and  know  Duncan  Street,  I  have  to  tell 
you  that  the  photo  of  the  large  car  on  the 
cobblestone  street  is  not  27th  but  is  Dun¬ 
can.  How  do  I  know?  The  steps  are  the 
first  giveaway.  The  house  behind  the  car 
and  by  the  steps  is  still  there.  Although 
remodeled  several  times  over,  the  side 
door  on  Duncan  remains. 

The  other  tipoff  is  the  adjacent  cottages 
on  Noe  Street.  Only  one  is  left  now,  but 
all  three  were  there  until  fairly  recently, 
when  they  were  replaced  by  two  new 
houses  that  mimic  the  fourth  house  in  the 
photo.  What  may  have  confused  someone 
into  thinking  the  photo  was  27th  Street  is 
the  absence  of  a  cement  wall  at  the  top  of 
Duncan.  The  wall  that  exists  there  today 
was  put  in  during  the  1 930s  by  the  Works 
Progress  Administration  (WPA). 

I  also  would  like  to  think  that  one  of 
the  little  girls  in  the  photo  is  my  neighbor 
Myrtle.  She  died  about  1 6  years  ago  when 
she  was  in  her  80s.  She  had  told  me  about 
the  cars  that  were  road-tested  on  the  Dun¬ 
can  Street  hill  before  it  was  closed  off. 

Georgia  Schuttish 
Duncan  Street 

How  the  Cable  Cars  Got 
Their  Name 

Editor: 

The  photograph  of  the  cable  car  on  the 
front  page  of  the  December/January  issue 
is  very  good,  but  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  a  White  Line  cable  car.  At  the  time  of 
the  photograph  [1938],  the  Castro  Street 
cable  car  line  was  operated  by  the  Mar¬ 
ket  Street  Railway,  whose  streetcars  and 
cable  cars  were  called  White  Front  cars, 
because  of  their  patented  white  fronts. 

Bob  Callwell 
San  Francisco  Municipal  Railway 

Editor’s  Note:  Both  photos,  which  are  re¬ 
produced  again  on  this  page,  were  used 
as  illustrations  for  a  December-issue 
story  about  local  author  Bill  Yenne.  Yenne 
recently  published  a  book  on  Noe  Valley 
history  called  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  The  book  is  filled  with  historical 
photos,  many  of  which  were  borrowed 
from  the  Noe  Valley  Archives,  a  collection 
of  neighborhood  memorabilia  stored  at 
the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  on 
Jersey  Street. 

Thank  you,  readers,  for  catching  the 
mistakes  in  the  captions.  The  Voice  has 
passed  them  on  to  Yenne,  who,  with  long¬ 
time  resident  Paul  Kantus,  will  watch 
over  the  Archives  when  the  library  closes 
for  renovation  later  this  year. 


Several  alert  readers  notified  the  Voice  that  the  roadster  depicted  in  this  1923  photo  in  the 
December  issue  was  headed  up  Duncan  Street  (not  27th  Street).  At  the  time,  the  steep 
block  between  Sanchez  and  Noe  streets  was  paved  in  cobblestone  and  open  to  motorists 
and  other  thrill-seekers.  Photos  courtesy  Noe  Valley  Archives 


You  Can  Still  Donate  to  Prenatal 
Project 

Editor: 

Thanks  to  Valeria  Vegas  for  promoting 
our  holiday  donation  drive  for  the  Home¬ 
less  Prenatal  Program  in  a  story  in  the  De¬ 
cember/January  issue.  And  thanks  to  the 
generosity  of  many  local  families. 

Year  after  year,  we've  asked  our  com¬ 
munity  for  gently  used  items  for  home¬ 
less  women  and  children,  and  the  re¬ 
sponse  consistently  reflects  a  deep 
generous  spirit.  We  were  so  thrilled  to  add 
to  our  own  donation  a  hugh  array  of  des¬ 
perately  needed  essential  items. 

I  would  like  to  remind  my  neighbors 
that  the  Homeless  Prenatal  Project  will 
take  donations  year-round  (and  can  be 
reached  at  546-6756),  and  we  will  be 
holding  a  spring  donation  drive  accepting 
maternity  and  infant  clothes,  infant  carri¬ 
ers,  and  baby  blankets  from  April  1 
through  15. 

Happy  to  live  and  work  in  Noe  Valley, 
Lisa  Moresco 
Director  of  Natural  Resources 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  and  Early 
Parenting  Center 
816  Diamond  Street 

PS.  Although  I  am  always  happy  to 
hear  people  find  ar  attractive,  quiet  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  earth  to  live,  I  am  saddened  by 
Laura  McHale  Holland’s  move  out  of 
Noe  Valley.  She  was  a  delight,  as  was  her 
column. 

Take  a  Bow  for  the  Bows 

Editor: 

Kudos  to  David  Eiland  of  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Merchants  Association  for  a  job  well 
done  on  the  Christmas  decorations  along 
24th  Street. 

Phillip  Wald 
Noe  Street 


Until  1941,  the  Market  Street  Railway 
operated  a  cable  car  line  that  linked  Noe 
Valley  with  downtown  via  Castro  Street. 
According  to  Muni  expert  Bob  Callwell,  the 
MSR  vehicles  had  a  patented  white  front, 
and  so  became  known  as  “White  Front" 
cars.  This  c.  1938  photo  shows  a  White  car 
picking  up  riders  at  Castro  and  24th  streets. 

Photo  courtesy  Noe  Valley  Archives 


Love  Notes  to  Parking  Hogs 

Editor: 

Even  with  the  fabulous  new  parking  lot 
on  24th  Street,  parking  is  still  a  terrible 
problem  in  Noe  Valley,  for  shoppers,  mer¬ 
chants,  and  residents.  A  friend  and  I  de¬ 
cided  to  brainstorm  on  how  to  deal  with 
one  small  problem:  parking  hogs — peo¬ 
ple  who  park  so  carelessly  that  there  is  no 
room  for  a  second  car. 

We  had  the  idea  that  we  could  place 
pre-written  notes  or  stickers  in  baskets  on 
the  counters  of  Noe  Valley  stores  and 
restaurants.  That  way,  you  could  imme¬ 
diately  notify  an  offender  of  his  or  her 
“mistake”  by  putting  a  note  on  the  wind¬ 
shield.  These  notes  would  also  be  great 
for  cars  blocking  driveways. 

We  want  a  phrase  that  makes  people 
aware  that  they’ve  committed  a  social  sin, 
without  getting  them  angry.  In  the  ’50s, 
the  “Don’t  be  a  litterbug”  campaign  really 
helped  cut  down  on  littering  around  the 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  8 


1 2  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  February  2005 


CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

country,  so  we  tried  to  come  up  with  sim¬ 
ple  phrases  like  that.  “You’re  taking  up 
too  much  space”  is  one  suggestion.  “No¬ 
tice  how  you’ve  parked”  is  another. 
“Don’t  be  selfish”  a  third. 

There  must  be  something  even  better. 
We’d  like  to  ask  our  fellow  Noe  Valley 
residents  to  submit  their  ideas  for  Post-it 
note  messages  and/or  any  other  ideas  of 
ways  to  improve  the  parking  situation  in 
Noe  Valley  (fewer  loading  zone  meters 
might  be  one  possibility). 

Naomi  Epel 
415-282-3900 
naomi@observationdeck.  com 

We  at  the  Voice  would  also  be  happy  to 
print  readers’  suggestions.  Send  letters  to 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 

Outpouring  of  Aid  for  Indonesia 

Editor: 

Congratulations,  Noe  Valley!  On  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  Jan.  14,  you  helped  raise 
close  to  $5,000  in  aid  for  tsunami  victims 
in  Indonesia. 

The  benefit,  a  show  performed  by  Noe 
Valley  local  Larry  Reed  and  Shadow- 
Light  Productions  in  collaboration  with 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  and  SF  Live  Arts, 
was  a  huge  success.  The  generosity  was 
overwhelming,  demonstrating  the  strength 
and  resolve  of  our  community.  The  do¬ 
nations  went  to  two  local  Indonesian  or¬ 
ganizations — Wahli,  the  Indonesian 
Friends  of  the  Earth,  and  IDEP,  a  sus¬ 
tainable-living  organization — through 
the  Tides  Foundation.  These  two  groups 
are  first-responders,  and  their  aid  is  given 
directly  to  the  people. 

Again,  we  would  like  to  thank  the  com¬ 
munity  for  its  contributions,  and  we  en¬ 
courage  further  donations  through  the 
Tides  Foundation  at  tidesfoundation.org/ 
rrI204.cfm,  or  contact  Catalina  Ruiz- 
Healy  at  415-561-6345. 

Larry  Reed 
ShadowLight  Productions 

A  Friend  in  High  Places 

Editor: 

In  early  January,  there  were  four  un¬ 
explained  power  outages  on  26th  Street 
(between  Noe  and  Sanchez)  within  two 
weeks.  While  weather-related  outages 
can  be  expected,  at  least  one  of  these  hap¬ 
pened  on  a  sunny,  warm  day.  I  recalled 
that  another  spate  of  non-weather-related 


outages  occurred  on  our  block  last  winter, 
but  the  big  Union  Square  blackout  shortly 
before  Christmas  got  all  the  attention. 

I  called  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty’s  of¬ 
fice  for  help  because  it  always  seems  as 
if  our  block  is  the  only  one  affected. 
Within  two  weeks,  I  received  a  letter  of 
explanation  and  apology  from  PG&E. 
Now  that’s  service! 

I  am  impressed  with  the  quick  media¬ 
tion  by  Bevan  Dufty  and  his  staff,  and  en¬ 
joyed  seeing  firsthand  the  results  of  the 
work  that  they  do  on  our  behalf.  Thank 
you,  Bevan! 

Sharon  Gillenwater 
26th  Street 

Mama  Gravender’s  Outfit 

Editor: 

It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  have  our  cold 
family  home  in  Iowa  warmed  by  good 
California  writing.  Our  thanks  to  Flo¬ 
rence  Holub  for  her  May  1 999  story  about 
“Mama  Gravender.”  Today  we  have  sent 
a  beautiful  book  to  press  with  a  quote 
from  her  article.  We  are  a  Scandinavian 
community  that  appreciates  a  good  de¬ 
scription.  And  the  story  about  Mama 
Gravender  and  her  outfit  was  so  well  told 
that  we  quoted  it  and  gave  credit  for  such 
fine  writing  to  Florence,  and  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice.  My  teacher  was  Marguerite 
Wildenhain,  the  great  potter.  She  lived  at 
Sweden  House  in  1940.  Our  book,  Mar¬ 
guerite:  A  Diaiy  to  Franz  Wildenhain, 
smiles  upon  the  quality  of  your  publica¬ 
tion.  Thanks  for  making  our  lives  richer 
by  letting  your  “Voice"  be  heard. 

Dean  Schwarz 
South  Bear  Press,  Decorah,  Iowa 

Editor's  Note:  To  read  Florence  Holub' s 
column  about  Swedish  weaver  Valborg 
Gravender,  go  to  www.noevalleyvoice 
.com,  click  on  “SEARCH,”  and  type  in 
“Gravender." 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters 
to  the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice.  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 14.  Or  e-mail 

editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 

Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number. 
(Anonymous  letters  will  not  be 
considered  for  publication.)  Be 
aware  that  letters  may  be  edited  for 
brevity  or  clarity.  We  look  forward 
to  hearing  from  you. 
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Valentine  Balloons  of  Every  Kind 

Beautiful  and  Unique  Gift  Items 
for  that  Special  Someone 

Free  Gift  Wrap  with  a  $10  purchase 


M ardi  Gras 
too! 


VALENTINE'S  DAY  SPECIAL:  One  Free  Mylar  Balloon 
with  purchase  of  two  dozen  Latex  Balloons 


1600  Church  Street  at  28th  •  415-824-0414 

Open  Noon  -  7  Monday  -  Friday  *10-6  Saturday  and  Sunday 


make 

2005 

the  year  you 

FINALLY 

get 

ORGANIZED 


organize 

beautify 

love 


member  national  organization  of  professional  organizers 

415  602  1234 


FURNISH 
YOUR  LIFE 


Focus  on 
Furniture 

Now  is  the  time  to  focus  on  your 
furniture,  with  INTERIORS 
by  Decorating  Den.  Chairs,  sofas, 
loveseats,  tables,  dressers,  beds  - 
everything  for  every  room  in 
your  house.  We  come  to  you  and 
handle  everything  from  design 
to  product  selection  to 
final  installation. 

Call  now  for  a 
complimentary, 
in-home  consultation. 


Cheryl  Parrott,  Interior  Designer 
BS  in  Design, 

University  of  North  Carolina 

415-586-8694 


www.  Deco  rati  ngDen .  com 

Sponsors  of  the  Susan  ( >.  Rumen  Breast  (  .incur  foundation 
and  C  anadian  Breast  (  anccr  foundation 
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Shops  Join  in 
Tsunami  Relief 
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mornings  at  24th  and  Vicksburg  streets. 

“Both  Just  for  Fun  and  Small  Frys  are 
also  matching  donations  made  by  cus¬ 
tomers  up  to  $500  Yenne  says. 

Suggested  donations  for  the  benefit  are 
geared  toward  what  the  money  will  pro¬ 
vide  for  tsunami  victims.  For  example: 
$10  can  fund  inoculations  for  10  people; 
$45  can  buy  cookware  for  three  families; 
with  $80,  40  people  will  get  sleeping 
mats;  and  $175  will  gain  a  family  of  five 
the  temporary  shelter  of  a  tent. 

In  a  similar  vein,  the  Community  Mu¬ 
sic  Center  at  544  Capp  Street  near  21st 
Street  will  host  a  benefit  performance  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  13,  at  5:30  p.m.  Fifty  per¬ 
cent  of  the  $40  ticket  will  go  to  the  inter¬ 
national  relief  organization  Save  the  Chil¬ 
dren.  Two  cabaret  shows  are  included  on 
the  bill:  a  songfest  featuring  vocalist 
Leanne  Borghesi  and  pianist  Houston 
Allred;  and  a  burlesque  comedy  revue  by 
“faux  queen”  Anita  Cocktail  and  the  Di¬ 
amond  Daggers. 

Other  Noe  Valley  merchants  are  also 
taking  the  initiative  to  raise  funds.  Tully’s 
Coffee  is  selling  a  "Tsunami  Response" 
blend  of  coffee  for  $  1 0.  One  hundred  per¬ 
cent  of  the  proceeds  go  to  World  Vision, 
a  Christian  relief  organization  providing 
material  aid  for  victims,  such  as  blankets, 
clothing,  and  food.  Jin  Kwon,  owner  of 
Apple  Blossom  on  Castro  Street,  is  also 
taking  donations  and  sending  them  to  the 
American  Red  Cross.  By  mid-January, 
she  had  raised  about  $500. 

May  Wichinrojjarun  of  Simply  Chic  on 
24th  Street  has  also  put  out  a  donation 
box,  half  of  which  will  go  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Red  Cross  and  half  to  UNICEF.  She 


also  says  that  all  profits  from  the  candles 
sold  in  her  shop  will  go  to  these  organi¬ 
zations.  The  price  of  candles  ranges  from 
$8  to  $32.  Whichinrojjarun,  who  is  orig¬ 
inally  from  Bangkok,  Thailand,  says  that 
no  one  from  her  family  was  hurt  by  the 
tsunami;  however,  a  friend’s  family  was 
vacationing  in  Phuket  and  remained  miss¬ 
ing  in  mid-January. 

“For  those  who  can  help,  even  with 
small  change,  it  makes  a  big  difference 
for  those  who  need  things  like  clean  wa¬ 
ter,”  she  says.  “These  people  are  left  with 
nothing,  basically.  To  recover  and  rebuild 
will  take  time.” 

Up  the  street  at  Swatdee  Thai  Cuisine, 
manager  Justin  Vang  says  that  all  the  em¬ 
ployees’  families  back  in  Thailand  are 
safe.  If  customers  ask,  Vang  encourages 
them  to  give  donations  to  one  of  three 
Thai  temples  in  the  Bay  Area:  Wat  Bud- 
dhapradeep  in  San  Bruno,  Wat  Mongkol- 
ratanaram  in  Berkeley,  and  Wat  Bud- 
dhanusom  in  Fremont.  According  to  a 
waitress  at  Regent  Thai  on  Church  Street, 
who  asked  not  to  be  named,  all  the  restau¬ 
rants’  employees’  families  were  unaf¬ 
fected  by  the  tsunami,  and  Regent  Thai 
workers  have  been  sending  donations  to 
the  San  Bruno  Thai  temple. 

For  Yenne,  who  was  in  London  with 
her  family  at  the  time  the  tsunami  hit,  the 
community’s  eagerness  to  help  with  dis¬ 
aster  relief  has  been  heartening.  “There 
are  lots  of  things  that  need  our  attention 
in  Noe  Valley,  like  raising  funds  for  the 
library  and  getting  the  community  busi¬ 
ness  district  going,  but  the  show  of  sup¬ 
port  for  something  outside  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  has  been  wonderful,”  she  says.  □ 
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Lorenzo  Boelitz  Construction 


25  years  of 
successful 
Noe  Valley 
renovations 


(415)  642-5800 
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License  #376960 
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-Foundations 
-Additions 
-Garages 
-Landscaping 


Many  Ways  to  Contribute 


Three  neighborhood  organizations  are  sponsoring  “From  Noe  Valley  With 
Love,"  a  fundraiser  for  victims  of  the  Dec.  26  tsunami,  at  Bliss  Bar.  4026  24th 
Street,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  15,  from  6  to  8  p.m.  Donations  will  go  to  the 
American  Red  Cross  relief  efforts. 

If  you  are  unable  to  attend  or  want  to  donate  on  your  own,  here  is  a  list  of 
resources  suggested  by  Noe  Valley  residents  and  merchants: 

American  Jewish  World  Service,  www.ajws.org 
American  Red  Cross,  www.redcross.org 
AmeriCares,  www.americares.org 

Best  Friends  Animal  Society,  http://www.bestfriends.org/donate/index.cfm/ 
CARE,  www.careusa.org 

Catholic  Relief  Services,  www.catholicrelief.org 

Doctors  Without  Borders,  www.doctorswithoutborders.org 

The  Humane  Society  of  the  United  States,  www.hsus.org 

Relief  International,  www.ri.org 

Save  the  Children,  www.savethechildren.org 

Tides  Foundation,  www.tidesfoundation.org 

UNICEF,  www.unicef.org 

United  Way,  http://national.unitedway.org/tsunamiresponse/ 

World  Vision,  www.worldvision.org 

Bay  Area  Thai  Temples 

Wat  Buddhapradeep  in  San  Bruno,  650-615-9528 
Wat  Mongkolratanaram  in  Berkeley,  510-849-3419 
Wat  Buddhanusom  in  Fremont,  5 10-790-2294 


flower  essences 
aromatherapy 
inique  plant-inspired  gifts 

11:00  a.m.- 6:30  p.m. 

Every  Day 

1 173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 

Herbalists  on  staff 
Classes  offered 


SAN  FRANCISCO’ 


^four  Source  for  Valentine's  (Day 

Amazing  Qifts,  Accessories  &  Home  (Decor 


1414  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 
415.341.8442  www.lisavioletto.com 
Tues-Sat  11-7 

1  Sun-Mon  12-5  J 


DEANNA  GLORY 
LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

Award  Winning  Designs 

Deanna  Glory,  APLD 
Designer  -  Horticulturist 

f 

CONSULTATION 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

Also  available: 

2-Hour  On  The  Spot  Design 


See  Deanna  at  the  SF 
Flower  and  Garden  Show 
March  16  -  20 
www.gardenshow.com 


41  5.695.9400 
www.glorydesign.com 
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'  The  first  time  I  saw  a  Vulcan  Magnolia  I  slammed  on  my 
brakes  and  nearly  caused  a  3  car  pile-up.  The  Vulcan  is  a 
deciduous  magnolia  that  covers  itself  in  deep  red  wine-colored 
flowers  in  February.  Come  by  the  nursery  and  see  one  in  bloom, 
and  if  you  have  the  space  in  your  garden,  take  one  home. 


Dormant  roses  have  arrived  and  now  is  the  time  to  plant  them 
for  the  best  spring  display.  We  have  a  fantastic  collection  of 
dormant  roses,  all  well  suited  to  the  climate  in  Noe  Valley. 

One  of  my  favorites  is  “Fourth  of  July”.  This  spectacular  fragrant 
climbing  rose  blooms  and  reblooms,  with  velvety  red  and  white 
striped  flowers  and  a  yellow  center.  This  rose  was  the  first  climber 
to  win  the  prestigious  AARS  award  in  22  years.  Bring  in  this  ad 
and  get  15%  off  all  dormant  roses. 


GET  INTO  YOUR 

GARDEN 


the 

Palm  Broker 


Tel:  415.626.PALM  (7256) 
www.PalmBroker.com 


Palm  Trees  8  Exotic  Plants 
Palm  Installation  8  Consultation 


WINNER! 


uettete  Sheet 

GARDENS 

TEL:  415.648.2670 
www.GuerreroStreetGardens.com 


Garden  Variety  &  Exotic  Plants 
Garden  Furniture  8  Furnishings 
Garden  Design  8  Installation 


BOTH  LOCATED  AT  1074  GUERRERO  STREET  (BETWEEN  22ND  AND  23RD  STREETS) 
Winter  Hours:  Mon-Sat  8:30-5:00.  Sun  10:00-5:00 
Please  call  ahead  if  it's  raining. 

n 


4028  B  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  •  between  Noe  &  Castro 

Open  7  Days 


Tel.  415.550.6788  Fax  415.550.6780  www.simplychicsf.com 


LAW  OFFICES 


Living  Trusts 

Wills  •  Estate  Planning  •  Probate 

Protect  your  family  NOW ! 
Call  for  a  free  consultation . 

ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

1330  Castro  Street 
(415)  641-8687 
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The  shelter  at  27th  and  Church  streets  is  the  only  stop  in  Noe  Valley  that  has  a  digital 
display,  telling  you  when  the  next  J-car  is  coming.  But  you  can  go  online  at  home  and  get 
real-time  information  for  all  the  stops  from  Day  to  Embarcadero.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Tracking  the 
J-Church:  It’s 
Best  If  You  Live 
On  27th  Street 

By  David  Moisl 

As  local  Muni  riders  know,  a  J-Church 
train  is  supposed  to  whistle  down  the 
tracks  on  Church  Street  every  8  to  1 0  min¬ 
utes  on  weekdays  and  15  to  20  minutes  on 
weeknights  and  Saturdays  and  Sundays. 

But  life  doesn’t  always  go  according  to 
schedule.  The  watchdog  group  Rescue 
Muni  reports  that  the  J  was  late  about  18 
percent  of  the  time  in  2004. 

A  common  tactic  used  by  many  of 
those  waiting  at  the  busy  stop  at  24th  and 
Church  streets  is  to  look  to  see  if  there  is 
a  J-train  on  the  horizon — and  if  there  isn’t, 
to  walk  or  take  another  form  of  trans¬ 
portation,  since  the  arrival  of  the  next 
train  is  impossible  to  predict.  Or  is  it? 

Since  2000,  the  Emeryville-based  com¬ 
pany  NextBus  has  been  trying  to  tell  Muni 
riders  when  their  next  bus  or  train  will 
show  up,  and  thereby  significantly  reduce 
their  frustration.  NextBus  currently  pro¬ 
vides  up-to-the-minute  arrival  times  for 
all  light-rail  vehicles  (J,  K,  L,  M,  N  &  F), 
as  well  as  the  22-Fillmore  bus.  Over  the 
next  two  years,  the  system  is  supposed  to 
expand  to  all  Muni  lines  in  the  city. 

The  company  uses  GPS  (Global  Posi¬ 
tioning  System)  technology  to  track  the 
whereabouts  of  individual  buses  and 
streetcars.  Each  vehicle  has  been  fitted 
with  a  GPS  receiver,  which  calculates  the 
car’s  exact  location  via  satellite.  By  cou¬ 
pling  its  “prediction  software”  with  a 
wireless  communication  network,  NextBus 
is  then  able  to  provide  real-time  transit  in¬ 
formation,  displayed  both  on  its  web  site 


and  on  digital  signs  in  bus  shelters. 

At  the  moment,  there  are  31  NextBus 
signs  in  operation  throughout  the  city,  but 
only  one  in  Noe  Valley  at  the  bus  shelter 
at  Church  and  27th  streets.  The  5-by- 18- 
inch  sign,  found  on  the  inside  of  the  shel¬ 
ter,  notifies  would-be  riders  when  the 
next  two  inbound  trains  are  estimated  to 
arrive  at  27th  Street.  The  red  LED  display 
is  “refreshed”  (updated)  every  minute  or 
so,  and  shows  messages  like  “J-Church  6 
min.  &  18  min.” 

Meanwhile,  the  same  information  (and 
much  more)  is  also  appearing  online  at 
www.NextMurn.com.  By  using  your  home, 
computer,  Palm  Pilot,  laptop,  or  Internet- 
capable  cell  phone,  you  can  check  on  the 
projected  arrival  times  for  J-cars  at  any 
and  all  stops  along  the  route. 

Of  course,  the  system  isn’t  perfect  and 
has  some  inherent  inaccuracies  because 
of  what  Mike  Smith,  engineering  direc¬ 
tor  for  NextBus,  refers  to  as  “stochastic 
variability — the  indeterminable  noise  in 
the  system”  caused  by  traffic,  stop  lights, 
and  passengers  boarding  the  cars.  Never¬ 
theless,  Smith  thinks  that  generally,  the 
predictions  are  accurate  within  one  to  two 
minutes.  “And  most  of  the  time,  passen¬ 
gers  are  not  concerned  whether  the  sys¬ 
tem  is  absolutely  accurate  to  the  minute, 
but  are  interested  in  knowing  approxi¬ 
mately  when  the  next  bus  or  train  will  ar¬ 
rive,  so  they  can  make  informed  transit 
choices,”  Smith  says. 

NextBus  points  out  that  not  only  will 
the  system  help  riders  plan  their  trips 
more  effectively,  but  the  new  technology 
should  allow  for  greater  monitoring  of 
Muni’s  overall  performance.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  there  might  be  an  occasion  when  the 
display  shows  that  the  next  J-train  isn’t 
due  for  40  minutes.  Jotting  down  that  fact 
might  bolster  one’s  case  in  a  future  com¬ 
plaint  to  Muni. 

According  to  Maggie  Lynch,  Muni's 
public  relations  director.  Muni  currently 


has  plans  and  funding  for  400  additional 
displays.  These  are  scheduled  to  be  in¬ 
stalled  over  a  period  of  three  years.  How¬ 
ever,  there  is  a  hitch:  The  new  signs  can 
only  be  placed  at  stops  that  have  bus  shel¬ 
ters  wired  for  electricity,  and  these  shel¬ 
ters  are  paid  for  and  maintained  by  ad¬ 
vertisers,  not  the  city  itself.  Needless  to 
say,  the  advertisers  like  to  put  the  shelters 
at  high-volume  stops  with  enough  foot 
traffic  to  make  their  advertising  effective. 

Viacom  is  the  company  that  currently 
holds  the  contract  with  the  city.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Viacom  manager  Steve  Shinn,  the 
company  has  sponsored  1,100  shelters, 
95  percent  of  which  have  electricity.  He 
notes  that  new  shelters  will  only  be  put 
up  at  a  neighborhood’s  request. 

Generally,  Muni  receives  these  citizen 
requests  and  then  relays  them  to  Viacom. 
“The  decision  of  whether  to  install  a  shel¬ 
ter  is  a  mutual  process,”  says  Shinn. 


In  accordance  with  city  regulations,  the 
sidewalk  at  the  location  of  a  shelter  needs 
to  be  at  least  1 0  feet  wide.  And  there  needs 
to  be  access  to  electricity  in  the  vicinity, 
since  Viacom  will  not  bring  electricity  to  a 
shelter  “because  that  can  make  installing 
a  new  shelter  cost-prohibitive,”  says  Shinn. 

The  J-stop  at  the  intersection  of  24th 
and  Church  is  not  on  the  sidewalk,  but 
rather  on  a  boarding  strip  that  has  no  elec¬ 
tricity.  So,  even  though  the  intersection  is 
one  of  the  most  traffic-heavy  of  the  out¬ 
door  stops  along  the  J-line,  it  currently 
may  be  out  of  luck  for  a  NextBus  shelter. 

What  about  a  battery-powered  dis¬ 
play?  NextBus  says  it  has  developed  a 
prototype,  but  right  now  the  company  has 
no  schedule  for  mass  production. 

In  the  meantime,  your  best  bet  to  spare 
yourself  a  long  wait  is  to  go  online  and 
check  your  bus  or  train’s  estimated  arrival 
time  before  leaving  the  house.  □ 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  comer  of  24th  near  Church-  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


Noe  Valley 


ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 


Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  10  Years  -  Reasonable  Prices  -  Senior  Discounts 


FREE  ESTIMATES 


All  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 
Modified  Bitumen  -  Shingles  -  Tiles  -  Slate 
Gutters  and  Downspouts  -  Sheet  Metal  -  Skylights 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident)  at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

State  License  626953 


NOE  VALLEY 

Make  it  Yours 

Call  Dan  Gregg  415.229.1219 

Noe  Valley  Resident  for  30  years 

Whether  it’s  residential  homes,  new  construction, 
investment  property  or  a  live/work  loft,  we  can 
help  you. 


I  work  with  Suzanne 
Gregg,  and  we  are 
at  your  service  for 
all  your  real  estate 
needs. 

Please  call  or  visit 
our  website  to  find 
out  more. 

www.lnvestSF.com 


Shany  Suzanne  Dan 


ATRI 


COLDUJCLL 
BANKCR  □ 
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Cascadian  Farms 

Organic 
Fruit  Spreads  A 

all  flavors 

10  oz  -reg  3.29  ^ 


tgOTtiSraMfiL  Wyman's 

J Frozen  Berries 

■  "‘2  for  $5 


m 


Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk"' 

Gallons  ^  _  _  _ 

$5.29 


all  varieties 
128  oz  -reg  5  79 


all  varieties 
16  oz.  -reg  2  39 


Cottage  Cheese 

39 

$1.99 

Chocolate  Milk 

32  oz.  -reg  1 .75 


.at  The  Good  Life  Grocery 


LOVER 

STORNETTA 

Organic  Brown  Eggs 

dozen  -reg  3  99 

$3.49 

Horizon  HORIZON' 

Organic  Yogurt 

890 

PaveFs 

Whole  Milk  PAVEL'S 
Russian  Yogurt  romnr 

32  oz  -reg  3.69  $2.99 

Brown  Cow 

Fat  Free  Yogurt  Quarts 

32  oz  -reg  2.69/3.69 

Plain  -  $1.99  Flavored  -  $2.99 


i&MM'SS 

*  ihuununupu*  <• 

Mim.  .  ...rrz  .... 

Annie's  Homegrown 

Organic  Mac  &  Cheese 


BEN  &  JERRY’S. 

VERMONT'S  FINEST  •  ICE  CREAM  »  FROZEN  YOfflJRT. 
Ben  &  Jerry 

Ice  Cream  2  for  $5 

o 1 1  f  ounre 


all  varieties 
6/7  oz  -reg  2.19 


all  flavors 
16  oz  -reg  3  89 


3  for  $4 


6  oz  -reg  1 .09 


Newman's  Own 

Organic  O's  - 
Cream  Cookies 

16  oz  -reg  3  99 

2  for  $5  -  fa 

Arrowhead  , ' 

Spring  Water  $1 


Imagine  Foods 

Enriched  Soy  Dream 

“  3  for  $5 


^  Capricorn  Coffee 

•z  Dark  French  Roast 


„  ^  -jp  Coffee  Beans 

°  f  F^V  16  oz  -reg  0  99 


128  oz  -reg  2  29 


$1.49 


Half  &  Half 

32  oz  -reg  1 .35 


Napa  Valley  Naturals 

Organic  Extra 
Virgin  Olive  Oil 


$1.19 


Sale  Prices  effective 
February  1  -  20,  2005 


Free  Parking 
Across  the  Street 
In  our  Very  Own 
Parking  Lot  ! 


New  Hours! 
8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Every  Day! 


We  Accept 

ATM  Cards 
Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  &  Checks 


750  ml  -reg  13.99 


$10.99 


$5.99 

GSmiiGenerotiori 

*  KA17HY  PLANT 

$2 

Paper  Towels  $  3 

3  pk  -reg  4  99 


nooucn  rot  a  hiauht  pukt 

Seventh  Generation 

Bath  Tissue 

4  pk  -reg  2  79 


ATM 


Elec.  Food  Stamps  &  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  *  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 


Come  home  to  Bernal  Heights 


r*. - - — . 

■■■■  -: . *£,*fW*t  ,■ 


r  tFFT 'A- 
frit  j— , 
□□as 

rhi— ! 


JUST  LISTED! 

Charming  remodeled  home  on  coveted 
north  slope  of  Bernal  Heights.  Big  iiv- 
ing/dining/kitchen  perfect  for  entertaining, 
with  French  doors  opening  to  walk-out 
private  garden  filled  with  roses. 


Walk  to  Cortland  shopping  from  this 
totally  renovated  2-unit  building  featuring 
2  BR/IBA  upper  and  IBR/I  BA  lower. 
Both  units  feature  open  floor  plans  and 
custom  detailing,  delivered  vacant! 


Thinking  of  buying  or  selling,  contact 

Stephen  Moore 
415.621.4695 
HILL&CQ 

REAL  ESTATE 

1 880  Lombard  Street,  SF,  CA  94 1 23 


Helping  you  find  your  way  home, 
from  soufh  to  north. 


_  hill&cc 

HlLL&co.r-k-  m _ 92 1-6000 

HUZ& co.fL—S 

p  [—  f  hill  &  co. 

FFSo33tC  1  HTT  r  O  Jl 


HILL&co.r^—  im^2T6000 

|  f<^50}le 

TsokJe  /  hill  &  co. 

hell 


f<\solSle 


hill 


&CO. 


921- 


6000 


&CO. 


921-6000 


921-6000 


F<?SO®k.E 

HILL&CO.I 


f<^£Sle 


F<gc£S)LE 


hill 


hill 


&CO. 


&CO. 


921-6000 


921-6000 


F<goS)LE 


We  do  a  lot  of  repeat  business... 
Why? 

Because  there  really  is  a  difference! 


FFILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 


415-921-6000 

www.hill-co.com 


2107  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  February  2005  I  ^ 


Let 

BYLINES 

Be 

BYLINES 


Now  Is  No  Time  for 
Despair 

By  Rafael  Mandelman,  President, 
Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Even  now  I  am  inclined  to  think 
T.  S.  Eliot  had  it  all  wrong.  In 
2004,  at  least  for  Noe  Valley 
Democrats,  November  was  definitely 
the  crudest  month.  Losing  is  never  fun, 
but  writing  as  one  who  has  supported 
more  than  my  share  of  losing  candi¬ 
dates,  I  must  say  that  John  Kerry’s 
defeat  was  particularly  bitter  for  me. 

I  do  not  think  it  was  simply  that  this 
election  seemed  a  test  of  our  country’s 
character,  and  one  that  we  collectively 
failed.  I  do  not  think  it  was  simply  that 
by  November  I  had  convinced  myself 
that  John  Kerry  had  so  very  much 
potential  to  be  as  excellent  a  president 
as  George  Bush  has  proved  to  be  a  dis¬ 
astrous  one.  I  do  not  even  think  it  was 
just  the  prospect  of  four  more  years  of 
military  adventuring  abroad  and  social 
irresponsibility  at  home.  It  was  of 
course  all  of  these  things. 

But  even  more,  I  think  November’s 
election  result  was  so  depressing 
because  it  seemed  that  so  many  of  us 
had  tried  so  very  hard.  People  had 
engaged  in  this  election  at  the  grass¬ 
roots  level  as  never  before.  Here  in  Noe 
Valley,  and  across  the  country,  we  had 
stood  on  street  comers  registering  vot¬ 
ers,  we  had  thrown  house  parties  for 
Kerry,  we  had  phone-banked,  we  had 
traveled  to  the  battleground  states.  Even 
those  of  us  who  had  never  given  money 
to  a  political  campaign  in  our  lives 
found  ourselves  writing  check  after 
check.  It  seemed  that  everyone  was 
doing  something,  and  it  seemed  that 
everyone  knew  someone  who  was  doing 
something.  Together  we  were  saving 
our  country. 

Country-saving,  however,  is  a  tricky 
and  sometimes  disheartening  business. 
For  all  our  efforts,  and  all  our  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  all  our  determination,  when 
decision  time  came,  it  turned  out  the 
other  team  beat  us.  And  this  time,  they 


beat  us  mostly  fair  and  square;  some 
three  million  more  people  were  con¬ 
vinced  by  George  Bush  and  the  Repub¬ 
licans  than  by  John  Kerry  and  us.  And 
so  we  Democrats  are  left  with  a  most 
vexing  question:  now  what? 

Over  the  next  four  years,  when  we 
are  not  raging  at  conservative  talking 
heads  on  our  television  screens  explain¬ 
ing  that  we  really  are  winning  in  Iraq, 
that  ending  Social  Security  is  really  the 
only  way  to  save  it,  and  that  a  federal 
guaranty  of  reproductive  freedom  is  not 
really  all  that  necessary  anyway,  we 
Democrats  should  have  plenty  of  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  figure  out  an  answer  to  the 
questions  raised  by  our  defeat  in  2004. 

Notwithstanding  the  barrage  of  bad 
news  from  Washington,  now  is  not  a 
moment  for  despair.  Now  is  a  time  for 
hope,  and  action.  Although  many  of  us 
had  convinced  ourselves  by  November 
that  we  could  win,  this  was  always 
going  to  be  a  difficult  election.  Incum¬ 
bents  are  hard  to  beat,  and  incumbents 
are  even  harder  to  beat  in  a  time  of  war. 

Over  the  next  four  years,  the  new 
organizations  that  emerged  so  promi¬ 
nently  in  2004 — MoveOn,  Democracy 
for  America  (a.k.a.,  the  “Deaniacs”), 
and  others — will  continue  to  search  for 
new  ways  to  reach  voters.  New  organi¬ 
zations  and  institutions  will  emerge,  and 
indeed  are  already  emerging,  to  meet 
and  match  the  Right’s  effective  use  and 
abuse  of  the  television  and  print  media, 
talk  radio,  and  of  course  the  think  tanks. 
And  most  importantly,  many  of  us  who 
really  engaged  with  politics  perhaps  for 
the  first  time  in  2004  will  continue  to 
work  to  make  a  country  that  cares  for  its 
poor  and  sick,  advances  its  youngest, 
provides  for  its  oldest,  and  respects  and 
is  respected  by  the  rest  of  the  world. 

I  know  that  here  in  Noe  Valley  the 
Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  plot  our  party’s  resurgence,  and 
we  would  welcome  your  help  and  com¬ 
pany.  We  meet  monthly  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry  at  1021  Sanchez  Street.  In 
the  coming  year,  we  hope  to  organize 
forums  on  Social  Security,  health  care, 
and  the  future  of  the  Democratic  Party. 
And  of  course,  you  will  continue  to  see 
us  on  24th  Street  and  elsewhere  regis¬ 
tering  voters  and  promoting  our  candi¬ 
dates  (yes,  we  will  be  having  another 
local  election  this  fall).  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  please  call  415-648-4010  or 
write  rafaelmandelman@yahoo.com. 

Twentieth  Street  resident  Rafael  Man¬ 
delman  has  been  at  the  helm  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Democratic  Club  for  n\’o  years. 


Isa’s  Salon  and  Spa  wishes  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  patronage! 

Thank  you  for  giving  us  your  trust.  We  hope 
you’ve  enjoyed  our  services. 

And  thanks  for  supporting  your  Noe  Valley 
neighborhood  businesses. 

WE  BRING  OUT  THE  BEST  IN  YOU 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  14 
www.isassalon.com 


Winter  Light:  Walking 
Around  Dolores  Park 

By  Stephen  Vincent 

On  a  winter  Sunday  afternoon, 
the  fresh  sunlight  cuts  in  at  an 
angle,  a  bright  shorn  interface 
against  the  painted  wood  Victorians,  the 
wet  peach  and  beige  stucco  Spanish- 
Moorish  architecture,  the  rain-scrubbed 
sidewalks.  The  park’s  palm  trees,  their 
fan-shaped  fronds,  make  louver-pat- 
temed  shadows — pushed  open  and  shut 
in  the  winter  breeze — to  offer  illumi¬ 
nated  saw-toothed  laths  of  light  that 
scale  downward  across  the  eastern 
slope’s  shiny  green  grass. 

Kenneth  Rexroth,  the  late  poet,  once 
said — and  I  think  rightly — that  San 
Francisco  was  not  a  city  of  weather,  but 
a  “city  of  light.”  It’s  not  that  we  do  not 
have  variations  in  the  weather,  but  that 
it  is  light  that  defines  the  way  we  look 
at  the  city — from  morning  to  night,  sea¬ 
son  to  season.  The  angle  of  light  defines 
and  redefines  architecture — its  shapes 
and  colors,  and  equally  well,  the  tem¬ 
perament  of  the  day,  the  energy,  the  inti¬ 
macy,  or  distance  between  its  citizens:  a 
variation  from  the  ecstatic  and  sublime 
to  the  remorseful  and  flat.  It’s  a  quality 
that  alters  from  neighborhood  to  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  is  as  factual  as  what  may 
be  grown  in  the  summer  across  the 
city’s  seven-mile  expanse,  from  the 
Embarcadero  along  the  Bay  to  the  edge 
of  the  Pacific.  Gold  to  green:  com  on 
Potrero  Hill,  Brussels  sprouts  in  the 
Richmond  and  the  Sunset. 

At  the  top  of  the  park,  looking  down 
from  the  comer  of  Church  and  20th,  is 
arguably  one  of  the  most  splendid  views 
toward  downtown,  extending  northeast 
across  the  Bay  to  Berkeley,  or,  split  by 
the  gray  suspended  towers  of  the  Bay 


Bridge  and  Treasure  Island,  east  to  the 
Oakland  hills  to  the  bluish  top  of  Mount 
Diablo  in  the  far  distance.  And  yet, 
there  is  the  park,  its  slopes  dipping  radi¬ 
cally  down  from  the  20th  Street  side¬ 
walk,  first  to  the  plateau  for  sunbathers 
and  dog  walkers,  and  again  down  to  the 
tai  chi  teacher  and  her  five  students 
making  geometric  gestures  and 
stretches  in  front  of  the  beige  sand,  the 
wooden  and  metal  climbing  structures, 
and  the  wood  boat  within  the  contoured 
playground.  Always  the  formation  of 
palms,  special  small  circular  groves  of 
them,  mostly  close  to  Dolores  Street, 
where  more  palms  form  a  rhythmic, 
shaggy  line  down  the  street’s  grass- 
filled  divider  strip. 

“Sacred  space”  is  not  the  first  phrase 
that  comes  to  mind  when  I’m  walking 
through  or  along  the  edges  of  the  park. 
Yet  the  Dolores  Street  side  makes  such 
an  association  inevitable.  The  high, 
shiny,  gold-shingled  dome  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Science  Church — between  20th  and 
Cumberland — dominates  (and  beauti¬ 
fully  so)  any  view  across  the  eastern 
upper  edge  of  the  park.  Though  the 
church,  built  in  1915,  seems  barely 
used,  the  dome,  in  particular,  promises  a 
singular  configuration  of  harmony — an 
uncontestable  architectural  testimony  to 
a  community’s  desire  for  spiritual  per¬ 
fection. 

In  the  next  block  down,  between 
Cumberland  and  19th,  is  the  Lutheran 
Church,  a  stodgy,  dark,  frosted  window, 
a  red-brick  survivor.  It  has  that  early 
immigrant  feel  of  Germans  and  Scandi¬ 
navians  reviving  their  Northern  Euro¬ 
pean  village  with  an  architectural  model 
built  to  survive  tough  weather,  tough 
wars,  and  hard  lives.  The  Protestant 
struggle  against  evil  and  harsh  nature 
are  implicit  in  its  design.  Not  unsurpris- 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $30  for  3  courses 
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ingly,  it’s  a  church  that  houses  the 
homeless  at  night  in  its  basement.  Its 
community  rooms  are  constantly  busy 
with  12-step  support  groups — Alcohol¬ 
ics,  Narcotics,  Sex  Addicts  Anonymous — 
as  well  as  a  Buddhist  meditation  group 
that  has  met  for  18  years.  It’s  a  church 
that  thrives  on  supporting  the  struggles 
of  individuals  and  communities  looking 
for  redemption  and/or  liberation. 

The  current,  relatively  peaceful  state 
and  care  of  Dolores  Park,  in  fact,  is  the 
result  of  many  such  struggles.  Not  too 
many  years  ago,  there  were  gang  mur¬ 
ders,  open  dope-dealing,  and  homopho¬ 
bic  bashings.  Today,  and  ongoing,  the 
moral  struggle  of  the  church  and  its 
neighbors  is  to  figure  out  in  what  ways 
to  deal  equitably  and  compassionately 
with  the  homeless,  so  many  of  whom 
still  sleep  their  nights  and  live  their  days 
along  the  park’s  edges. 

Of  course,  in  terms  of  the  sacred, 
going  further  north  on  Dolores  leads  to 
the  Catholic  Mission  of  St.  Francis  at 
16th  Street,  which  faces  the  synagogue 
Sha’ar  Zahav.  A  block  to  the  west  on 
19th  is  the  surviving  facade  of  the  B’nai 
David  Temple,  now  converted  into  con¬ 
dominiums  and  once  the  home  of  the 
mikvah  ritual  baths  for  women.  In  the 
latter  quarter  of  the  19th  century,  two 
synagogues  used  the  current  site  of  the 
park  for  adjacent  cemeteries. 

Indeed,  given  the  number  of  churches 
that  extend  along  Dolores,  it  is  difficult 
not  to  imagine — going  back  to  the 
Ohlone  Indian  presence — that  the  origi¬ 
nal  neighborhood  must  have  been  con¬ 
sidered  a  sacred  zone,  a  place  of 
reverence,  including  ceremonies  for  the 
burial  of  the  dead,  communion  with 
ancestors,  maybe  even  discourse,  argu¬ 
ment,  and  sharing  among  shamans  and 
tribal  elders.  Back  then,  the  site  would 
have  also  included  the  waters  of  what 
later  became  known  as  Mission  Creek, 
either  pouring  or  trickling  down  from 
Twin  Peaks  by  way  of  what  is  now  the 
tar-  and  asphalt-covered  18th  Street. 
Now  the  artery  carries  mostly  cars,  and 
the  water  goes  unseen  underground  into 
sewage  pipes.  Ironically,  probably  not 
on  account  of  divine  intercession  but 


tank  filled  with  water,  the  devastating 
fire  caused  by  the  1906  earthquake  was 
stopped  at  the  corner  of  20th  and 
Church  at  the  top  of  the  park,  a  rescue 
permanently  celebrated  with  a  gold- 
painted  fire  hydrant. 

The  Dolores  Park  Cafe  is  situated  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  Dolores  and 
18th  streets.  The  high,  wide  western 
window  and  the  sidewalk  tables  espe¬ 
cially  invite  the  afternoon  light.  The 
cafe  is  the  kind  window  through  which 
the  park  also  bestows  itself,  a  space  in 
which  issues,  both  secular  and  religious, 
appear  transparent.  Perhaps  it’s  the 
great  light  that  feeds  in  from  the  park, 
as  well  as  the  northern  windows,  but 
once  you’ve  gone  inside,  there  is  an 
inherent  reflective  quality  to  sitting  at  a 
table.  It’s  definitely  not  a  place  that 
invites  a  sales  or  marketing  meeting. 

So  it  is  no  shock  when  I  walk  into  the 
cafe  and  find  the  current  exhibit:  the 
walls  are  filled  with  several  large, 
mostly  gray-and-white  paintings  and 
prints.  From  the  doorway,  the  tight 
script,  the  multiple  lines  of  which  fill 
the  canvas  from  top  to  bottom  and  side 
to  side,  is  unreadable.  When  I  get  up 
close,  I  see  the  artist,  a  man  named  Tim 
Fowler,  has  repeated  the  same  word 
over  and  over,  vigorously  cutting  the 
word  into  the  surface  paint.  One  dip¬ 
tych — black  canvas  on  one  side,  white 
on  the  other— is  filled  with  the  word 
“Faith”  in  white  on  the  black,  and 
“Doubt”  in  black  on  the  white.  The  cap¬ 
tion  below  reads,  “Faith/2,030  times” 
and  “Doubt/2,040  times.” 

Interestingly,  when  I  step  back  from 
the  canvases  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
space,  the  repeated  words  lose  their 
clarity,  become  opaque,  and  dissolve 
back  into  the  omnipresence  of  the  cafe’s 
afternoon  light. 

In  fact,  different  from  the  churches 
up  and  down  Dolores,  the  cafe  begins  to 
appear  in  my  eyes  as  a  church  of  imme¬ 
diate  light,  replete  with  its  own  cere¬ 
monies  and  rituals.  The  way  the 
windows  draw  in  and  magnify  the  city’s 
presence  is  the  gift,  I  suspect,  behind 
our  architectural  love  of  bay  windows, 
the  way  they  multiply  one’s  sense  of 
interior  illumination. 

Stephen  Vincent,  a  poet  and  author  liv¬ 
ing  on  21st  Street,  writes  about  walks, 
poetry,  and  politics  in  his  blog  at 


"... absurdly  charming ..." 
“  ..jtraiqht-up  fabulous” 

San  Francisco  Magazine 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 
1186  Noe  Street  •  415-282-4492 
www.hidden-cottage.com 
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Young  Dancers  Need  a 
Lift  to  Japan 

By  Sandra  Halladey 

Long  before  she  could  walk,  my 
daughter  Emma  was  dancing! 
When  she  was  2,  we  discovered 
that  a  dance  class  for  toddlers  was  start¬ 
ing  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  We 
checked  it  out  and  met  Takami  Crad¬ 
dock — a  dancer  and  a  teacher.  The  class 
was  full,  and  was  intended  for  3-year- 
olds.  Takami  told  me  that  if  I  could  find 
some  other  2-year-olds,  she  would  start 
another  class.  We  did. 

Now,  eight  years  later,  Emma  still 
takes  dance  classes  from  Takami,  as  do 
a  handful  of  the  other  original  students. 
Takami  teaches  a  series  of  classes  with 
more  than  50  students  at  the  Ministry, 
as  well  as  at  the  Discovery  Studio.  The 
program,  known  as  DancEsteem,  con¬ 
sists  of  a  mixture  of  modem  and  tradi¬ 
tional  dance  with  an  emphasis  on 
improvisation. 

Takami  is  in  very  close  contact  with 
her  dance  teacher,  Sanae  Hara,  from 
Japan,  and  each  summer  she  performs 
there.  Last  May,  Sanae  Hara  and  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  Sanae  Hara  Dance  Acad¬ 
emy  traveled  to  San  Francisco  for  an 
exchange  of  dance  and  culture.  They 
performed  with  DancEsteem  at  the 
Brava  Theatre,  met  families  from  San 
Francisco,  and  traveled  in  the  Bay  Area. 


This  June,  the  advanced  students 
from  DancEsteem  will  accompany 
Takami  to  Japan  to  perform  with  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  Sanae  Hara  Dance  Acad¬ 
emy.  They  will  be  going  to  Takami ’s 
hometown  of  Numazu  City,  Shizuoka, 
Japan.  It  is  about  an  hour  south  of 
Tokyo,  near  Mt.  Fuji,  and  faces  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  It  is  a  very  famous  port 
city  with  very  good  sushi,  mandarin 
oranges,  and  green  tea.  This  will  be  a 
fantastic  opportunity  for  these  young 
committed  dancers,  and  a  cultural  ex¬ 
change  that  is  valuable  for  both  countries. 

Due  to  the  high  cost  of  this  trip, 
DancEsteem  will  be  raising  money.  The 
students  will  be  holding  a  performance/ 
demonstration  and  bake  sale  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  on  Sunday,  Feb.  13, 
from  3  to  4:30  p.m.,  for  a  suggested 
donation  of  $10.  This  is  an  opportunity 
to  support  the  Japan  trip,  see  emerging 
artists  on  the  San  Francisco  dance  scene, 
and  learn  more  about  DancEsteem. 

If  you  would  like  to  donate  or  hear 
more  about  the  program,  call  Takami 
Craddock  at  415-665-3914.  The  Min¬ 
istry  is  located  at  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
between  Elizabeth  and  23rd  streets. 

Sandra  Halladey  lives  on  Castro  Street 
with  her  husband,  Paul  Lanier,  and 
their  two  children,  Emma,  10,  and 
William,  8. 

Let  Bylines  Be  Bylines 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes  sub¬ 
missions  of  first-person  essays.  Mail 
manuscripts  to  Bylines,  Noe  Valley 
Voice ,  102!  Sanchez  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14;  or  send  an  e-mail 
to  bylines@noevalleyvoice.com. 

Please  include  your  name,  address, 
and  phone  number. 


ale  melton 


design 


A  full  range  of  design  services,: 
Kitcnens  and  Baths 
Space  Planning 
Furnishings 

Color,  Materials  and  Finishes 

Phone  415.348.1452 
Fax  415.348.1459 

galemelton@comcast.net 

Allied  Member  ASID 


Expertise  in  Winter 

FRUIT  TREE 
PRUNING* 


❖DAVID  BELLERo 
Landscape 
Services 


•Aesthetic  Pruning  of 
Trees,  Shrubs,  &  Vines 
•Specializing  in 
Edible  Landscapes 
•Installation  &  Maintenance 

415-515-4753 

ldbeller@yahoo.com 


Value  Your  Vacation? 

Building  dream  vacations  for  Noe  Valley  neighbors  since  1998  - 
the  specialists  at  Value  Vacation  can  customize  your  adventure. 


♦  Fall  Getaways 
&  Family  Travel 

♦  Food  &  Wine 
Tours,  Cooking 
Schools 

♦  Art  & 
Architecture 
Tours 

♦  Gay  Friendly 
Itineraries 


Tahiti,  Fiji, 
South  Africa  - 
ask  for  Ellen 

Brazil,  South 
America  - 
ask  for  Angelo 

Hawaii, 
Mexico, 
Caribbean  - 
ask  for  Lei 


CST  #2052962-40 


Value  Vacation 


3901  23rd  Street  at  Sanchez  •  415-824-2550 
www.valuevacation.com 
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Reading  and  the 
Year  of  the  Rooster 


Happy  New  Year!  In  this  edition,  we  look  back  to  some  of  the  highlights 
sent  in  by  NoeValleyans  traveling  during  the  Year  of  the  Horse.  We’ll 
be  catching  up  on  publishing  your  photos  this  year.  Thanks  for  your 
patience.  And  thanks  for  carrying  the  Voice  on  your  travels,  and  for  coming 
home  safely.  Please  continue  to  mail  your  photo  prints  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941  14.  Returns  will  be 
made  only  if  you  include  an  SASE.  Or  you  can  always  e-mail  photos  to 
jack@noevalleyvoice.com.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Reading  and  Riding.  Dale  Fehringer  and  Patty  McCrary  take  a  break  from  their 
uphill  bicycling  at  the  Doric  Temple  in  Sicily,  Italy. 


They’re  Reading  in  Reykjavik.  Robert  Dawson  is  flanked  by  son  Mark  and  his 
wife  Ellen  Manchester  during  their  two-week  trip  to  Iceland. 


COL  DE  LA  MADELEINE, 
Altitude  2000omrT 


■  |  E  R  S  i  ST  FRANCOIS'LONGCHAMP 

HEREILA  CHAMBRE 


More  Pedals  to  Push.  Meg  Meal  poses  after  her  long  ride  in  the  French  Alps  one 
day  before  the  Tour  deTrance  would  make  its  way  along  the  same  route. 


From  Bernal  to  Brazil.  The  tea  leaves  at  Lovejoy’s  tell  us  that  though  June  Ahern 
doesn’t  live  in  Noe  Valley,  her  many  ties  to  the  world’s  best  neighborhood  make  her 
our  perfect  representative  in  Rio. 


Waters  Watching.  Katie  and  Matt  Waters  share  their  reading  material  during  a 
pause  in  their  train  trip  out  of  Oslo,  Norway. 


Mainly  Masai.  An  African  photo  safari 
yielded  a  wealth  of  images  for  Maureen 
McGettigan  who  introduced  this  Masai 
tribesman  in  Tanzania  to  some  of  her 
photos  in  the  Voice. 
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SF  LIVE  AHTS 
PRESENTS 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 


At  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  St.  near  23rd 

All  ages  welcome!  •  Call  415-454-5238  for  information 


Fri. 
Feb.  5 


BILL  FRISELL’S  858  QUARTET 

7:30  and  9:30  p.m. 


RAFE  STEFANINI,  The  Shiftless  Rounders,  Kenny  Hall  & 
the  Long  Haul  String  Band 

7:30  p.m.  •  6th  Annual  SF  Bluegrass  &  Old-Time  Festival 


Fri. 

Feb. 11 


JOHN  REISCHMAN  &  THE  JAYBIRDS,  DUE  WEST 

8:15  p.m.  •  6th  Annual  SF  Bluegrass  &  Old-Time  Festival 


JACKSTRAW,  Crooked  Still,  Matt  Bauer 

7:30  p.m.  •  6th  Annual  SF  Bluegrass  &  Old-Time  Festival 


THE  PETER  ROWAN/TONY  RICE  QUARTET 

8:15  p.m.  •  6th  Annual  SF  Bluegrass  &  Old-Time  Festival 

Seniors  over  65  and  children  underl  2  get  $2  off  advance  ticket  price  at  the  door  only. 

Advance  tickets  available  at  Streetlight  Records  -  3979  24th  Street 

A  Project  of  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Presbyterian  Church 


www.noevalleymusicseries.com 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  •  Since  1975 

Oldest  Sushi  Bar  in  San  Francisco 


Matsuya 


Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  and  Wine 


Chef's  Choice  of  Sushi 


Open  5  to  10  Monday  through  Saturday 


3856  24th  Street  •  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  •  415-282-7989 


COLDWELL  BANKER 

proudly  presents 


LOTS  OF  PERIOD  DETAILS! 

43  Valley  Street 

Charming  upper  unit  condo  in  a  two-unit 
Victorian  building.  Two  bedrooms,  one 
bath,  formal  dining  room,  living  room  with 
fireplace,  hardwood  floors.  Sunny,  south 
garden.  Excellent  location,  easy  access  to 
280,  Muni  and  shops. 

Offered  at  $639,000 


PEGGY  MCINTYRE  & 
RENEE  GONSALVES 
415.338.0170  or  415.338.0217 


ATTRACTIVE 
WELL-MAINTAINED 
Six  Units  •  1265  Dolores 

Located  on  a  tree-lined  street.  Two  2BR 
units.  Four  1BR  units.  6  car  garage.  Over 
8  ft  high  bsmnt  with  potential!  Rear  deck 
with  wonderful  view.  Freshly  painted 
exterior.  Nice  backyard  and  laundry  facility. 
Near  Noe  Valley  shops  &  transportation. 

Offered  at  $1,575,000 


CHRISTINA  CHUNG 

415.452.7808 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LAKESIDE 

2633  Ocean  Avenue 

415.334.1880 


COLDUUeLL 
BANKER  □ 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 


SHORT 

TAKES 
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Qigong  with  yoga,  Chinese  medicine, 
martial  arts,  and  Buddhism. 

According  to  Femie,  the  practice  of 
Qigong  can  help  promote  weight  loss.  By 
developing  awareness,  “you  trust  your 
body’s  wisdom  about  what  and  when  to 
eat  so  you  can  naturally  attain  a  healthy 
weight  and  metabolism,”  he  says. 

Students  are  welcome  to  drop  in; 
classes  cost  $  1 5  to  $20,  sliding  scale.  For 
more  information,  call  415-305-4692. 

Randall  Hosts  Science  Fair 

More  than  200  entries  in  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Middle  School  Science  Fair  will  be 
on  display  at  the  Randall  Museum  Feb. 
26  through  March  4.  These  entrants  are 
the  best  of  the  4,300  projects  done  at  city 
public  and  private  schools  this  year.  An 
awards  ceremony,  honoring  the  top  sev¬ 
enth-  and  eighth-grade  science  fair  win¬ 
ners,  will  take  place  from  10:30  a.m.  to 
noon  on  Saturday,  Feb.  26. 

On  other  “Special  Saturdays”  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  the  museum  will  continue  its  pop¬ 
ular  series  of  drop-in  arts  and  science 
workshops,  including  a  Feb.  19  course  in 
molding  clay  pots  with  faces  (4  p.m.). 
Come  early  and  you  can  meet  the  mu¬ 
seum’s  animals  (starting  at  11:15  a.m.), 
then  watch  them  have  lunch  at  noon. 

To  find  out  more,  call  4 1 5-554-9600  or 
visit  www.randallmuseum.org.  The  Ran¬ 
dall  Museum  is  located  at  199  Museum 
Way,  off  Roosevelt  above  14th  and  Cas¬ 
tro  streets.  Hours  are  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m., 
Tuesdays  through  Saturdays. 

Being  60  Has  Its  Pluses 

Anyone  over  60  is  qualified  to  join  San 
Francisco  State  University’s  Sixty  Plus 
program,  a  group  of  people  who  meet 
twice  a  month  on  campus  to  hear  speak¬ 
ers  on  a  wide  range  of  subjects,  many 
with  a  local  angle.  Recent  topics  included 
the  history  of  the  Sunset  District  and  the 
workings  of  the  U.S.  Mint. 

Members  are  also  allowed  to  audit  uni¬ 
versity  courses,  and  may  attend  spring  se¬ 
mester  courses  this  year  if  enrolled  by 
Feb.  25.  Other  activities  include  road 
trips  and  museum  tours  at  reduced  ticket 
prices. 

Membership  costs  $40  for  first-time 
applicants  who  join  before  Aug.  3 1 , 2005. 
For  more  information  and  an  application, 
call  Eileen  Ward  at  the  Sixty  Plus  office 
at  415-566-9347. 

‘Wild  Parrots’  Film  Flies 

Award-winning  filmmaker  J udy  Irving 
was  living  in  Noe  Valley  when  she  began 
making  her  documentary  film  The  Wild 
Parrots  of  Telegraph  Hill  six  years  ago. 
The  tale  of  San  Francisco’s  flock  of  wild, 
cherry-headed  conures  tells  the  story  of 
the  birds  and  the  man  who  cared  for  them. 
North  Beach  resident  Mark  Bittner. 

The  theatrical  premiere  of  the  film  is  at 
7  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  9,  at  Embarca- 
dero  Cinema  in  San  Francisco,  and  is 
timed  to  coincide  with  the  paperback  re¬ 
lease  of  Bittner’s  memoir  by  the  same  ti¬ 
tle.  Interested  parties  are  invited  to  go  to 
Ferry  Park,  across  the  Embarcadero  from 
the  Ferry  Building,  at  dusk  on  Feb.  9  to 
watch  the  conures  fly  in  to  roost  in  the 
poplars  and  eucalyptus  trees  there.  “It’s 
quite  a  spectacle,”  Irving  says,  “since 
they  make  lots  of  noise  and  play-fight  be¬ 
fore  settling  down  for  the  night.”  After¬ 
ward,  the  group  will  walk  over  to  the  the¬ 
ater  for  the  screening  of  the  film. 

Irving  notes  that  “the  canary-winged 
parakeets  who  fly  around  the  Mission 
District  and  Noe  Val  ley  make  a  cameo  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  film,  and  there  is  an  ‘ur¬ 
ban  legend’  filmed  on  Dolores  Street,  so 


there’s  plenty  of  neighborhood  footage  in 
the  movie.”  The  Wild  Parrots  film  will 
play  at  the  Embarcadero  at  least  through 
Feb.  13,  she  says. 

For  information  on  additional  screen¬ 
ings  in  Berkeley  and  San  Rafael,  or  to 
learn  more  about  the  project,  visit 
www.  wi  Idparrotsfilm.  com. 

Treasures  at  the  Marsh 

Feeling  bogged  down?  Spring  is  swim¬ 
ming  along  at  the  Marsh,  a  nearby  theater 
showcase  that  bills  itself  as  “a  breeding 
ground  for  new  performance.” 

The  Marsh’s  2005  San  Francisco  Trea¬ 
sures  Series,  featuring  one-night  stands 
by  beloved  Bay  Area  performers,  kicks 
off  on  Sunday,  March  6,  at  2  p.m.,  with  a 
special  benefit  party  honoring  the  six 
stars  selected  this  year.  Benefit  tickets  are 
$35  to  $100,  and  proceeds  support  the 
Marsh’s  programs. 

The  once-a-month,  Wednesday-night 
series  begins  officially  on  March  16  with 
an  8  p.m.  performance  by  Ellen  Sebast¬ 
ian  Chang.  Chang  will  be  followed  up  by 
the  team  of  Merle  (Ian  Shoales)  Kessler 
and  Joshua  Brody  on  April  13.  Other 
“treasures”  are  Dee  Spencer  (May  18), 
Anne  Galjour  (June  22),  and  John  O’¬ 
Keefe  (July  27).  Tickets  cost  $25  to  $50 
per  performance,  or  $150  for  all  the 
shows,  including  the  March  6  benefit. 

Meanwhile,  the  Marsh’s  regular  lineup 
will  continue  to  chase  away  the  winter 
blues,  with  ongoing  shows  such  as  Brian 
Copeland’s  Not  a  Genuine  Black  Man,  on 
Thursdays  and  Fridays  at  8:30  p.m.,  Sun¬ 
days  at  5  p.m.;  and  Noe  Valley  resident 
Charlie  Varan’s  Rush  Limbaugh  in  Night 
School,  playing  Saturdays  at  8  p.m.  and 
Sundays  at  7  p.m.  Saturday  tickets  cost 
$22;  others  are  $15  to  $22,  sliding  scale. 

The  Marsh  is  located  at  1062  Valencia 
Street  near  22nd  Street.  For  reservations, 
call  415-826-5750  or  visit  www.ticket 
web.com.  To  find  out  more  about  shows 
and  classes,  go  to  www.themarsh.org. 

Free  Workshops  for  Kids 

The  winter  workshops  at  the  Mission 
District  nonprofit  826  Valencia  are  a  won¬ 
derful  opportunity  for  children  and  teens 
to  enjoy  writing,  cartooning,  and  even 
Valentine-making.  And  best  of  all,  the 
workshops  are  free. 

Among  the  gems  in  February  are 
“Memories  and  Souls,”  a  poetry  series  for 
12-  to  16-year-olds  beginning  Feb.  8;  a 
Writing  About  Art  workshop  on  Wednes¬ 
days  starting  Feb.  16;  and  a  series  called 
“Wicked  Good  Style  and  How  to  Get  It,” 
for  teens  14  to  18,  starting  Feb.  26.  All 
classes  are  taught  by  working  profes¬ 
sionals.  Advance  registration  is  required, 
as  is  a  fully  refundable  deposit  of  $25. 

Drop-in  tutoring  also  is  available,  Sun¬ 
day  through  Thursday,  2:30  to  5:30  p.m. 
Sign  up  online  at  www.826Valencia.org 
or  call  415-642-5778,  ext.  208.  Events 
and  tutoring  are  held  at  826  Valencia 
Street  between  19th  and  20th  streets. 


This  month's  Short  Takes  were  com¬ 
piled  and  written  by  Erin  O’Briant. 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Home  Sellers  Go  on 
Holiday 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

The  number  of  people  who  purchased 
a  single-family  home  in  Noe  Valley 
in  December  dropped  to  the  lowest  level 
(for  a  December)  since  2000. 

Buyers  closed  escrow  on  seven  homes 
during  the  last  month  of  2004,  according 
to  statistics  Zephyr  Real  Estate  provided 
to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice.  That  was  half  the 
number  recorded  in  December  a  year  ago. 
The  two  previous  Decembers  were 
busier,  also.  There  were  17  new  home- 
owners  in  December  2002  and  16  in  De¬ 
cember  200 1 . 

But  Randall  Kostick,  24th  Street  office 
manager  for  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  does  not 
believe  the  drop-off  portends  a  significant 
slowdown  in  the  Noe  Valley  housing  mar¬ 
ket,  which  has  been  red-hot  for  years. 


Instead,  he  says,  the  decline  probably 
occurred  because  homeowners  “were 
paying  attention  to  the  holidays”  rather 
than  offering  properties  for  sale. 

“It  was  more  about  sellers  deciding  not 
to  sell  than  buyers  deciding  not  to  buy,” 
he  says.  “There  were  plenty  of  buyers.” 

Kostick  points  out  that  in  December 
those  avid  buyers  paid  about  10  percent 
more  than  the  sellers  were  asking.  That 
helped  the  average  price  tag  for  a  single¬ 
family  home  stay  well  above  $1  million. 

“People  are  still  overbidding  to  get  the 
properties,”  he  says.  Another  sign  of  the 
neighborhood’s  resilient  market,  Kostick 
says,  is  that  homes  closed  escrow  in  less 
than  a  month.  The  average  deal  took  22 
days  ( 1 8  for  condos). 

However,  the  last  time  December  sales 
fell  into  single  digits  occurred  in  2000, 
when  eight  homes  closed  escrow.  The  av¬ 
erage  price  then  was  $850,000 — a  bar¬ 
gain  in  today’s  terms. 

In  December  ’04,  four  of  the  seven 
homes  sold  cost  more  than  $1  million. 
The  most  expensive,  $1,430,000,  was  a 
four-bedroom,  three-bath  home  in  the 
800  block  of  Elizabeth  Street. 

A  three-bedroom,  two-bath  condo¬ 
minium  in  the  1100  block  of  Church 
Street  was  December’s  costliest  attached 
home.  The  condo  sold  for  $1,353,000.  □ 


A  Snapshot  of  Noe  Valley  Rents* 


Type  of  Unit 

Number  in  Sample 

Range  of  Rents 

Average  Rent /Month 

Studio 

6 

$1,075 -$1,350 

$1,208 

1 -bedroom 

15 

$1,299 -$2,000 

$1,532 

2-bedroom 

11 

$1,695-  $3,200 

$2,521 

3-bedroom 

4 

$2,050 -$3,100 

$2,600 

4-bedroom 

1 

N/A 

$4,950 

*  These  rent  averages  are  based  on  a  sample  of  37  Noe  Valley  rental  listings  appearing  on 
www.craigslist.com  on  Jan.  17  and  18,  2005.  NVV2I05 

Let  Me  Finance 
Your  Dream 

Tina  Leonardi 

Mortgage  Consultant 

Direct  415.345.4343 
Cell  415.244.6038 
Email  loans@tinaleonardi.com 

•  Professionalism 

•  Service 

•  Integrity 


GUARANTEE 

MORTGAGE 


Total  Sales 

No. 

Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 

Low  High  Average  Avg.  Days  Sale  Price  As 

Price  ($)  Price  ($)  Price  ($)  on  Market  %  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

Dec.  2004 

7 

$675,000 

$1,430,000 

$1,074,286 

22 

110% 

Nov.  2004 

12 

$685,000 

$1,625,000 

$1,132,042 

29 

110% 

Dec.  2003 

14 

$600,000 

$1,795,000 

$1,070,571 

33 

108% 

Nov.  2003 

12 

$630,000 

$1,500,000 

$964,250 

40 

104% 

Condominiums 

Dec.  2004 

2 

$1,135,000 

1,353,000 

$1,244,000 

18 

116% 

Nov.  2004 

11 

$387,500 

$1,270,000 

$862,591 

35 

108% 

Dec.  2003 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nov.  2003 

7 

$445,000 

$751,000 

$582,286 

36 

105% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

Dec.  2004 

2 

$1,350,000 

$1,535,000 

$1,442,500 

92 

100% 

Nov.  2004 

1 

$1,301,000 

$1,301,000 

$1,301,000 

38 

100% 

Dec.  2003 

6 

$800,000 

$1,175,000 

$1,043,833 

29 

106% 

Nov.  2003 

4 

$905,000 

$1,375,000 

$1,073,750 

35 

102% 

5+  unit  buildings 

Dec.  2004 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nov.  2004 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dec.  2003 

2 

$1,350,000 

$1,950,000 

$1,650,000 

42 

1 1 1  % 

Nov.  2003 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Sales  information  is  supplied  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  by  Zephyr  Real  Estate  ( www.zephyr-re .com ) 

and  based  on  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  recorded  during  the  month.  “Noe  Valley”  for  the  purposes 

of  this  survey  is  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets. 

NW  2105 

Bill  Kurnizki  Construction 

415.262.0422  Lie. 795617. B.HIC 

REMODELING 

KITCHENS 

BATHROOMS 

DECKS 

Improving  homes  in  Noe  Valley  since  1988 
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Just  For  Fun 

&  (3czl/>6/ec/oo(//e3 

18  years  of  fun  in  Noe  Valley! 
3982  24th  Street 

(between  Noe  and  Sanchez) 

415.285.4068 

justforfun.  invitations,  com 


HHHI 


I 


Restocked  and  ready  with  gifts,  toys, 
stationery,  greeting  cards  &  more! 


Valentines!  Mardi  Gras! 
St.  Patrick’s  Day! 

And  at  Scribbledoodles. . . 

for  all  your  invitation  and  custom  printing  needs, 

Special  offers  from  Crane’s  and  William 
Arthur  on  personalized  stationery, 
through  February  24th! 


New  Wedding  and  Baby  books  for  2005! 


POLICE 

BEAT 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  25 


Theft  of  Vehicle:  5  a.m.,  Friday,  Dec.  17; 
Noe  and  28th  streets 

A  28th  Street  woman  reported  her 
white  2003  Honda  Civic  Hybrid  stolen 
from  near  her  home.  The  vehicle  bears  the 
California  license  5CVV519. 

Theft  from  Vehicle:  Between  12:45  and 
7:30  a.m.,  Saturday,  Dec.  18;  1400  block 
of  Duncan  Street 

A  woman  reported  that  an  unknown 
person  broke  into  her  1995  Ford  Windstar 
overnight,  damaging  the  window  and 
stealing  crystals  valued  at  $400. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  1  and  6  p.m., 
Monday,  Dec.  20;  28th  and  Douglass 
streets 

A  local  man  reported  his  gray  1987 
Oldsmobile  Cutlass  stolen.  The  vehicle 
was  recovered  the  next  day  in  the  2700 
block  of  Diamond  Street. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  8  p.m.,  Tuesday,  Dec.  21; 
4200  block  of  23rd  Street 

A  woman  reported  her  red  1988  Mazda 
RX7  stolen  from  23rd  Street.  The  vehicle 
was  recovered  on  Dec.  27  in  the  700 
block  of  Duncan  Street. 


HOW  TO  CONTACT  THE  SFPD 

oe  Valley  residents  and  mer¬ 
chants  are  welcome  to  attend 
police-community  meetings  held 
monthly  in  both  the  Mission  and  In- 
gleside  police  districts.  The  next  In- 
gleside  meeting  will  be  Tuesday, 
Feb.  15, 7  p.m.,  at  Ingleside  Station, 
1  Sgt.  John  Young  Lane,  off  the  2000 
block  of  San  Jose  Avenue.  The  next 
Mission  meeting  will  be  Tuesday, 
Feb.  27,  6  p.m.,  at  Mission  Station, 
630  Valencia  Street  near  17th  Street. 

Noe  Valleyans  who  live  or  work 
north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street  (within 
the  Mission  Police  District)  may 
report  recurring  problems  by  phon¬ 
ing  Mission  Station  at  558-5400  or 
e-mailing  SFPDMissionStation@ 
ci.sf.ca.us.  To  report  anonymously 
on  drugs,  gangs,  or  other  crimes,  call 
Mission  Station’s  nontraceable  hot¬ 
line  at  552-4558. 

Residents  and  merchants  in 
“outer”  Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar 
Chavez  Street — may  contact  Ingle¬ 
side  Station  by  calling  404-4000  or 
e-mailing  SFPDInglesideStation@ 
ci.sf.ca.us.  The  Ingleside  anony¬ 
mous  tip  line  is  587-8984.  To  sign  up 
for  the  station’s  daily  crime  e-letter, 
e-mail  Captain  Paul  Chignell  at 
Paul_Chignell@ci.sfca. us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
91 1 .  To  report  a  non-emergency  sit¬ 
uation,  call  553-0123. 


Just  In  for  2005:  the  full  line  of 

Disney  &  Pooh  Designs! 


Theft  of  License  Plate:  Wednesday,  Dec. 
22;  200  block  of  27th  Street 

The  California  license  plate  4MXB 1 28 
was  stolen  from  a  Honda  parked  on  27th 
Street. 


The  Voice  thanks  Ingleside  Police  Of¬ 
ficer  Mike  Smith  for  providing  access  to 
the  incident  reports  for  this  month's  Po¬ 
lice  Beat.  The  reports  were  summarized 
by  Voice  writer  Erin  O’Briant. 


Craftcare  Hardwood  Floors 

Specializing  in  All  Phases  of  Finished  Wood  Flooring 
WHERE  QUALITY  WORK  IS  OUR  PRIORITY! 
Free  Estimates  www.craftcare.net  (415)  826-6330 
Owner:  Bryan  McCue  •  State  License  #576013 


whipple 

construction 

remodeling  .  kitchens .  baths 

(415)  826-9642 

bill@whippleconstructionsf.com 

license  no.  745738 


oio. 

TAfcWG  JEWELRY 
FURTHER/ 

ARE  You 
READY  FoR  IT? 

SteU/zZVfhSfreef 
S.f.  V15-206-070V 


space 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 


'  V  .J'  Q- 


' 

■  4  .  •'  /A''  I 


designing  spaces 
for  outdoor  living 


Jude  Hellewell,  CA  Lie.  #4  186 
Tel  415.643.1840  ■ 


■  Laura  White 
www.outerspacela.com 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


additions 


mm 
kitchens 


baths 


Doug  Shoemaker  ALA,  Licensed  Architect  since  1 980 

415.648.1268,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 
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SHORT 

TAKES 


Dufty  to  Talk  with  Friends 

Want  to  give  your  San  Francisco  Board 
of  Supervisors  rep  a  piece  of  your  mind 
(or  a  pat  on  the  back)?  District  8  Super¬ 
visor  Bevan  Dufty  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  next  Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
meeting,  scheduled  for  7:30  p.m.  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  10.  Everyone  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  is  invited  to  attend. 

According  to  Friends  President  Debra 
Niemann,  this  will  be  an  opportunity  for 
Dufty  and  his  constituents  to  trade  views 
on  a  variety  of  topics.  “He’ll  talk  about 
the  revitalization  of  24th  Street,  parking 
issues  in  Noe  Valley,  and  cleanliness  is¬ 
sues,”  she  says.  He’ll  also  field  questions 
about  his  new  “backyard  dog”  ordinance. 

Later  in  the  meeting,  Friends  members 
will  update  their  efforts  to  bring  more 
quality  groceries  and  organic  produce  to 
Noe  Valley.  In  addition,  parents  whose 
kids  use  Noe  Courts  park  at  24th  and 
Douglass  streets  will  distribute  a  survey 
regarding  a  possible  upgrade  of  the 
grounds  and  playground  equipment. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Noe 
Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library,  located  at 
45 1  Jersey  Street  near  Castro  Street.  For 
more  information,  give  Niemann  a  call  at 
415-282-9918. 

Rocket  Dog  Asks  for  a  Boost 

Rocket  Dog  Rescue,  whose  adoptable 
pups  are  often  seen  in  front  of  Zephyr 
Real  Estate  on  24th  Street,  has  come  up 
with  two  ways  you  can  contribute  to  a 
new  Urban  Sanctuary  for  canines:  a  cock¬ 
tail  party  fundraiser  at  Terra  Mia  Ceram¬ 
ics  Studio  and  a  High  Tea  and  Crumpet 
Soiree  at  Lovejoy’s  Tea  Room. 

Founded  in  2001  by  dog  lover  Pali 
Boucher,  Rocket  Dog  Rescue  saves  hun¬ 
dreds  of  dogs  from  euthanasia  at  over¬ 
crowded  Bay  Area  shelters  every  year, 
and  Boucher  says  she  hopes  to  exceed 
that  number  significantly  with  the  help  of 
the  new  sanctuary.  Her  goal  is  to  raise 
$50,000  this  year  to  pay  for  a  warehouse 
where  Rocket  Dog  Rescue  can  safely 
house  its  animals. 

“We’re  an  all-volunteer  organization, 
completely  funded  by  donations,”  says 
Boucher.  “So  the  people  who  participate 
in  these  fundraisers  will  become  found¬ 
ing  members  of  the  Urban  Sanctuary,  and 
they’ll  be  responsible  for  helping  to  save 
300  or  more  dogs  a  year.” 

Currently,  Rocket  Dog  relies  exclu¬ 
sively  on  private  homes  to  foster  animals 
until  they  can  be  adopted;  once  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  is  completed,  the  volunteers  will 
continue  to  use  the  network  of  foster 
homes  in  addition  to  the  new  space, 
Boucher  says. 

The  high  tea  at  Lovejoy’s,  located  at 
1351  Church  Street,  takes  place  from 
5:30  to  9:30  p.m.  on  Feb.  1 1  and  includes 
food,  tea,  and  special  gifts.  Pet  psychics, 
tarot  card  readers,  and  massage  therapists 
will  be  on  hand  to  offer  their  services. 
Tickets  are  $250  and  seating  is  limited. 

For  those  who  can’t  manage  a  $250 
ticket  but  still  want  to  participate,  the 
cocktail  party  at  Terra  Mia  on  Feb.  26  is 
$35  per  ticket.  That  event  takes  place  at 
1314  Castro  Street  from  6  to  9:30  p.m. 

Tickets  to  both  events  will  be  sold  in 
advance  only.  All  donations  are  tax-de¬ 
ductible  and  go  directly  to  Rocket  Dog. 
To  purchase  tickets,  visit  www.rocketdog 
rescue.org  or  call  415-642-4786. 

The  Music  of  Childhood 

Pianist  and  radio  personality  Sarah 
Cahill  celebrates  the  mysteries  and 
charms  of  childhood  with  a  “Playdate”  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music  series  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  6,  at  4  p.m. 

This  high-spirited  event,  featuring  mu¬ 
sic  written  for  and  about  children,  will 


combine  a  classical  piano  recital  with 
theater,  audience  participation,  and  fun. 
The  program  will  include  selections  from 
Schumann’s  Album  for  the  Young,  De¬ 
bussy’s  Children's  Corner  Suite,  and 
Frederic  Rzewski’s  Snippets.  Cahill  will 
also  perform  new  works  by  composer- 
parents  (some  using  toys  as  instruments) 
and  melodies  composed  by  kids. 

The  concert  will  be  held  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry  at  1021  Sanchez  Street  near 
23rd  Street.  Tickets  are  $15  general  ad¬ 
mission  and  $12  for  students  and  seniors. 
They’re  available  at  the  door  or  online  at 
www.nvcm.org.  For  more  information, 
call  415-648-5236. 


An  Ethel  Merman  impersonator  does  her 
Led  Zeppelin  bit  in  24  Hours  on  Craigslist,  a 
locally  made  film  playing  at  this  month’s 
IndieFest.  Photo  by  Michael  Ferris  Gibson 


Local  Stars  at  IndieFest 

Among  the  100  entries  in  the  seventh 
annual  San  Francisco  Independent  Film 
Festival  (“IndieFest”),  running  Feb.  3 
through  1 5  at  three  San  Francisco  venues, 
are  two  hot  films  with  local  connections. 

The  first  is  a  76-minute  documentary 
called  24  Hours  on  Craigslist.  made  by 
Michael  Ferris  Gibson,  who  lives  at  Lai- 
dley  and  30th  streets.  The  film  explores 
the  marriage  of  minds  created  by 
www.craigslist.org,  a  message  board  web 
site  where  users  can  find  everything  from 
cooking  tips  to  jobs  to  a  Friday-night 
date.  It  documents  one  random  day  on 
Craigslist,  and  even  includes  a  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  “pooch  coach”  named  Beverly  who 
advertised  her  dog  training  services  on 
the  site,  says  Gibson.  The  fdm  will  be 
shown  on  Feb.  5  at  4:30  p.m.  at  the  Roxie 
Cinema  at  31 17  16th  Street.  On  Feb.  13, 
24  Hours  plays  at  the  Women’s  Building, 
3543  18th  Street,  also  at  4:30  p.m. 

The  other  local  connection  is  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  sci-fi  author  Michael  Blumlein 
(whom  the  Voice  wrote  about  in  our  De¬ 
cember  1993  issue).  Blumlein’s  1993  cult 
novel  X,Y  has  been  adapted  into  a  90- 
minute  film  by  the  same  name,  directed 
by  Vladimir  Vitkin.  X.Y  is  about  a  female 
stripper  who  collapses  onstage  one  night 
and  wakes  up  to  find  that  she’s  a  man  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  woman’s  body.  Reviewer  Bruce 
Fletcher  describes  the  movie  as  a  “sur¬ 
real,  disturbing  dissection  of  male-female 
power  struggles,”  and  says  it’s  likely  to 
be  sold  out  at  the  festival.  It  screens  at  the 
Roxie  on  Feb.  5  at  1 1 :45  p.m.  and  Feb.  1 3 
at  9:30  p.m. 

Tickets  to  the  IndieFest  are  $9  for  each 
regular  screening,  $7  for  matinees,  and 
$20  for  opening  night.  Opening  night  fes¬ 
tivities  include  the  Castro  Theatre  show¬ 
ing  of  Asia  Argento’s  The  Heart  Is  De¬ 
ceitful  Above  All  Things,  and  a  big  bash 
afterwards  at  the  Swedish  American  Hall. 
For  the  entire  schedule  of  films,  call  415- 
820-3907  or  visit  www.sfmdie.com.  To 
see  a  trailer  of  the  Craigslist  movie,  go  to 
www.24hoursoncraigslist.com. 

Qigong  on  Thursday  Nights 

Classes  in  Qigong,  a  practice  in  which 
students  use  exercise,  breathing,  and 
other  techniques  to  balance  the  life  force 
of  the  body,  are  available  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry  at  1021  Sanchez  Street  every 
Thursday  evening  from  6:30  to  8  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  resident  Chris  Femie,  who 
is  also  founder  of  the  Institute  for  Inter¬ 
nal  Transformation,  teaches  the  class, 
which  combines  different  styles  of 
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Who  to  Call  at  City  Hall 


For  Problems  With... 


Burned-Out  Streetlights  Street  Lighting  and  Repair . 415-554-0730 

Graffiti . . . 4 15-241 -WASH 

Illegal  Dumping  (litter,  dog  poop)  . 415-28-CLEAN  (282-5326) 

Potholes  potholes@ci.sf.caMs . 415-695-2100  (695-2020  after  5  p.m.) 

Sewer  Odor  24-Hour  Odor  Hotline . 415-695-2096 

Tree  Hazards  and  Trimming  Bureau  of  Street  Environmental  Services 

www.ci.sf.ca.us/sfdpwltrees . 41 5-695-20 1 7 

Lost  or  Injured  Animals  Animal  Care  and  Control . 415-554-9405 

Traffic  Signals  Out . 415-550-2736 

Missing  or  Damaged  Street  Signs . 415-554-9780 

Abandoned  Vehicles . 415-553-9817 

Aggressive  Panhandling  . 415-553-0123 

Illegal  Parking  DPT  Dispatch . 415-553-1200 


Someone  Passed  Out  on  the  Street  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  (MAP) . .  415-431-7400 


Utility  Undergrounding  Department  of  Public  Works 


undergrounding@sfgov.org . 415-554-4860 

Whistleblower  Hotline . 415-554-2489 


Other  Handy  Numbers: 

Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services . 41 5-558-7 1 1 1 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty . 415-554-6968 


Thank  you,  fellow  citizens  and  public  seiyanrs.for  keeping  the  neighborhood  spiffy. 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Protect  your  furnishings  with 
SOLAR  SHADES  from  Stitch 


WINDOW  COVERINGS  MADE  EXPRESSLY  FOR  YOU 
TEL  415  641  6081  www.stitchsf.com 


A  Creative, 

Supportive  Environment 


Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-3 


3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 


wtww.imagiknit.com 


COLDLUCLL 
BANKER  □ 


Buying  or  Selling  -  Call  the  Betty  Taisch  Team! 
We  Exceed  Your  Expectations!! 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in  today's  active 
market  -  plus  local,  nationwide  and  international  marketing. 
Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

Top  1%  Nationally  •  International  President's  Premier 


CRS,  CRB,  LTG,  SRE,  E-PRO 

Broker  Associate 


:T?etty  ,  /aisch. 


Ready  to  meet  your 
real  estate  needs! 


Certified  Residential  Specialist 
Senior's  Real  Estate  Specialist 
11  year  Noe  Valley  Resident 

(415)  338-0121 

betty@taisch.com  •  wwwLtaisch.com 


Expect  the  best. 

I 
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BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE. ..PADS  &  SHOES 


INCLUDES: 

•  FREE  BRAKE  INSPECTION 

•  FREE  SAFETY  CHECK 

•  Apply  special 
anti-squeak  treatment 
on  pads 

•  Repack  wheel  bearing 


with  high  temp  grease 

•  Adjust  parking  brake 

•  Refill  system  with  DOT 
3  brake  fluid 

•  Install  new  Bendix 
quality  pad  or  heavy 
duty  shoes 


Inspect  master 
cylinder,  wheel^i _ 
cylinder,  hoses  ''  jf  ' 
and  caliper 
Brake  performance 


Pads  &  Shoes  |\|V 

GUARANTEED  FOR 
LIFE! 

FROM 


road  test 
•  Deglaze  drums  or  rotor 


Turn  Drums  &  Rotors  &  Metallic  Pads  Extra 


FRONT  OR  REAR 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


Front  Wheel  Drive  Included 
New  Factory  Parts  for  Imports  &  Domestics  (not  rebuilt) 
FREE  Lifetime  Service  Adjustments 

GUARANTEED 

3  yrM  30,000  mi.  on  Parts  1  yr.,  1 2,000  mi.  on  Labor 


Start  From 


Pressure  plate 
Clutch  disc 
Throw  out  bearing 
Pilot  bearingt 
Deglaze  flywheel 
Lubricate  transmission 
spline 

Inspect  &  lubricate  cover 


•  Check  hydraulic  system 

•  Check  front  axel  &  drive 
shaft 

•  Adjust  linkage  or  cable 

•  Check  transmission 
fluid  level 

•  Road  test 

•  Safety  check 


2  t 

t  If  applicable,  turn  flywheel  extra.  NV 


TIMING  BELT  JAPANESE  &  EUROPEAN  MODELS 


Hidden  behind  a  cover,  you  can’t  see  your  timing  belt.  If  you  have  60,000  miles  or 
more  on  your  original  timing  belt,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your  timing 


belt  breaks,  it  may  cause  costly  engine  damage. 


Start  From 


Includes: 

•  We  will  install  a  new 
timing  belt 


•  inspect  front  Oil  Seals 

•  Inspect  Fan  Belts 

•  Check  Ignition  Timing 

•  Cars  &  Light  Trucks 


6,  8  Cylinders. 
Power  Steering. 
Air  Conditioning 
cost  extra 


Certain  models. 
Call  for  your  quote. 


*129 


95’ 


NV 


SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE 


3,000  MILE  SERVICE 


$15 


95 


NV 


LUBE,  OIL  &  FILTER 

•  Drain  Oil  &  Refill  Up  to  5  Qts.  of 
Penzoil  or  Kendall  (10-30  Wt) 

•  Install  New  Purolator  Oil  Filter 

LUBE  CHASSIS 

•  Check  Fluids  as  Needed  •  Transmission. 
Cooling  System,  Anti-Freeze  &  Windshield 
Washer.  Battery  Water,  Brake  Fluids  •  Check 

Air  Filter,  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Rotate  Tires 
Upon  Request 

•  Safety  Check 


Most  cars  &  Light  trucks.  Waste  disposal  included. 


15,000  45,000  75,000  105,000 


Cars  & 
Light  Trucks 


•99 


QCfHt  Fuel  In)..  Valve 
I  adj.  extra  if 


required 


Install  New  Bosch  Nippondenso  Spark  Plugs  • 

Install  New  Air  Filter  •  Install  New  Fuel  Filter  •  Install  PVC  Valve*  • 
Install  New  Cranckcase  Filter*  •  Install  New  Oil  Filter  •  Change  Oil 
Up  to  5  Qts.  of  Penzoil  or  Kendall  •  Check  &  Top  Off  Fluids  as 
Needed  •  Transmission.  Trans  Axel,  Clutch  Hydraulic, 

Differential,  Power  Steering,  Cooling  System  Anti-Freeze,  Battery, 
Brake  Fluids  •  Set  Carburetor  Idle  if  required  •  Adjust  Drive  Belts 
Tension  if  required  •  Adjust  Steering  Gear  Box  if  required  • 

Inspect  Drive-Fan  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Inspect  &  adjust  Brakes*  •  ' 

Inspect  Steenng  &  Suspension  •  Inspect  Exhaust  System  • 

Inspect  Under  Carriage  •  Check  &  Adjust  Clutch  Free  Play*  •  Check 
Charging  System  •  Check  Starting  System  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon 
Request*  •  Check  Tire  Pressure  •  Check  Lights  •  Road  Test 


’  •  6-cyl.  fuel  injection,  platinum  plugs,  4x4  extra.  Some  models  require  valve  adjustments  to  complete  service  al  extra  cost. 


FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

New  State  of  the  Art  Equipment  •  16  Lifts  for  Fast  Service  •  We  ll  Beat  Any  Competitor's  Written  Price! 


431-3700 

740  Valencia  St.  (between  18th  &  19th,  near  BART  &  Muni) 
Monday  —  Friday,  7:30  am  -  6  pm  •  Saturday  8  am  -  6  pm 

«anl 


DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  &  CLUTCH 


“Best  Brake  &  Clutch  in  Town  Since  1 982" 


*We  do  not  pay  our  service  writers  or  auto  technicians  commissions.  Often,  additional  parts  or  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete  repair 
properly.  Cost  may  be  substantial.  We  perform  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  Must  present  coupon  when 
service  order  is  written.  NO  EXCEPTIONS!  These  coupons  may  not  be  combined  with  any  ot  our  other  otters. 


NOE’S  BAR 

Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


The  Best  in  Sports  Viewing! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


<  Kitchen  Sync 

Creative  Kitchen  Desicn  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7701 


KiafbMaid  corian*  granite  zodiaq 

Cabinetry 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


"Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 

Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

STATE  FARM 

1501  Church  Street 

San  Francisco,  California 

California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

INSURANCE 

Like  a  good  neighbor. 

s 

’  State  Farm  is  there.  ® 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 

PALM  SPRINGS? 


Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 


Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 
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$65 

Oakland 


www.blissbarsf.com 


POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beat  is  a  roundup  of  crimes  and 
other  police  incidents  in  Noe  Valley. 
“Noe  Valley”  is  defined  as  the  area  bor¬ 
dered  by  Grand  View,  21st,  Fair  Oaks, 
and  30th  streets.  The  following  crime 
summaries  were  culled  from  incident  re¬ 
ports  filed  at  Ingleside  Police  Station  dur¬ 
ing  November  and  December  2004. 

Because  of  a  change  in  policy  at  Mis¬ 
sion  Station,  crime  records  for  the  part  of 
Noe  Valley  within  that  station’s  jurisdic¬ 
tion — north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street — 
were  not  available. 

Theft  from  Vehicle:  Between  5  p.m.,  Fri¬ 
day,  Nov.  12,  and  8  a.m.,  Saturday,  Nov. 

13;  27th  and  Sanchez  streets 

A  man  reported  that  an  unknown  per¬ 
son  broke  into  his  Honda  convertible, 
damaging  the  top  of  the  car  and  stealing 
his  Armani  sunglasses  and  a  suitcase. 

Theft  from  Vehicle:  Between  8:15  p.m., 
Tuesday,  Nov.  16,  and  7:10  a.m.,  Wednes¬ 
day,  Nov.  17;  Duncan  and  Dolores  streets 
A  Duncan  Street  woman  reported  that 
her  garage  door  opener  and  some  paper¬ 
work  had  been  stolen  from  her  vehicle 
overnight. 

Burglary:  3:23  a.m.,  Thursday,  Nov.  18;  a 
coffee  shop  in  the  1500  block  of  Church 
Street 

A  coffee  shop  owner  was  detained  by 
police  while  responding  to  an  alarm 
sounding  in  his  business.  After  police 
confirmed  the  owner’s  identity,  they  in¬ 


vestigated  the  scene  and  discovered  the 
cash  register  drawer  open  and  $  1 50  miss¬ 
ing.  The  front  door  showed  pry  marks. 
No  suspect  was  found. 

Burglary:  Between  5  p.m.,  Saturday, 

Nov.  20,  and  10  a.m.,  Monday,  Nov.  22; 

200  block  of  29th  Street 

An  unknown  person  broke  into  a  house 
under  construction  and  stole  four  saws 
that  had  been  left  there  overnight.  Police 
believe  the  point  of  entry  and  exit  was  an 
unlocked  window.  No  suspect  has  been 
found. 

Theft  from  Vehicle:  Between  10  p.m., 
Monday,  Nov.  22,  and  1  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
Nov.  23;  500  block  of  27th  Street 

A  27th  Street  resident  reported  several 
items  missing  from  his  1 999  Honda  CRX, 
including  a  laptop  computer,  cell  phone, 
iPod,  camera,  Palm  Pilot,  and  opera 
glasses.  He  found  no  signs  of  forced  en¬ 
try,  and  a  suspect  has  not  been  found. 

Burglary:  12:12  a.m.,  Wednesday,  Nov. 

24;  a  store  in  the  1400  block  of  Church 
Street 

An  unknown  suspect  broke  into  a  busi¬ 
ness  on  Church  Street,  smashing  in  the 
glass  front  door  and  activating  the  build¬ 
ing  alarm.  Apparently  nothing  was  taken. 

Burglary:  3  a.m.,  Thursday,  Nov.  25;  1700 
block  of  Church  Street 

An  unknown  person  attempted  to 
break  into  a  building  at  Church  and  30th 
streets,  setting  off  the  building’s  alarm. 
There  was  no  sign  the  suspect  gained  en¬ 
try  to  the  building. 

Theft  from  Vehicle:  Saturday,  Nov.  27, 
6:35  p.m.;  100  block  of  Day  Street 

Neighbors  on  Day  Street  reported  a 
man  picking  the  lock  of  a  pickup  truck 
and  stealing  what  appeared  to  be  a  brief¬ 


17  year’s  experience 


BLiSS  BAR 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

0  4026  24th  St.  s 

5  415-826-6200 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


case  from  the  vehicle.  The  man  rode  away 
on  a  red  bicycle.  Police  detained  a  man 
who  fit  the  neighbors’  description,  but  he 
was  not  the  suspect. 

Burglary:  Between  11  p.m.,  Saturday, 

Nov.  27,  and  9:30  a.m.,  Sunday,  Nov.  28;  a 
restaurant  in  the  1700  block  of  Church 
Street 

The  window  of  a  local  restaurant  was 
damaged  overnight,  but  apparently  the 
unknown  suspect  did  not  gain  entry  into 
the  establishment.  Police  fingerprinted 
the  area. 

Recovered  Vehicle:  9:24  a.m.,  Saturday, 
Nov.  27;  300  block  of  29th  Street 

A  Honda  Accord  belonging  to  a  San 
Leandro  man  was  recovered  by  police  on 
29th  Street. 

Burglary:  Between  12:20  and  5:15  a.m., 
Sunday,  Nov.  28;  a  restaurant  in  the  1700 
block  of  Church  Street 

An  unknown  person  stole  $200  in  cash 
and  damaged  the  windows  of  a  local 
restaurant.  Nothing  else  was  taken  and 
the  burglar  was  not  found. 

Burglary:  Between  9:30  a.m.  and  7:50 
p.m.,  Monday,  Nov.  29;  1700  block  of 
Dolores  Street 

A  local  man  reported  many  items 
stolen  from  his  apartment,  including  a 
wireless,  phone,  computer  printer,  digital 
camera,  MP4  player,  and  thousands  of 
dollars  worth  of  jewelry.  There  was  no 
sign  of  forced  entry,  and  no  suspect  was 
found. 

Burglary:  Between  12:15  and  1:15  p.m., 
Tuesday,  Dec.  7;  200  block  of  27th  Street 

Two  27th  Street  relidents  returned  to 
their  home  to  discover  that  their  garage 
had  been  ransacked.  Stolen  items  in¬ 
cluded  a  bicycle,  saw,  drill,  and  picnic 
basket.  No  suspect  has  been 


found. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  4  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
Dec.  7,  and  8  a.m.,  Thursday,  Dec.  9;  300 
block  of  28th  Street 

A  28th  Street  man  reported  his  aqua 
1991  Honda  Civic  stolen  from  near  his 
home.  The  vehicle  bears  the  California  li¬ 
cense  4AKB306. 

Theft  of  Vehicle:  Between  5  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
Dec.  7,  and  3  p.m.,  Wednesday,  Dec.  8; 
Church  and  30th  streets 

A  Day  Street  resident  reported  her  sil¬ 
ver  1990  Toyota  Celica  stolen.  The  vehi¬ 
cle  bears  the  California  license  2TSL633. 

Theft:  Between  10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m., 
Wednesday,  Dec.  8;  Sanchez  and  29th 
streets 

A  local  woman  returned  home  to  dis¬ 
cover  that  two  bicycles  were  missing 
from  her  garage,  and  that  the  chain  bike 
locks  had  been  cut  off.  No  suspect  has 
been  found. 

Burglary:  Between  12:30  p.m.,  Sunday, 
Dec.  12;  100  block  of  Valley  Street 

Residents  near  Church  and  Valley 
streets  told  police  a  suspicious  man  was 
running  through  neighborhood  yards  and 
jumping  fences.  Police  caught  and  ar¬ 
rested  a  suspect,  a  Valencia  Street  resi¬ 
dent,  who  had  allegedly  broken  into  an 
apartment  in  a  nearby  building.  Nothing 
was  stolen  from  the  apartment. 

Malicious  Mischief:  9:23  p.m.,  Monday, 
Dec.  13;  outside  a  bar  in  the  1600  block  of 
Dolores  Street 

A  drunken  man  rammed  his  pickup 
truck  into  another  vehicle  following  a 
verbal  altercation  outside  a  local  bar.  The 
suspect  was  not  found. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  26 


/.  aCCen 

home  furnishings  and 


furnishings  and  fine  gifts 


Asian  antiques  •  custom  furnishings  •  lamps 


Distinctive,  well  priced  gifts 
and  home  accessories 

746  Diamond  Street  at  24th  www.j-allen.com 
415.285.7917  jallenassociates@yahoo.com 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Garden 


Artistry 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


S-nienMy,  £imau^ine  Service 

Last  Minute  Service  Available 
w  P  •  Oakland,  San  Francisco  &  San  JoTe  Mrpdrts 


Airport  Special 
Ride  in  Luxury 

$45  -  $50 
SF0 


Office  415-948-6976  •  Fax  510-652-2611  •  friencflylimo@hotmail.com 


Wedding  Parties  /  Local  Tours  /  All  Occasions 


Thinking  about  therapy? 


4112  24th  Street 

Skilled 


Alan  Wolf,  LCSW 

•  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14  •  (415)  577-4485 

Compassionate  Insightful 


|  have  over  ten  years  of  experience  providing  psychotherapy.  My  specialties  include: 

•  Depression  •  Crisis  intervention 

•  Anxiety  •  HIV  /  Coping  with  medical  issues 

•  Relationship  difficulties  •  Work  -  stress 

•  Family  of  origin  issues  •  Lesbian  and  Gay  /  sexual  orientation 

•  Life  transitions  /  aging  •  Gender  -  identity 

•  Bereavement  /  loss  •  Couple  and  family  issues 

Individual,  couple  and  family  therapy  for  adults  /  Redwood  City  location  also  available 
Sliding  scale  and  evening  hours  available  /  License:  LCS 19658 
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Providing  you  with  talented  and 
experienced  auto  body  repair  work. 

With  our  team  of  professionals  you  can  expect 
nothing  less  than  "new  car"  results.  So  come 
in  for  touch-ups  or  full  body  repair  today! 


SAVE  TODAY 


10% 

OFF 


Present  this  ad  at 
time  of  estimate  for 
10%  off  labor,  or 
for  insurance  jobs, 
10%  off  your  deductible. 


4050  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  (A  94114 


J.R.  Hubbard 

Owner 


r  phone  415.282.2665 
fax  415.2827668 


www.SelectaAutoBody.com 


TAKE  YOUR  USED 

MOTOR 

OIL 

TO  ANY  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS. 


Your  used  motor  oil  can  be  cleaned  and  re-refined  into  new  motor  oil. 
Don't  pour  it  down  the  drain  or  throw  it  in  the  trash.  Recycle  it! 

Richmond  &  laurel  Heights 

JifTy  Lube:  6099  Geary.  '’50-0233 
Kragen:  6101  Geary,  387-1783 
T&R76-2:  301  25th  Avc.,  668-4343  . 

Firestone:  2800  Geary,  567-331 1 
Kragen:  3855  Geary,  668-5241 
T&R76-1:  3501  Geary,  752-3968 

Pacific  Heights  &  Western  Addition 

Chevron:  2500  California,  567-1 136 

South  of  Market 

Firestone:  1501  Mission  St.,  621-4650 
JifTy  Lube:  300  7th  St.,  255-0900 
Kragen:  2300  16th  St.,  431-3386 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1401  Mission,  863-3939 
Quality  Tune-Up:  490  S.  Van  Ness,  431-6550 
SF  Honda:  10  S.  Van  Ness,  441-2000 

Potrero  Hill  &  Mission  Bay 

R  +  W  76:  800  Folsom,  982-2836 
S&C  Ford:  211  Industrial,  553-4400 

Marina  &  Cow  Hollow 

Kragen:  2246  Lombard,  563-4200 

Portola  &  Visitacion  Valley 

Kragen:  2500  San  Bruno,  656-0696 
Portola  Auto:  2780  San  Bruno,  468-5175 
Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel,  330-1400 

Sunset  &  Parkside 

Kragen:  2150Taraval.  682-9177 
Chevron:  1890  19th  Avc.,  731-2733 
Marks  Unocal  76:  1700  Noriega,  566-0440 

For  more  information,  call  the  SF  Environment  hotline:  (415)  554-4333 

Funded  by  a  grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board  1  .  ’ 


North  Beach  &  Telegraph  Hill 

Port  of  SF:  China  Basin  Of  Pier  52/54.  274-0565 
Port  of  SF:  1  Ivdc  St.  Harbor  Of  Jefferson,  274-0565 

Russian  Hill,  Nob  Hill  8c  Tenderloin 

Chevron:  2465  Van  Ness.  441-2240 
Jiffy  Lube:  2030  Van  Ness,  922-7258 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1200  Larkin.  673-3441 

Civic  Center 

Quality  Tune-Up:  1 175  Fell,  626-6446 

Downtown  &  South  of  Market 

Union  76:  390  1st  St.,  957-1754 

Mission  &  Bernal  Heights 

Oil  Changer:  198  Valencia,  487-1740 
Unocal  76:  401  Potrero.  863-6043 

Bayview  &  Hunters  Point 

ABC  Auto:  1650  Davidson  Ave.,  826-8676 

Excelsior  &  Crocker  Amazon 

Kragen:  1 1 50  Ocean,  585-9800 
Quality  Tune- Up:  4650  Mission,  334-4993 

West  Portal  &  Miraloma 

Claremont  Chevron:  301  Claremont,  753-9552 


* 
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SF  Environment 


NOE  VALLEY  COMPUTERS 


Sales  -  Service  -  Networking 

Specialists  in  Small  Business  and  Home  Office  Networking 

Authorized  Reseller  for  RCN  Cable  and  COVAD  DSL 


Serving  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years 

100  Clipper  Street  ©church  282-3000 


■  YOUR  FULL  SERVICE  PLUMBING  CONTRACTOR  ■ 


SchweD 

.  CONSTRUCTION  . 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
Member: 


f  o  % 
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SCREEN 

AND 

SCREEN 

A  GA  IN! 


Watching  the 
Detectives, 
Neo-Noir  Style 


use  San  Francisco  locations. 

Or  consider  adding  a  plot  twist  to  the 
usual  litany  of  double-crossing  dames, 
derringers,  and  dim  lighting,  by  taking  a 
look  at  “neo-noir”  movies  instead,  films 
made  in  the  last  few  decades  that  bor¬ 
row  from  the  1940s  heyday  of  noir. 

Perhaps  the  best-known  example  of 
neo-noir  is  Roman  Polanski’s  brilliant 
Chinatown  (1974),  starring  Jack  Nichol¬ 
son  and  Faye  Dunaway.  But  you’ll  find 
more  tough  guys — and  gals — in  tight 
spots  in  the  following  neo-noir  films. 

Philip  Marlowe  Revisited 


By  David  O’ Grady 

The  Castro  Theatre  is  the  closest 
we  come  to  a  movie  house  in 
Noe  Valley.  It’s  a  short  walk 
from  the  neighborhood — if  you  don’t 
mind  the  alpine  climb  between  our  val¬ 
leys.  But  it’s  always  been  worth  the  trip, 
especially  for  the  annual  Noir  City  Film 
Festival,  held  in  January. 

Unfortunately  for  us,  the  festival 
moved  to  the  Balboa  Theater  this 
year — a  fine  theater,  but  too  far  for  a 
leisurely  stroll.  So  on  these  drizzly  win¬ 
ter  nights,  when  Noe  Valley  is  shrouded 
in  fog  like  a  film  noir  set,  stop  by  one  of 
our  neighborhood  video  stores  for 
rentals  that  define  the  genre,  such  as 
The  Maltese  Falcon ,  The  Big  Sleep ,  and 
Dark  Passage,  one  of  the  best  films  to 


Film  noir,  then  and  now,  often  pits  a 
private  eye  against  mysterious  forces  of 
power  and  corruption — forces  that 
threaten  to  bend  or  even  break  his  moral 
compass.  There’s  no  better  example 
than  Raymond  Chandler’s  world-weary 
Los  Angeles  detective,  Philip  Marlowe. 

Marlowe  debuted  in  the  ’40s  but 
returned  to  the  big  screen  in  the  1970s, 
with  the  films  Farewell,  My  Lovely 
(1975)  and  The  Long  Goodbye  (1973). 

Farewell,  My  Lovely,  starring  Robert 
Mitchum,  finds  Marlowe  investigating 
two  seemingly  routine  and  unrelated 
cases:  tracking  down  the  former  flame 
of  a  crook  just  released  from  the  slam¬ 
mer,  and  recovering  a  stolen  necklace 
for  the  seductive  Mrs.  Grayle,  played  by 
a  Lauren  Bacall-like  Charlotte  Ram¬ 
pling.  But  when  his  informants  turn  up 


Beauty 


and  hair  come 


Two  locations  j 
to  serve  you  I 


1599  Dolores  St. 


at  29th  St. 


415.550.1656 

and 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 


Soft  highlights  Bold  lowilgt 
Japanese  Thermal  | 
Reconditioning  Straighten 
Curlflhair  experts  avpjlab 

Color  or  Straighten#  2C 

for  new  clients  only  111,, 


Open  7  Days 

www.hairplay.com 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Deserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$25  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24th  St.  415-282-4969 

Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 

SF  Chronicle  Top  100  Bay  Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &  2004 


dead  and  goons  start  gunning  for  him, 
Marlowe  realizes  the  answer  to  both 
mysteries  may  lie  with  the  same 
wealthy  underworld  boss. 

For  The  Long  Goodbye,  director 
Robert  Altman  updates  the  setting  but 
preserves  Marlowe  as  a  relic  of  the 
past,  contrasting  his  dark  suits,  vintage 
car,  and  strike-any where  matches  with 
the  yoga  devotees  and  self-indulgent 
nudists  of  1970s  California.  The  story 
unfolds  as  Marlowe,  played  by  Elliot 
Gould,  drives  a  friend  to  Tijuana  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  and  returns  home  to 
find  the  cops  on  his  doorstep  with  the 
news  that  his  friend’s  wife  has  just  been 
murdered. 

Some  noir  purists  balk  at  Altman’s 
droll  humor  and  Gould’s  un-heroic  por¬ 
trayal  of  Marlowe  in  this  film.  But  The 
Long  Goodbye's  stranger-in-a-strange- 
land  theme  underscores  how  Marlowe’s 
personal  loyalties — the  hero’s  code  in 
1940s  noir — have  become  archaic.  Not 
even  his  pet  cat  will  stand  by  him. 

Neo-Noir’s  New  Anti-Heroes 

Marlowe’s  revival  and  reinterpreta¬ 
tion  paved  the  way  for  directors  and 
writers  to  replace  the  private  eye  alto¬ 
gether.  Movies  such  as  Blood  Simple, 
Red  Rock  West,  The  Last  Seduction, 
Memento — the  list  goes  on — breathe 
new  life  into  the  noir  genre  by  putting 
office  workers,  bartenders,  doctors,  and 
the  unemployed  into  noir-like  peril. 

The  1998  film  Croupier,  about  a 
London  casino  dealer  by  night  and  frus¬ 
trated  writer  by  day,  is  worthy  of  special 
mention  for  its  mix  of  banal  seediness, 
moral  ambiguity,  and  sardonic 
voiceover — a  trademark  noir  device. 
Clive  Owen  plays  the  anti-hero,  a 
broke,  former  croupier  who  gets  sucked 
back  into  the  casino  life,  thanks  to  a  job 
tip  from  his  father.  Owen’s  obsession 
with  a  croupier’s  detachment  from  the 
game  becomes  a  metaphor  for  his  life, 
which  helps  his  writing  but  threatens  to 
snap  his  relationship  with  his  live-in 
girlfriend.  The  tension  mounts  when  a 
desperate  gambler,  played  by  Alex 
Kingston,  pulls  the  croupier  into  a 
scheme  to  heist  the  casino. 

Something  about  Kingston’s  eyes 
evokes  noir  femme  fatale  star  Ida 
Lupino,  and  Owen’s  croupier  is  con¬ 
vincing  as  a  cool  guy  who  can  still  be 


conned.  In  a  twist  that  would  make 
David  Mamet  proud.  Croupier  also  has 
one  of  the  best  double-cross  surprise 
endings  in  recent  film  memory. 

The  Dark,  Twisting  Road  of 
Mulholland  Drive 

Trying  to  create  film  noir  in  Los 
Angeles  after  Chinatown  is  a  daunting 
task  (LA.  Confidential  is  a  valiant 
effort).  But  the  inimitable  David  Lynch 
found  a  way  in  his  meditation  on  Holly¬ 
wood,  Mulholland  Drive  (2001).  Naomi 
Watts  plays  Betty,  a  wide-eyed,  aspiring 
actress  who  arrives  in  Hollywood  to 
find  an  amnesiac  calling  herself  Rita 
(after  Rita  Hayworth)  hiding  in  her 
aunt’s  apartment.  Betty  and  Rita 
become  fast  friends  as  they  set  out  to 
restore  Rita’s  memory.  But  the  true 
identity  of  both  characters  becomes  the 
real  mystery,  and  the  Hollywood  dream 
turns  into  a  living  nightmare  of  betrayal, 
thwarted  ambition,  and  murder. 

Typical  Lynchian  weirdness  serves  a 
truly  engrossing  mystery  in  Mulholland 
Drive :  Could  the  heroine,  villain,  and 
femme  fatale  all  be  the  same  person? 
Rather  than  give  it  away,  it’s  best  to  fol¬ 
low  the  advice  of  one  of  Lynch’s  oddball 
characters  from  a  crucial  theater  scene 
in  the  middle  of  the  film:  “Silencio.” 

Even  (Not-So)  Tough  Guys  Need  Love 

For  Valentine’s  Day,  the  touching 
Casablanca  homage  “Play  It  Again, 
Sam"  (1972)  offers  an  inventive  mix  of 
romantic  comedy  and  pathos,  with 
Woody  Allen  as  a  divorced,  nervous 
Casanova  under  the  tutelage  of  an  imag¬ 
inary  Bogart.  Soon,  Allen’s  affections 
turn  to  his  friend’s  wife,  played  by 
Diane  Keaton.  Set  in  San  Francisco  and 
Sausalito,  it’s  the  first  film  to  team 
Allen  and  Keaton.  “ Play  It  Again,  Sam” 
also  comes  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  staff  at  Noe  Valley  Video  on  24th 
Street,  where  it  can  be  found  in  the 
“Staff  Picks”  section.  For  any  budding 
Woody  Allen  fan,  this  film  may  be  the 
start  of  a  beautiful  friendship. 

Until  we  get  a  movie  theater  in  Noe 
Valley,  we’ll  have  to  make  do  with  neo- 
noir  on  the  small  screen  in  our  neigh¬ 
borhood — unless  someone  with  a 
projector  would  care  to  host  a  “Noe- 
noir”  film  festival?  We’ll  be  the  only 
ones  to  know  that’s  not  a  typo.  □ 


New  Leaf  Services 

Transformational  coaching  and  organizing 


Need  to  organize  your  time,  paper  and  space? 
Want  to  achieve  your  personal  best  at  work  and  at  home? 


Call  Margaret  for  a  no-obligation  consultation. 

Phone  6gO.3f2.Og8o  www.newleafservices.com 
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NOW:  Enrollment  begins  for  weeklong 
SUMMER  CAMPS  at  Crissy  Field  tor 
ages  6  through  1 1 ,  scheduled  June  20 
through  Aug.  19.  For  information  call 
561-7690  or  visit  www.crissylield.org. 

FEB.  1, 8  &  22:  Preschool  STORY 
TIME,  for  children  3  to  5,  begins  at  10 
am.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St. 
355-5707. 

FEB.  1  -  28:  Chris  Sequeira  holds 
classes  in  TAI  CHI.  Mon.  &  Tues.,  6- 
7:30  pm,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.;  Wed.  &Fri„  10:15 
am -noon,  at  Upper  Douglass  Park, 
26th  &  Douglass.  415-773-8185  or 
650-756-6857. 

FEB.  3:  Jenni  Olson,  author  of  The 
Queer  Movie  Poster  Book ,  discusses 
the  evolution  of  GAY  CINEMA,  with 
clips  of  movie  trailers.  7  pm.  Limelight 
Books,  1803  Market  St.  864-2235 

FEB.  3  -15:  The  S.F.  INDIE  FEST  at  the 
Castro  and  Roxie  theaters  and  the 
Women's  Building  includes  Noe  Valley 
filmmaker  Michael  Ferris  Gibson’s  24 
Hours  on  Craigslist.  For  schedules, 
820-3907,  or  www.sfindie.com. 

FEB.  3  -  24:  Chris  Fernie  leads 
QIGONG  classes  Thursdays  from  6:30 
to  8  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  305-4692. 

FEB.  4:  The  sixth  annual  S.F.  BLUE- 
GRASS  FESTIVAL  stars  Rate  Stefanini, 
the  Shiftless  Rounders,  and  Kenny  Hall 
&  the  Long  Haul  String  Band  at  7:30 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
St.  454-5238. 

FEB.  5:  James  Lick’s  annual  SALSA 
DANCE  PARTY  and  silent  auction  bene¬ 
fits  student  trips  to  Mexico.  6-10  pm. 
SomArts,  934  Brannan  St.  695-5675. 


FEB.  5:  Jazz  composer  and  guitarist 
BILL  FRISELL  and  the  858  Quartet  per¬ 
form  at  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

FEB.  5  -13:  Young  Performers  Theater 
presents  BEAUTY  and  the  Beast,  with 
actors  and  live  puppets.  Sat.,  1  pm; 

Sun.,  1  and  3:30  pm.  Room  300,  Build¬ 
ing  C,  Fort  Mason  Center.  346-5550. 

FEB.  5, 12, 19  &  26:  A  10-block  Mis¬ 
sion  Trail  MURAL  WALK,  sponsored  by 
Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts,  meets  at  1 1  am 
near  the  24th  Street  BART  Station  at 
Cafe  Venice,  3325  24th  St.  285-2287. 

FEB.  5, 19  &  26:  LAPSITS  for  infants 
and  toddlers  feature  songs,  stories,  and 
finger  plays.  10:30  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  355-5707. 

FEB.  6:  A  workshop  for  adults  and 
teens,  “Cooking  for  CHINESE  NEW 
YEAR,”  teaches  traditional  delicacies. 

11  am-2  pm.  Crissy  Field  in  the  Pre¬ 
sidio.  Registration  required,  561-7752. 

FEB.  6:  Rocket  DOG  RESCUE  shows  off 
adoptable  dogs  in  front  of  Zephyr  Real 
Estate.  Noon -4  pm.  4040  24th  St.  642- 
4786. 

FEB.  6:  Pianist  Sarah  Cahill  performs 
"Playdate,”  a  musical  exploration  of  the 
mysteries  of  childhood.  4  pm.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  CHAMBER  MUSIC  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  648-5236. 

FEB.  6:  MARK  BITTNER  reads  from  his 
book  The  Wild  Parrots  of  Telegraph  Hill. 
4:30  pm.  Bird  and  Beckett,  2788  Dia¬ 
mond  St.  586-3733. 

FEB.  6, 13, 20  &  27:  An  eight-week 
SCOTTISH  COUNTRY  DANCE  class 
teaches  the  basics;  no  partner  required. 
Sundays,  6:30  pm.  S.F.  Youth  Ballet 
Academy,  3149  Vicente  St.  333-9372. 


FEB.  7:  Authors  Margo  Perin  and  Jean¬ 
nette  Ferray  read  from  their  books  about 
food  and  mother-daughter  relationships 
at  the  Odd  Mondays  Series,  7  pm,  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 
No-host  dinner,  5:30  pm,  at  Noe  Valley 
Pizza,  24th  and  Sanchez;  RSVP  to 
jtsender@webtv.net. 

FEB.  8 :  The  New  College  School  of  Law 
holds  a  workshop,  "How  to  Present  a 
Case  in  SMALL  CLAIMS  COURT.”  6 
pm.  50  Fell  St.  241-1300. 

FEB.  8:  CARNAVAL  San  Francisco  hosts 
a  Fat  Tuesday  celebration  with  Mission 
District  drum  and  dance  ensemble  Loco 
Bloco.  8  pm.  Roccapulco  Supper  and 
Dance  Club,  3140  Mission  St.  626- 
5222,  ext.  30. 

FEB.  8  &  10:  The  S.F.  BLUEGRASS 
FESTIVAL  at  12  Galaxies  features  the 
Shut-Ins,  Jimbo  Trout  &  the  Fishpeople, 
and  Hillstomp  on  Feb.  8;  and  the  Laurie 
Lewis  Bluegrass  Band  with  Tom  Rozum 
and  Todd  Phillips,  the  Stairwell  Sisters, 
and  Donner  Mountain  on  Feb.  10. 8:30 
pm.  2565  Mission  St.  309-9240. 

FEB.  8,15, 22  &  MARCH  1:  Tom 
Molanphy  teaches  a  class  for  students 
ages  12  to  16,  “Memories  and  Souls — 
An  Introduction  to  POETRY.”  Tuesdays, 
6-8  pm.  826  Valencia  St.  674-9689  or 
e-mail  workshops@826valencia. com. 

FEB.  9:  The  Rec  and  Park  Department's 
28th  annual  SENIOR  VALENTINE’S  DAY 
DANCE  includes  live  music  and  refresh¬ 
ments.  12: 30-3:30  pm.  County  Fair 
Building,  Golden  Gate  Park.  666-7079. 

FEB.  9:  The  upcoming  renovation  is  the 
main  topic  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library 
Campaign  COMMUNITY  MEETING, 
sponsored  by  Friends  of  the  S.F.  Public 
Library.  6:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Library, 

451  Jersey  St.  626-7512,  ext.  103. 


FEB.  9:  Comedian  Betsy  Salkind  per¬ 
forms  “ANNE  FRANK,  Superstar,"  a 
satiric  continuation  of  Anne  “Franx- 
ploitation.”  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia  St.  826-5750. 

FEB.  9:  Judy  Irving’s  DOCUMENTARY 
about  Mark  Bittner  and  a  flock  of 
cherry-headed  conures,  The  Wild  Par¬ 
rots  of  Telegraph  Hill,  opens  at  Embar- 
cadero  Cinema.  7  pm.  267-4893. 

FEB.  10:  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  conducts  . 
VOLUNTEER  training  the  second  Thurs¬ 
day  of  the  month  from  3  to  5  pm.  3555 
Cesar  Chavez  St.  641-6538. 


Guitarist  and  composer  Bill  Frisell  performs 
with  the  858  Quartet  at  the  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  on  Feb.  5.  Photo  by  Kevin  Ellsworth 


FEB.  11:  A  HIGH  TEA,  with  pet  psy¬ 
chics,  tarot  card  readers,  and  massage 
therapists,  benefits  Rocket  Dog  Rescue’s 
proposed  Urban  Sanctuary.  5:30-9:30 
pm.  Lovejoy's  Tea  Room,  1351  Church 
St.  Space  is  limited;  reserve  at  642- 
4786  or  www.rocketdogrescue.org. 

FEB.  11:  The  S.F.  BLUEGRASS  FESTI¬ 
VAL  features  John  Reischman  &  the 
Jaybirds,  Due  West,  and  Jeff  Kazor  & 
the  Swerve  Beats  at  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 


FEB.  12:  The  Haight  Ashbury  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Council  offers  a  WORKSHOP  on 
natural  pest  control.  10  am-1  pm.  Gar¬ 
den  for  the  Environment,  Seventh  Avenue 
at  Lawton.  Preregister  at  731-5627. 

FEB.  12:  The  SPCA  and  Animal  Care 
and  Control  hold  a  joint  ADOPTION 
FAIR  featuring  dog  and  cat  personal  ads 
and  a  “tunnel  ot  love.”  11  am-3  pm. 
243  Alabama  St.  and  1200  15th  St. 
522-3569  or  554-9427. 

FEB.  12:  Jackstraw,  Crooked  Still,  and 
Matt  Bauer  perform  at  the  S.F.  BLUE¬ 
GRASS  FESTIVAL.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

FEB.  12:  Dance  as  they  did  in  Jane 
Austen's  novels  at  ENGLISH  COUNTRY 
DANCE  classes,  led  by  caller  Tom  Roby 
and  accompanied  by  music  from 
Bangers  and  Mash.  No  partner  neces¬ 
sary.  7:30-10  pm.  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church,  1268  Sanchez  St. 
821-2654  or  www.bacds.org. 

FEB.  13:  City  Guides  offers  WALKING 
TOURS  of  the  Castro,  “Tales  of  the  Vil¬ 
lage.”  Meet  at  1 1  am  at  Harvey  Milk 
Plaza,  Castro  and  Market.  557-4266. 

FEB.  13:  S.F.  Animal  Care  and  Control 
offers  a  free  PET  MICROCHIPPING 
clinic  for  dogs  and  cats.  1-4  pm.  1200 
15th  St.  822-5566. 

FEB.  13:  A  SUPER  RAFFLE  at  St.  Paul’s 
benefits  the  church's  roof  and  Preserva¬ 
tion  Fund.  2-4  pm.  Parish  Center,  221 
Valley  St.  648-7538. 

FEB.  13:  Author  Angel  Stork  leads  a 
WEDDING  PLANNING  WORKSHOP  for 
couples,  2  to  4  pm.  Register  at  285- 
2571  or  angetstork@yahoo.com. 


Whether  you  are  on  a  hill  or  in  the  valley 

FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  Hem feC  Handle  It 


DanieC  HetldeC Real  Estate  Agent 

Top  Producer  -  President's  Circle  -  Top  4  Percent  Int emotionally 

(415)338-0221 

yyww.danhendel.com 
Homes  on  Hills  by  Hendel 

Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


COLDUJeUL 
BANKER  □ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


IF  YOU  MISS 

APRIL  15TH 

YOUR  RETIREMENT  MAY  NEVER  BE  THE  SAME. 


As  important  as  it  is  to  put  your  money  to  work,  when  you  do 
it  can  really  matter. 

The  sooner  you  visit  Edward  Jones  to  open  or  fund  your  IRA, 
the  more  time  your  money  has  for  potential  growth.  By  con¬ 
tributing  the  full  amount  now  ($3,000  for  2004  and  $4,000 
for  2005),  your  money  has  the  opportunity  to  grow  even  faster 
for  retirement.  You  may  even  be  eligible  to  make  catch-up 
contributions.  But  there’s  no  time  to  waste. 

To  see  why  it  makes  sense  to  save  for  retirement  with 
Edward  Jones  before  April  15,  call  today. 

Call  or  stop  by  today. 


Kathy  Zucchi,  A  A  MS 

4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 

San  Francisco  94114 

415-282-4079 

www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 


Edwardjones 

MAKING  SENSE  OF  INVESTING 


Srninu  Individual  ImtMoo  Sinn*  i i»—  1 
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Try  the  Rent  Diet!  It’s  easy  to  follow. 

Buy  your  own  home  instead  of  paying  rent! 

FREE  Home  Buyer  Workshop 
Tuesdays  6:30  -  8:30  pm  February  8  or  March  8. 
Saturdays  10:30  am  -  12:00  pm  February  26  or  March  26 

Pacific  Union  Opera  Plaza  -  601  Van  Ness  Avenue 
Please  call  to  reserve  your  seat:  415.345.2593 

Lydia  Yaffe,  Realtor 
Martin  Gaskin,  Realtor 

www.dreamhomesf.com 


Union  Trust 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


CALENDAR 


FEB.  27:  CARTOONING,  taught  by  Shira 
Levine,  gives  kids  ages  7  to  10  a  grasp 
of  the  basics.  12:30-2  pm.  826  Valen¬ 
cia  St.  674-9689  or  e-mail  workshops 
@826valencia.com. 

FEB.  27:  The  WEDDING  PLANNING  firm 
Ribbon  and  Tie  hosts  an  English  tea  for 
couples.  272  V2  Jersey  St.  370-4771  for 
reservations. 

FEB.  27:  Noe  Valley  Cooperative  Nurs¬ 
ery  School's  MARDI  GRAS  BALL  is  a 
family  celebration  with  music,  games, 
refreshments,  and  a  silent  auction,  all  to 
benefit  the  school.  4-8  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  647-2278. 

MARCH  1 :  A  WOMEN'S  MEDITATION 
course  led  by  Angel  Stork  includes 
interactive  exercises.  Seven  Tuesdays,  7 
-9  pm.  Register  at  285-2571  or  angel- 
stork@yahoo.com. 

MARCH  6:  A  BENEFIT  for  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Treasures  Series  honors  Ellen 
Sebastian  Chang,  Merle  Kessler,  Joshua 
Brody,  Anne  Galjour,  Dee  Spencer,  and 
John  O’Keefe.  2  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia  St.  826-5750. 


MARCH  FORWARD! 

The  next  edition  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Voice  will  be  distributed 
on  or  before  March  4,  2005. 
The  deadline  for  March  calen¬ 
dar  items  is  Feb.  15.  Please 
note  that  because  of  space  lim¬ 
itations,  Noe  Valley  events  take 
priority.  Our  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941 1 4.  Or  you  may  send  an  e- 
mail  to  calendar  editor 
zabarska@aol.coni. 


FEB.  13:  Francine  Ramsey  from  the 
ZUNA  INSTITUTE  for  Black  Lesbians 
discusses  advocacy  work  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  PFLAG.  2-4  pm.  St.  Francis 
Church,  152  Church  St.  921-8850. 

FEB.  13:  BEADISSIMO  offers  a  class  in 
basic  earring  design  and  construction.  2 
-4:30  pm.  1051  Valencia  St.  282-2323. 

FEB.  13:  DancEsteem  MODERN  DANCE 
students  hold  a  performance  and  bake 
sale  to  raise  money  for  a  trip  to  Japan. 
3-4:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  665-3914. 

FEB.  13:  Jane  Wolff  discusses  and 
reads  from  Delta  Primer:  A  Field  Guide 
to  the  CALIFORNIA  DELTA.  4:30  pm. 
Bird  and  Beckett,  2788  Diamond  St. 
586-3733. 

FEB.  13:  The  Excelsior  Branch  Library 
holds  a  VALENTINE'S  DAY  dinner, 
dance,  and  auction  to  benefit  the  library. 
6  pm.  Italian  American  Social  Club,  25 
Russia  St.  626-7512,  ext.  115. 

FEB.  14:  POETS  Jack  Hirschman  (I  Was 
Born  Nameless)  and  Neeli  Cherkovski 
(Naming  the  Nameless)  read  from  their 
new  chapbooks.  7:30  pm.  Bird  and 
Beckett,  2788  Diamond  St.  586-3733. 

FEB.  15:  “SNIP  &  CHIP"  DAY  at  the 
SPCA  includes  a  spay/neuter  clinic  for 
cats  and  dogs,  with  free  microchipping 
and  nail  clipping.  Surgery,  7  am-noon. 
2500  16th  St.  Appointments  required; 
call  554-3084. 

FEB.  15:  FILMS  for  preschoolers  3  to  5 
screen  at  10  and  11  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  355-5707. 

FEB.  15:  In  honor  of  Black  History 
Month,  DESTINY  MUHAMMAD, 
“Harpist  from  the  Hood,”  performs 
acoustic,  jazz,  and  classical  music  for 
ages  4  and  up.  1 1  am.  Eureka  Valley 
Library,  3555  16th  St.  355-5616. 


FEB.  15:  SOCIAL  SECURITY  privatiza¬ 
tion  will  be  the  topic  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Gray  Panthers.  12:30-3 
pm.  Unitarian  Universalist  Center,  1187 
Franklin  St.  552-8800. 

FEB.  15:  Look  into  the  future  at  James 
Lick  Middle  School’s  SCIENCE  FAIR. 
6-7:30  pm.  School  gym,  1220  Noe  St. 
695-5675. 


FEB.  15:  “From  Noe  Valley  With  Love” 
is  a  BENEFIT  for  South  Asia  tsunami 
victims,  sponsored  by  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley,  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers' 
Market,  featuring  a  live-bid  auction  by 
Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty,  hors  d'oeuvres, 
and  a  no-host  bar.  6-8  pm.  Bliss  Bar, 
4026  24th  St.  206-0231. 

FEB.  15:  Local  author  ERIC  MARTIN 
signs  his  latest  novel,  Winners,  at  a 
book  release  party  and  benefit  for  the 
Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House,  with 
special  musical  guests  Spidey  (Psy¬ 
chokinetics),  Equipto,  Will  Hammond 
Jr.  (Soul  Folk),  and  Gadget.  8  pm.  Caf6 
du  Nord,  2170  Market  St.  861-5016. 

FEB.  16:  Community  Care  Licensing 
offers  a  CHILD  CARE  LICENSING  orien¬ 
tation  from  9  to  1 1 :30  am,  and  a  sup¬ 
port  information  workshop  from  12:30 
to  3:30  pm,  the  third  Wednesday  of 
each  month.  Children's  Council  of  San 
Francisco,  445  Church  St.  343-3333. 


FEB.  17:  The  Planning  Commission 
holds  a  PUBLIC  HEARING  on  a  Dolores 
Street  development’s  request  to  pay  a 
fee  in  lieu  of  providing  an  affordable 
housing  unit.  1:30  pm.  Room  400,  City 
Hall.  558-6422. 

FEB.  17-25:  The  S.F.  School  of  the 
Arts  performs  JEKYLL  AND 
HYDE. . .  The  Musical.  Thurs.-Sun., 
7:30  pm.  555  Portola  Drive.  695-5720. 

FEB.  18:  Nigel  and  Tom  from  EATWELL 
FARM  discuss  their  organic  farm  in  the 
southern  Sacramento  Valley,  near 
Dixon.  7  pm.  Modern  Times  Bookstore, 
888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

FEB.  18-20:  To  commemorate  Jean 
Paul  SARTRE'S  100th  birthday,  the 
North  American  Sartre  Society  holds  its 
14th  biennial  conference  with  lectures 
and  discussions.  USF,  Lone  Mountain 
Conference  Center.  For  a  schedule,  call 
422-5116. 

FEB.  19:  Jayson  Wechter's  15th  annual 
Chinese  New  Year  TREASURE  HUNT 
sends  more  than  1 ,600  amateur  sleuths 
on  a  quest  through  Chinatown,  North 
Beach,  and  Telegraph  Hill.  Check-in, 
3:30  pm  at  Justin  Herman  Plaza;  hunt 
ends,  9  pm,  at  the  plaza  with  awards 
and  the  solution.  564-9400. 

FEB.  19:  The  PETER  ROWAN/Tony  Rice 
Quartet  and  Greencards  perform  at  8:15 
pm  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

FEB.  20:  Winners  author  Eric  Martin 
gives  a  READING  at  Farley's  Cat6, 
hosted  by  Christopher  Books.  3-4  pm. 
131518th  St.  648-1545. 

FEB.  22:  OPERA  PICCOLA  Theater 
Company  performs  The  Stolen  Aroma, 
in  celebration  of  Black  History  Month.  4 
pm.  Mission  Library,  300  Bartlett  St. 
Call  355-2828  for  reservations. 


FEB.  23:  A  planning  meeting  for  a  pro¬ 
posed  October  Noe  Valley  HARVEST 
FESTIVAL  is  scheduled  from  7  to  8:30 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St. 
826-3851. 

FEB.  24:  STRANGE  DE  JIM  discusses 
his  book  The  Castro,  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  S.F.  History  Association. 
7  pm.  Mission  Dolores  School  Audito¬ 
rium,  16th  and  Church.  750-9986. 

FEB.  24:  Caretaker  and  artisan  Emmitt 
Watson  gives  a  lecture/slide  show  on 
the  history  and  restoration  of  the 
COLUMBARIUM.  7  pm.  Richmond 
Branch  Library,  351  9th  Ave.  355-5600. 

FEB.  24:  UPPER  NOE  NEIGHBORS 
meets  to  discuss  the  loss  of  Sunday 
programs  at  Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  and 
the  status  of  new  housing  at  29th  and 
Dolores.  7:30  pm.  Upper  Noe  Rec  Cen¬ 
ter,  Day  and  Sanchez.  285-0473. 

FEB.  25:  Alvarado  School  students  per¬ 
form  in  the  annual  AFRICAN  AMERI¬ 
CAN  HISTORY  assembly.  9  am  and  6 
pm.  625  Douglass  St.  695-5695. 

FEB.  26:  The  future  of  SOCIAL  SECU¬ 
RITY  will  be  discussed  at  the  Older 
Women’s  League  (OWL).  10:30  am- 
noon.  Call  989-4422  for  location. 

FEB.  26:  ROCKET  DOG  RESCUE  hosts  a 
cocktail  party  to  benefit  the  group's  pro¬ 
posed  Urban  Sanctuary.  6-9:30  pm. 
Terra  Mia  Ceramics  Studio,  1314  Castro 
St.  Space  is  limited;  reserve  a  spot  at 
642-4786  or  www.rocketdogrescue.org. 

FEB.  26 -MARCH  4: SCIENCE  FAIR 
projects  by  San  Francisco  Middle 
School  students  will  be  on  display  at 
the  Randall  Museum,  with  an  awards 
ceremony  on  Feb.  26,  from  10:30  am  to 
noon.  Tues.-Sat.,  10  am-5  pm.  199 
Museum  Way,  554-9600. 


The  Old  Man  Who  Said 


Holy  Innocents'  Episcopal  Church  presents 

DANIEL  POCIERNICKI,  tenor  and  poet 

455  FAIR  OAKS  STREET  SAN  FRANCISCO 

415-824-5142  WWW.HOLYINSF.ORG  5  pM  $15  suggested 


WHY? 


FEB.13 


Low  Carb  Diet  didn’t 
work? 
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REAL.  ESTATE 

Each  office  independently  owned  and  operated 


Best  Choice  Realty 


1679  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 31 
(415)  648-7355 

www.helpusell.com/bestchoice 
email:  bestchoice@helpusell.com 

Never  pay  5-6%  to  sell  your  home  again! 
Save  with  a  set  fee  of  only  $9,950!* 

-  Save  thousands  with  a  better  way  to  sell  and  buy  real  estate 

-  No  Advance  Fee.  Payable  only  when  property  is  sold. 

-  Guaranteed  Weekly  Advertising 

-  Internet  Marketing  with  Virtual  Tours 

-  Licensed  Real  Estate  Professionals 

-  Full-Service  Brokerage 

-  Sellers,  Call  for  a  Free  Consultation  Today! 

-  Buyers,  Call  to  Flear  about  our  Current  Listings! 

*  Fee  may  vary  depending  on  property  value  and  total  services  provided. 


f  LISA 

(  yiOLETTH  ) 

Home  Staging 

House  Makeovers 

Color  Consulting 

V  V  SAN  FRANCISCOV^-/  J 

Interiors 

1414-Castro  Street 

Call  for  a  Consultation! 

San  Francisco,  CA 

415-341-8442 

94114 

Violetto@pacbell.  net 

Art  Glass  •  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  •  Wallpaper  •  Tile 


"V 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 

RUSTIC 
LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense.org 


Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 
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GARAVAGLIA*  ARCHITECTURE 


Preservation 

Architecture 


Expert  Project 
Guidance 

I 

Neighbor-Sensitive 

Alterations 

I 

415.391.9633 

www.garavaglia.com 


Looks  like  Cupid’s  in  town  again. 

Send  the  Lasting  Romance™ 

Bouquet 

For  Valentine  s  Day 
Monday,  February  14. 


The  sweet  smell  of  love  is  in  the  air, 
and  it’s  coming  from  the  Stargazer  Lilies, 
Red  Roses,  Limonium,  Pink  Waxflower, 
and  White  Alstroemeria  bursting 
from  this  beautiful  glass  vase. 

Who  could  resist  this  charming  bouquet? 


415-824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


www.accentsanfran.com 

mmmmmmmmKmmmmm 


Bold  &  Beautiful 
Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 


•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 


Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 
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WINNER]) 

jfrattrisw  ©jrtmklr  m 

Readers’  Choice  Award  -  Best  Real  Estate  Agent 

TOP  PRODUCER 

YOUR  NOE  VALLEY  EXPERT 


REPUTATION  •  RELIABILITY  •  RESULTS 


www.linda-gordon.com 
415-861-5222  ext. 380 


email: 

sold@linda-gordon.com 


REAL  ESTATE 


555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Noe  Valley 

•  2  bedrooms  &  1  full  bath  •  Formal  dining  room  with  built-ins 
•  Living  Room  w/  partial  Bay  views  •  Eat-in  kitchen  w/  granite  counters 

1206  Diamond  Street  at  26th  Street 

Built  in  1917,  this  Edwardian  home  embraces  a  comfortable  country  chic 
interior  &  sophisticated  style.  The  living  room  features  plantation  shutters 
w/  partial  Bay  views,  hardwood  floors  &  French  doors  opening  to  a  walk-in 
closet.  The  formal  dining  room  has  lovely  cabinetry  with  glass  doors  & 
hardwood  floors,  the  rear  bedroom  faces  the  exquisite  garden  &  deck  and 
the  middle  bedroom  is  perfect  for  guests  or  a  children’s  bedroom.  Both 
bedrooms  have  hardwood  floors.  There  is  a  lovely  Zen-like  terraced 
garden  and  deck  plus  a  bonus  space  for  a  home  office. 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley! 


. 


UNDA  LIVES  AND  BREATHES 

REAL  ESTATE! 

found  .he  house  of  o»r 

We  are  so  happy '•efoond  Linda' 

Birke  Reimnitz  and  Ron  Calabrese 


ever  worfcec£  witfx. 

of  the  Decode'. 
Sincerely, 

Jan  &  Ofvtssen 


spi 


.  - - .y  unanues 

0m  each  sal*  >  “onm  a  mti0„ 
>0  Alzheimer  's  research  and  to 
toasts  ovarian  cancer  research. 
LET’S  FIND  A  CURE! 


Ve^  Linda,, 

v*y  truly  youn. 


,  .%> 
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As  unique  as  San  Francisco  itself 


HERTH 


REAL  ESTATE 


555  Castro  Street  •  415-861-5200  •  www.herth.com 


Paoli  &  Geerhart 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 
TELEPHONE!  (415)  575-9740 
website:  www.PaoliGeerhart.com 

•  We  are  trial  lawyers  specializing  in  serious  personal  injury  /  wrongful  death 
matters,  including  automobile,  product  liability,  industrial  accidents,  trip  and 
fall,  and  malpractice  (medical,  dental  or  legal). 

•  The  insurance  companies  know  we  try  cases  which  result  in  better 
settlements  for  you. 

•  Free  consultation. 

•  Cases  handled  on  contingent  fee:  no  recovery,  no  fee. 

•  Chuck  Geerhart  is  a  longtime  Noe  Valley  /  Sunnyside  area  resident  since  1990. 

425  D1VISADERO  STREET,  SUITE  303 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94117 


Computer  Problems  ? 


•  Certified,  experienced  technical  support. 

•  Laptop,  Desktop,  Server  installations  and 
upgrades. 

•  Wireless  Internet  for  home  or  business. 

*Mention  ad  for  1  hour  free  consultation 


CALL  OR  EMAIL  FOR  AN  APPOINTMENT: 
Ken  Foster,  CCNA,  MCP 
416.336.1423  or  ken@kfhetworks.com 
More  info:  www.kfnetworks.com 


Microsoft 

CERTIFIED 

Professional 


CCNA 


CERTIFIED 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 


Need  An  Extra  Pair  of  Hands? 

Call  the  SF  Day  Labor  Program 


We  always  have  workers  available 
for  moving,  gardening,  painting  and 
housecleaning! 

We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  indi¬ 
viduals  and  companies  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  jobs.  We  can  send 
workers  to  your  home  or  business  for  as 
little  as  three  hours  or  fill  ongoing  posi¬ 
tions.  Call  during  our  business  hours  to 
obtain  workers  anytime! 

41S-2S2-S37S  •r  757  5374 

min  -  fri,  7>bi  -  IpBi.  sit,  7ibi  -  1i  noon 
$12/hr  min,  min  it  3  hrs  per  job. 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


This  month’s  School  Report  fea¬ 
tures  news  from  our  local  public 
schools  James  Lick  Middle 
School  and  Alvarado  Elementary.  In  the 
March  issue,  we’ll  get  the  scoop  from 
Fairmount  Elementary  as  well. 

JAMES  LICK 

Looks  Can  Be  Deceiving 

With  the  end  of  production  only  two 
days  away,  the  eighth-graders  in  Toby 
Hacker’s  yearbook  class  exhibit 
remarkable  grace  under  deadline  pres¬ 
sure  as  they  take  time  out  to  talk  about 
their  work. 

Assistant  editor  Leila  Marks-Block 
explains  why  she  suggested  this  year’s 
yearbook  theme,  “Looks  Can  Be 
Deceiving.”  She  believes  that  people 
who  only  see  the  outside  sometimes 
misjudge  James  Lick,  located  in  the 
heart  of  Noe  Valley  at  Noe  and  25th 
streets.  “This  really  is  a  warm  and  wel¬ 
coming  place  when  you  come  inside. 

It’s  a  real  community,”  she  says. 

Her  classmates  point  out  there  are 
540  students  at  the  school,  but  that 
some  people  blame  everyone  for  the 
actions  of  a  few.  “Most  of  the  students 
here  are  good  kids,”  the  yearbook  class 
insists.  “The  ones  who  act  out  mainly 
want  attention.” 

The  young  writers  and  editors 
emphasize  that  many  Lick  students 
attain  a  high  level  of  achievement  and 
are  literate  in  two  languages.  They  cite 
the  GATE  (gifted  and  talented)  and 
Spanish-immersion  programs  at  the 
school.  The  students  also  praise  their 
teachers  for  supporting  a  broad  array  of 
activities,  including  the  talent  show, 
Carnaval,  team  sports,  and  after-school 
programs  such  as  Ms.  Dalmau’s  Cuban 
dance  class. 

Ms.  Hacker’s  yearbook  students  learn 
a  variety  of  practical  skills,  including 
technology,  fundraising,  sales,  and  mar¬ 
keting.  For  the  first  time  this  year,  the 
yearbook  is  based  entirely  on  digital 
technology.  Student  head  of  technology 
Dominic  Butler-Parker  acknowledges 
the  stress  of  meeting  a  deadline:  “It’s 
like  being  fired  if  you  fail.” 

The  class  raised  $500  selling  raffle 
tickets  and  has  already  pre-sold  100  of 
the  250  yearbooks.  Future  ad  mavens 


Jasmine  Tong  and  Jasmine  Magsaysay 
sold  several  pages  of  advertising  to 
merchants  and  family  members.  The 
class  is  even  taking  advantage  of  the 
cold  weather  to  sell  hot  chocolate  at 
lunchtime  on  Fridays. 

Watch  for  another  fundraising  car 
wash  as  soon  as  the  weather  warms  up 
in  March,  when  most  of  these  poised 
and  articulate  students  will  be  enrolled 
in  the  school’s  new  journalism  class. 

Help  a  Student  Go  to  Mexico 

The  James  Lick  community  is 
pleased  that  a  group  of  10  or  so  students 
will  be  flying  off  to  Merida,  Mexico,  on 
the  school’s  annual  trip  Feb.  18  to  27. 
But  the  students,  parents,  and  teachers 
wish  that  more  kids  could  take  part  in 
the  adventure.  Despite  the  best  efforts 
of  the  school’s  hard-working  families, 
the  number  of  students  who  can  afford 
this  life-shaping  experience  has 
declined  substantially  in  recent  years. 
One  parent  who  was  able  to  send  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  past  finds  that  her  house¬ 
cleaning  income  will  not  cover  the  cost 
of  sending  her  youngest  child  this  year. 

It  would  be  a  shame  if  any  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  were  deprived  of  this  educational 
trip,  which  supports  the  school’s  cur¬ 
riculum,  enhances  the  Spanish-immer¬ 
sion  program,  and  deepens  students’ 
sensitivity  to  other  cultures.  James  Lick 
is  still  determined  to  find  more  money 
for  them,  so  if  you  can  contribute  funds 
or  ideas,  call  the  school  at  695-5675  or 
leave  a  message  at  436-0349. 

Sold  to  Salsa  Dancer  No.  2! 

One  way  you  can  help  support  stu¬ 
dent  trips  to  Mexico  (and  to  the  Oregon 
Shakespeare  Festival)  is  to  attend  James 
Lick’s  annual  salsa  dance  party  and 
silent  auction  on  Saturday,  Feb.  5,  from 
6  to  10  p.m.,  at  SomArts,  934  Brannan 
Street.  Even  if  you  don’t  capture  the 
grand  prize  (airfare  to  South  America 
for  two!),  you  can  sway  to  a  live  salsa 
band,  sip  refreshments,  and  bid  on 
dozens  of  other  items,  for  only  $15. 

Did  You  Know? 

April  1 5  is  the  deadline  to  apply  for 
the  new  San  Francisco  Working  Fami¬ 
lies  Credit,  an  income  supplement  for 
low-income,  employed  families  with  at 
least  one  dependent  child.  Come  to  the 
parent  room  at  James  Lick  or  call  the 
city  treasurer  at  554-5678  for  more 
information. 

Which  graduate  of  the  James  Lick 
Class  of  2004  is  featured  on  Muni  shel¬ 
ter  ads  promoting  school  attendance? 


Mike's  of  Noe  Valley 

Complete  SHOE  REPAIR  Service 


Expert  Repairs  &  Service 


•  Orthopedic  Repair 

■  Zipper  Replacement 

■  Leather  Dyework 

■  Fabric  Dyework 

■  Western  &  Hiking  Boots  Specialists 

*  Birkenstock  Repairs  (authorized) 

■  Shines 


■  Rockports  /  Redwing  /  Timberland 
Resoling 

■  Shoe  &  Boot  Stretching 

■  Spenco  Dealer  (authorized) 

■  Handbag,  Belt,  Tote  &  Soft 
Luggage  Repairs 

■  Shoecare  /  Footcare  Accessories 


4071  24th  Street  ■  SF  -  CA  94114 
415-821-2094 

Hours:  Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  7  p.m.  ■  Sat.  9  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 


Hint:  he  bears  a  family  resemblance  to 
Ms.  Rueda,  James  Lick’s  parent  liaison. 

Don’t  forget  the  James  Lick  Science 
Fair  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  15,  6  to  7:30 
p.m.,  in  the  school  gym.  It  should  be 
astronomical. 

Invite  your  friends  and  family  to  dine 
at  Chevy’s  Restaurant  in  the  Stones- 
town  Mall  on  Thursday,  March  3,  from 
9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  and  James  Lick  will 
receive  20  percent  of  your  bill.  You  can 
pick  up  a  flyer  to  bring  with  you  in  the 
parent  room  at  the  school. 

Donations  Gratefully  Accepted 

A  big  thank  you  to  Voice  photogra¬ 
pher  Pamela  Gerard  for  generously 
donating  supplies  to  the  James  Lick  art 
program.  (Does  anyone  have  a  DVD 
player  you  aren’t  using?  The  school 
does  not  have  one.) 

Keeping  in  Touch 

The  James  Lick  Merchants/Commu¬ 
nity  Alliance  meetings  will  continue  on 
the  last  Wednesday  of  the  month  at 
12:30  p.m.,  with  lunch  provided.  Join 
Principal  Janice  Daniels  for  coffee, 
refreshments,  and  discussion  of  school- 
related  issues  between  9:30  and  1 1  a.m. 
on  the  last  Friday  of  each  month. 

How  to  Contact  Us 

Call  695-5675,  or  our  message  num¬ 
ber,  436-0349.  Or  drop  by  the  school  at 
1220  Noe  Street  and  visit  parent  liaison 
Denise  Rueda  in  Room  108.  Thank  you 
for  sharing  your  talents,  enthusiasm, 
and  support. 

— Sue  Cattoche 

ALVARADO 

Lunar  New  Year  Parade  Shines  on 
Neighborhood 

On  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  Feb.  18, 
several  hundred  children,  dressed  in  red, 
will  march  around  the  Alvarado  School 
neighborhood  carrying  ribbons  and  ban¬ 
ners  in  observance  of  the  Lunar  New 
Year.  Many  students  will  wear  costumes 
honoring  their  family  heritage.  This 
annual  celebration  of  the  school’s  cul¬ 
tural  diversity  is  quite  a  colorful  spectacle. 

Celebrate  African  American 
History 

Another  vibrant  cultural  celebration 
is  the  annual  African  American  History 
Assembly,  held  on  Friday,  Feb.  25,  at  9 
a.m.,  and  repeating  at  6  p.m.  The  com¬ 
munity  is  welcome  to  attend  this  event, 
featuring  live  performances  by  a  super 


talented  lineup  of  students. 

A  Not  So  Shabby  Auction 

Mark  Saturday.  March  1 9,  on  your 
calendar  for  Alvarado  School’s  2005 
Not  So  Silent  Auction  at  Fort  Mason 
Center.  The  year’s  biggest  fundraiser, 
the  auction  has  raised  as  much  as 
$40,000  for  the  school’s  arts  and  liter¬ 
acy  programs,  all  in  one  evening.  The 
highlight  of  the  night  is  a  lively  auction 
of  large  artworks,  each  produced  by  an 
entire  classroom  of  talented  children 
working  in  collaboration  with  a  distin¬ 
guished  local  artist.  This  event  also 
includes  a  silent  auction  of  gift  certifi¬ 
cates,  getaways,  classes,  and  goods  and 
services  from  local  merchants  and 
restaurants.  The  auction  is  open  to  the 
public,  and  tickets  will  go  on  sale  in 
February.  For  more  information,  please 
contact  the  school. 

Community  Meetings  Set 

Over  the  next  two  months,  the  school 
will  be  holding  two  meetings  to  get 
input  from  the  Alvarado  community  on 
next  year’s  academic  plan  and  budget. 

The  first  is  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  1,  and 
the  second  will  be  Tuesday,  March  8,  at 
6  p.m.  The  Alvarado  School  Site  Com¬ 
mittee  will  have  a  final  vote  on  the  plan 
and  budget,  before  submitting  it  to  the 
district. 

To  Learn  More  About  Alvarado 

Call  the  school  at  695-5695  or  visit 
the  school’s  web  site  at  www.alvara- 
doschool.net.  Or  you  may  come  in  and 
chat  with  Principal  David  Weiner  on  the 
first  Friday  of  each  month  from  8  to  9 
a.m.  in  the  Alvarado  cafeteria.  The 
address  is  625  Douglass  Street  at 
Alvarado  Street. 

— Alvarado  PTA  President 
Rebecka  Hernandez  Wright 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675 
Janice  Daniels,  Principal 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 
David  Weiner,  Principal 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 


D 


Egging 

Designs  <&  Pet  Services 

www .  tail  -  wagging .  com 
415-265-2552 
.  *  * 


*- 


DOS  boarding  ~  daycare  ~  walking 

We  are  a  HUSBAND  A  WIFE  TEAM 

offering  Old  Fashioned  Service  in  a  caring,  stress  free 
environment  in  our  home  for  your  loved  one. 

You  get  daily  reports  A  webcom  views. 

Visit  our  website  for  large  PHOTO  ALBUM, 
NEWSLETTERS,  QA As, 

PET  of  the  MONTH 
Book  reviews,  dog  rescue  links, 

and  so  much  more!  _ 

LICENSED.  INSURED,  A  BONDED 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts ,  demand  the  very  best! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  800  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 

Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

Sue  Bowie  (415)  642-4000 

Top  1%  Nationally  suebowie@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 

677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


|  bamboo 

I  SALON 


(415)  824  -  4090 
810  Diamond  Street  (@24th) 
wwwba  tfihoosalon.com 


Design 


Remodel 


Spark 

Construction 

171  Lily  Street  |  SF,  CA  94102 
ph41 5.503.0055 

www.sparkconstruction.com 


Full  Service  Since  1987  |  License#  546094 


Happy 
Chinese 
New  Year! 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  businesses  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  This  month,  we  introduce  two  shops 
that  blossomed  a  few  months  ago  on 
Church  Street:  a  body,  beauty,  and  baby 
emporium  called  Church  Apothecary; 
and  a  designer  bridal  studio  named  Cyn¬ 
thia  Blue  Couture. 

Church  Apothecary 
1767  Church  Street  between  Day  and 
30th  streets 
415-970-9828 

Church  Apothecary,  the  small  shop  that 
replaced  Nifty  Vintique  on  outer  Church 
Street  last  fall,  has  a  green  neon  cross 
above  the  door — the  international  symbol 
for  pharmacy.  So  it’s  no  surprise  that  the 
emporium  sells  Tylenol,  Pepto-Bismol, 
and  Robitussin  (anything  short  of  pre¬ 
scription  drugs). 

But  Church  Apothecary  is  not  a  drug¬ 
store  in  the  mold  of  Walgreen’s,  or  even 
Rexall.  “It’s  really  more  about  skin  care, 
hair  care,  and  bath  products,  with  a  spe¬ 
cial  focus  on  bath  care  products  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  babies,”  says  Kati  Kim,  who 
with  husband  James  opened  the  shop  in 
mid-October. 

The  quaint  "apothecary”  in  the  name  is 
meant  to  harken  back  to  an  era  when  the 
local  druggist  not  only  wrote  prescrip¬ 
tions  but  made  his  own  pills  and  tonics. 
“I  have  homeopathic  remedies,  medicinal 
teas,  and  a  lot  of  natural  cold  and  flu  care 
remedies  and  wellness  vitamins,”  says 
Kim.  “The  direction  I’m  moving  in  is  to 
have  a  very  good  collection  of  vitamins 
and  supplements  for  the  whole  family,  as 
well  as  bulk  organic  herbs.” 

In  designing  the  store,  Kim,  a  former 
French  teacher,  drew  inspiration  from 
pharmacies  she’d  seen  in  her  European 
travels.  She  also  looked  for  ways  to  com¬ 
pliment  the  other  small  businesses  in  the 
Church  and  30th  Street  commercial  hub. 
"This  neighborhood  has  an  old-fashioned 
feel  to  it,  with  the  butcher  shop  and  the 
cobbler.  I  wanted  something  old-fash¬ 
ioned  that  was  useful  but  also  beautiful.” 

The  shop’s  clean  white  walls  are  lined 
with  blond,  wood-grain  cabinets  and 
shelves,  and  the  aisles  are  purposely  wide 
to  accommodate  baby  strollers.  One  side 
of  the  store  is  devoted  to  baby  goods,  such 
as  Boiron  remedies  for  teething  and  colic 
and  Tushies  biodegradable  diapers — $13 
for  a  pack  of  30.  Pull  out  a  display  drawer 
in  one  of  the  cabinets  and  you'll  find  a 
collection  of  sea  sponges  ($2  to  $  1 4).  Pull 
out  another  and  you’ll  run  into  fun  things 
like  panda,  cow,  and  piglet  nailbrushes 
($3)  and  a  frog  hot- water  bottle  ($16). 

Opposite  shelves  display  adult  bath 
and  body  products,  such  as  Bergamot 
shoulder  patches  ($15)  by  Naturopatch 
Essential  Oils  offering  “stress  relief 
throughout  your  busy  day.”  There  are 
moisturizers  and  body  toners  by  Ger¬ 


many’s  Dr.  Hauschka,  and  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture  you  should  be  able  to  pick  up  lotions 
and  cosmetics  by  the  San  Francisco’s  Zia 
Natural  Skincare.  “They  used  to  have 
those  at  Real  Food,”  notes  Kim. 

A  bag  of  100  Organic  Essentials  cot¬ 
ton  balls  costs  $3.75,  and  a  British  Ma- 
son-Pearson  hairbrush  goes  for  $  1 1 5,  but 
most  of  the  health  and  beauty  products 
fall  in  the  $10  to  $30  range. 

Kim  hopes  Church  Apothecary  will 
become  a  convenient  place  for  Upper 
Noe  neighbors  to  buy  sundries  like  as¬ 
pirin,  shampoo,  toilet  paper,  “organic” 
tampons,  and  even  condoms  (LifeStyles, 
$2.40  for  four).  The  store  also  offers 
gifts,  cards,  and  children’s  books,  in¬ 
cluding  the  popular  Miffy’s  series  of  col¬ 
oring  and  counting  books  ($7.99). 

The  Kims,  who  live  nearby  on  Randall 
Street,  are  determined  to  reflect  the  needs 
of  the  community  by  stocking  whatever 
people  tell  them  they  should.  “We  write 
down  every  suggestion,”  says  Kati  Kim. 
“And  in  the  last  month  or  so,  in  response 
to  customer  requests,  we’ve  been  reduc¬ 
ing  the  prices  on  some  of  the  basic  com¬ 
modity  items.” 

She  and  her  husband  also  run  Doe,  a 
clothing  shop  in  the  lower  Haight,  and 
they  have  a  little  girl,  Penelope,  who  is 
2'/2.  With  a  toddler  and  two  stores,  the 
couple  are  flying  at  hyperspeed  these  days. 

To  help  with  their  own  stress  relief, 
they’ve  hired  several  part-time  employ¬ 
ees,  including  Alice  Cotton,  Monica 
Magtoto  (“she’s  the  daughter  of  Felix 
Magtoto,  the  neighborhood’s  UPS  man”), 
Sarah  “Curly”  Cuthbertson,  and  Charlene 
Wright.  Wright  used  to  work  at  Elephant 
Pharmacy  in  Berkeley,  a  health  and  well¬ 
ness  drugstore.  Kim  says,  “They’re  all 
well  informed  and  will  be  glad  to  help  you 
out  with  the  products.”  She  will  be,  too. 


James  and  Kati  Kim  are  likely  to  get  advice 
from  daughter  Penelope  on  what  baby 
products  to  carry  at  Church  Apothecary. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

Store  hours  for  Church  Apothecary  are 
10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.,  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day;  1 1  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  on  Saturday;  and 
noon  to  5  p.m.  on  Sunday. 

— Doug  Konecky 


Cynthia  Ewers  adjusts  her  signature  “Blue 
Belle,”  a  pale  periwinkle-blue  gown  made  of 
organza  with  1 3  layers  of  tulle  petticoat. 

Photo  by  Maureen  McGetbgan 

Cynthia  Blue  Couture 
French  Bridal  and  Evening  Gowns 
1881  Church  Street 
415-643-8709 
www.cynthiablue.com 

“Most  brides  tell  me  that  this  was  the 
easiest  part  of  planning  their  wedding,” 
says  bridal  gown  designer  Cynthia  Ewers. 
From  her  Church  Street  studio.  Ewers 
creates  wedding  gowns  from  start  to  fin¬ 
ish,  paying  meticulous  attention  each  step 
of  the  way. 

“I  take  37  measurements,”  Ewers  says, 
“because  I  like  to  get  a  thorough  reading.” 
After  measuring,  she  sketches  a  pattern 
and  sews  a  muslin  mockup  of  the  dress. 
Then  she  asks  the  bride-to-be  to  come  in 
for  fittings.  “It  takes  about  five  or  six 
months  to  finish  it,  and  I  tend  to  have  her 
in  for  fittings  as  we  go,  because  that  saves 
a  lot  on  alterations  at  the  end.” 

Far  from  the  madding  crowd  of  the  big- 
name  bridal  salons,  Cynthia  Blue  Couture 
(“I  just  loved  the  way  the  word  ‘blue’ 
sounded — really,  that’s  it!”)  is  located  in 
a  sunny  cottage  tucked  under  Ewers’  Vic¬ 
torian  home,  near  30th  Street  just  up  the 
hill  from  Church  Produce.  She  and  hus¬ 
band  John  spent  two  years  renovating  the 
studio  and  opened  it  last  July. 

“Our  house  was  built  in  about  1910,” 
says  Ewers,  “and  we  learned  from  several 
neighbors  that  the  space  below  was  actu¬ 
ally  a  blacksmith’s  shop.”  In  fact,  John 
found  a  wagon  wheel  under  the  house 
during  the  remodeling. 

The  new  studio  space  is  airy  and  mod¬ 
ern,  and  filled  with  windows  draped  in 
chiffon.  A  huge  gilt-frame  mirror  domi¬ 
nates  the  fitting  room.  In  a  large  work  area 
drenched  with  light,  customers  can  pore 
over  Ewers’  two  design  portfolios.  An 
over-sized  closet  nearby  holds  23  gowns, 
ready  to  try  on. 


“I’ve  learned  over  the  years  to  watch 
the  bride  as  she  looks  at  each  one,  and  can 
tell  by  when  she  lights  up  which  gowns 
fit  her  personality,”  Ewers  says. 

Ewers  began  in  the  clothing  business 
after  graduating  with  a  bachelor’s  degree 
in  fashion  design  in  1976  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Wisconsin,  Stout.  It  was  on  a 
trip  to  San  Francisco,  for  of  all  things  a 
wedding,  that  she  and  her  then-boyfriend 
John  decided  to  quit  their  jobs  and  move 
to  California. 

“I  worked  for  a  while  selling  clothes 
for  the  Clothes  Rack,  and  for  Koret,  in 
quality  control.  Then  I  decided  I  liked 
manufacturing  better  than  retail.”  She  de¬ 
signed  Joan  Walters  sportswear  for  a  while. 
Then  in  1991  she  went  back  to  school. 

“I  was  looking  for  an  evening  draping 
class  when  I  ran  across  Simone  Sethna, 
the  haute-couture  designer  from  Paris,” 
says  Ewers.  “And  it  was  like  snap!  I  knew 
I  had  to  study  under  her.” 

A  year  or  so  later,  she  opened  her  own 
business  designing  and  sewing  women’s 
suits  and  bridal  and  evening  gowns. 

“Back  then  I  used  to  have  Girls’  Night 
Out  with  friends,  and  we’d  come  to  Noe 
Valley  a  lot,  and  I  always  loved  this 
neighborhood,”  says  Ewers.  In  1997,  she 
and  her  husband,  who  is  project  manager 
at  U.C.  San  Francisco,  bought  a  fixer-up¬ 
per  on  Church  Street.  She  ran  her  busi¬ 
ness  from  the  front  part  of  the  house  un- 
.til  the  studio  was  completed  last  summer. 

Ewers  often  designs  gowns  from 
scratch,  reflecting  her  clients’  personal 
tastes,  fabric  preferences,  and  price  range. 
But  just  as  often  her  customers  choose  a 
design  from  Ewers’  collection  of  sam¬ 
ples,  such  as  the  demure  “Bella,”  the  re¬ 
gal  “Mystique,”  the  simple  “Roman- 
tique,”  or  the  glamorous  “Melissa,”  a 
gown  designed  for  a  woman  who  wanted 
to  evoke  a  Ginger  Rogers-Fred  Astaire 
feel  on  her  wedding  day. 

Her  bestseller  is  the  “Bianca,”  with  its 
empire  waist,  scoop  neck,  spaghetti 
straps,  embroidered  tulle,  and  split  skirt 
in  the  back  that  opens  into  a  train.  "It 
looks  good  on  absolutely  everybody!" 

Prices  on  the  handmade  gowns  range 
from  $  1 ,800  to  $4,800,  with  most  costing 
about  $2,300.  An  initial  visit  takes  about 
90  minutes,  she  says  (for  the  37  meas¬ 
urements). 

For  those  brides-to-be  who  need  a 
wedding  dress  in  less  than  six  months. 
Ewers  says  she’ll  be  carrying  some  ready¬ 
made  styles  starting  in  February. 

“I’m  going  to  add  five  new  styles  from 
an  English  collection.  They’re  beautiful, 
all-silk  gowns,  and  they're  a  little  more 
moderately  priced — $1,300  to  $1,800." 

Cynthia  Blue  Couture  is  open  from  10 
a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Saturday. 
Drop-ins  are  welcome,  or  you  can  arrange 
for  a  private  appointment. 

— Heidi  Anderson 


Atlas  Landscapes 

Award  Winning 
Designers  &  Builders 
of  Fine  Gardens 

■  Irrigation,  Drainage,  Lighting,  Decks,  Fences 

■  Retaining  Walls,  Hot  Tub  Installation,  Planting 
«  Superb  Masonry  Work 

Phone  41 5-380-0604  ■  www.AtLands.com 

Ca.  Lie.  562324 
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Church  Street 

REGISTER  NOW 

CLASSES 
AVAILABLE 

WWW.  RU  BYSC  LAYSTU  D 1 0.0  RG 
PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 
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RUBY’S 


CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 
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(Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 

Serving  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon  - 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 

After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be 
offering  a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and. friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both 
bed  &  breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

Vacation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 

Call 

415-821-0751 

For  Reservations 


"Sue 
saved 
our 
sanity !" 


Dear  Sue,  ...  ,  ,he  oreat  job  you’ve  done  in 

We  cannot  express  fully  0UfapP™'house  you  gave  was  extremely  successfu 
selling  my  sister's  property.  The  op  h  7  b(jyer  obtained  a  loan 

and  resulted  in  12  offers  wit  No  ^rts  the  property  closed  extremely  fast, 
quickly  and  through  your  follow-up  efficient,  and  you  do  g 

Sue,  you  are  a  very  ^  and  marketing  likely  increased  our 

reSU,tS'  Y°f  Tlfto7o7e  ^  well  shove  expectation. 

Sincerely  Yours,  Robert  A.  McGregor 


Make  the  best  choice...  Call  Sue  Borsian 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Sue  Borsian 
Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-695-0552  xl79 
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STILL  the 

* 

BEST  frame  shop 
in  San  Francisco. 


PICTURE  FRAMING 
AND  LATIN  AMERICAN  GALLERY 

Serving  the  Mission  District  for  over  19  years 
CUSTOM  OR  DO-IT-YOURSELF  FRAMING 

PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 

Frameless  lacquered  prints. 

Decorator  mirrors,  wholesale  to  the  public. 
Saturday  sidewalk  sales. 

Wide  variety  of  decorator  prints. 

UNBEATABLE  PRICES 

934  Valencia  Street  @  20th  415  826  2321 


JEVUEn^ 

MAIL  &  COPY 


5214-F  Diamond  Hgts.  Bivd. 

(next  to  Diamond  Heights 
Safeway) 

415-282-2100 
415-282-2102  (fax) 
www.jensens-sf.com 


v  Custom  Packing 

▼  Shipping 

▼  Notary 

▼  Mailbox  Rental 

▼  Copies 

▼  Color  Laser  Copies 

▼  Rubber  Stamps 

▼  Public  fax 


V  Pack  and  Ship 
▼  Ample  Parking 
V  Friendly  Staff 


THE  CASTRO  & 

NOE  VALLEY’S 

PREMIER  HOTEL/B&B 


•  Convenient  Location 

•  Beautiful  Public  Rooms, 
Gardens  &  Steam  Spa 

•  Complete  Business 
Traveler  Amenities 


(GLIA 

520  Church  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (4 1 5)  62 1  -3222  www.parkerguesthouse.com 


“EDITOR’S  CHOICE"  Out  &  About  1998-2003 


St.  James  Scfioof 

“Smaff  Scfioof,  (Jiant  Opportunity” 

321  Fair  Oaks  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  CA  94110  •  Easy  Access  to  24th  St.  Bart  &  280 

(415)  647-8972 

www.saintjamessf.org 

•  Low  Student-Teacher  Ratio  •  Fine  Arts,  Technology,  RE.  and  Health  •  A.M.  /  P.M.  Extended  Care 


Substantial  Tuition  Assistance 


Call  us  to  schedule  a  tour! 
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St.  Paul’s  School 

Are  you  in  search  of  a  friendly,  warm 
learning  environment  for 
your  elementary  school  child ? 

We  have  just  the  place  you’re  looking  for. 

We  are  a  Catholic  parish  school  that  serves  families  of  multi-ethnic 
and  social  backgrounds.  Although  we  have  been  educating  grade 
school  children  for  nearly  85  years,  we  are  in  a  new  school  building 
that  was  completed  in  January,  1999. 

Christian  community  is  a  priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and  con¬ 
cern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's  Noe  Valley, 
where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Why  not  come  by  and  "check  us  out"? 

% 

School  Tours  by  Appointment 

<*• 

To  set  up  a  classroom  observation, 
please  call  us. 

Observations  are  made  by  appointments  only 
on  Tuesday  mornings. 

We  are  located  at  1690  Church  Street 

For  further  information,  call 

415-648-2055 

or  visit  our  website  -  www.stpaulsf.net 


r 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


A 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 


All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Now  Enrolling  for  Fall  2005 

Please  call  for  dates  of  parent 
information  meetings  and  interviews 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 


V 


(415)  824^2240 
www.addaclevenger.org 


y 


Practically  Perfect 

WeddinyCr  Commitment 
Ceremonies 

Your  guide  to  finding  the  right  words. 
The  indispensible  guide  book 
for  creating  a  memorable 
WEDDING  CEREMONY 

Valentine’s  Day  •  5  p.m. 

At  Cover  to  Cover,  Castro  &  24th 
Amazon.com,  BN.com,  or  author. 

For  Consultation  &  Officiation: 

Angel  Stork 

415-285-2571 

angelstork@yahoo.com 


Peggy  Handler,  mft 

Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 
Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espanol 


SWATDEE 


THAI  CUISINE 


• 

Thank  You 

Jjfc-  pLK 

— 

for  Your 

Noe  Valley 

— 

— 

Support! 

Specializing  in  Curry 

Serving  lunch  and  dinner  •  Ask  about  our  daily  specials  •  Take-out  menu  available 

4166  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond  415-824-8070 

Open  for  Lunch:  Monday  through  Saturday  10:30  -  4 
Dinner:  Monday  through  Saturday  4  -  10  •  Sunday  4:30  -  10 

Happy  Valentine’s  Day  to  All  Our  Noe  Valley 
Friends  and  Customers! 
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Glen  Park 

NCIAURAnC 
C  I  n  D  I  t  Sp 


Bird  &  y. 
Beckett 
Books  ^ — i 
&  Record 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


. 


Serving  San  Francisco’s 
buyers  and  sellers 
since  1984 

Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

415.920.8215 

BethKershaw@aol.com 


GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

GENERAL  &.  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 

V _ i _ : _ J 


“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 
Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I’ve  always 
wanted... 
without  the  fear.” 


f 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  CLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 


_ 


Chenery  Park 

restaurant 


Tu«<fay  Night  is  Family  Night! 

CP  K ids 

Chenery  Street  In  Glen  Part  337-8537 

reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 
www.chenerypark.com 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761 

685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


SHANTA 


DESIGN  |  BUILD 

Since  1974,  specialists  in  high 
quality  residential  remodeling 

•  Kitchen  and  bathroom  renovations 

•  Home  additions — vertical  &  horizontal 

•  Major  structural  improvements 

•  Restoration  ot  fine  period  homes 

•  Leak  diagnosis  and  repair 


415.821.4091 


license  442870  B 


B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENERAL  CONTBACTOB 

New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 

Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542 

bryanbirmingham@aol.com 


License  it  706747 

Quality  construction  since  1985 


_  _  ""  _  -  ■■ 

■  Kitchen  Design  and  Fabrication 


Custom  Cabinets 

■  Custom  “built-ins” 

■  Original  Hardwood  Furniture  ■  Your  Design  or  Mine 

Quality  -  Fast  -  Reliable  415-826-8838 
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for  artists  of  all  ages 


3961  24th  Street  Across  From  Bell  Market  415.695.0506 

Fine  art  supplies  for  adults  and  children 

featuring: 

Sennelier  .  Lascaux  .  Tinfix  .  Winsor  &  Newton  .  Liquitex 
Creatacolor  .  Prismacolor  .  Fabriano  .  Strathmore  .  Gmund 
Isabey  .  Rafael  .  Canvas  .  Designer  Silks  .  Easels 
...just  to  name  a  few  brands  and  items  in  stock! 

New  classes  posted  regularly 
Watch  for  our  new  Workshop  Schedule 

stop  by  the  store,  or  visit 

www.artsakesf.com 


t  Children’s  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  seventh  graders  with  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals  and  an  enchanting 
organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is 
project-based,  integrated  across  academic 
disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept 
of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


ASK  ABOUT  OUR  EXPANSION 

6th  grade  began  fall  2003 
7th  grade  began  fall  2004 
8th  grade  begins  fall  2005 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1 983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 

N. 


Since  1973 


SYNERGY 

SCHOOL 


Grades  K  -  8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multicultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 


41  S-S67-6 1  77 

www.synergyschool.org 
1 387  Valencia  Street  at  25th 


V 


For  all  your 

flower 

and  gift  needs, 

call 

■  ■  •  .  .  .  . 

Accent  on  Flowers 

415-824-3233 


Your 

Noe  Valley 

Florist 


HOMEBIRTH  IN 
NOE  VALLE5J 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 
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FLORENCE’S  FAMILY  ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences  by  Florence  Holub 


Our  Dog  Fred 

In  this  essay,  first  published  in  the 
March  1991  issue  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  Florence  Holub  recalls  the  many 
years  she  and  husband  Leo  lived  under 
a  terrier  alert. 

Leo  and  I  had  always  been  against 
keeping  dogs  confined  within 
the  city,  so  when  our  son  Jan 
returned  home  from  college  in  Santa 
Barbara,  circa  1965,  we  were  surprised 
to  see  a  little  black  shadow  tagging 
along  behind  him.  It  was  a  small  mixed 
terrier  who  looked  like  Toto,  Dorothy’s 
dog  in  the  Wizard  of  Oz.  As  he  ran 
around  Jan,  he  wagged  his  tail  and 
looked  up  eagerly.  He  was  such  a 
ridiculous  bundle  of  vitality  and  person¬ 
ality  that  we  all  laughed  heartily,  and 
thus  he  made  it  over  the  first  hurdle.  In 
no  time  at  all,  Fred  was  one  of  us. 

We  soon  learned  that  the  young  man 
and  his  dog  were  inseparable.  When  Jan 
went  to  bed,  Fred  followed,  causing  me 
to  warn,  “You  may  allow  him  in  your 
bed,  but  not  in  ours.”  It  took  Fred 
exactly  one  week  to  perfect  his  routine 
of  putting  the  whole  family  to  sleep, 
one  at  a  time,  then  curling  up  at  the  foot 
of  his  master’s  bed.  During  the  night,  he 
made  the  rounds,  checking  us  out, 
guarding  the  manor  and  its  inhabitants. 

Each  afternoon,  when  Jan  came  home 
from  work,  his  parka  pockets  were 
loaded  with  presents  for  his  little  friend. 
Fred  would  be  waiting  at  the  door 
expectantly,  wagging  his  tail  in  double¬ 
time,  then  jumping  joyfully  to  locate  the 
hidden  treats — doggie  bon-bons,  chewy 
bones,  and  sometimes  squeak  toys  in 
the  form  of  hot  dogs  or  hamburgers.  He 
was  used  to  all  of  these. 

One  day,  however,  Jan  brought  home 
a  toy  that  looked  like  a  rolled-up  news¬ 
paper.  The  paper  was  called  The  Daily 
Growl,  and  it  blared  the  startling  head¬ 
line  “Man  Bites  Dog.”  When  Fred 
claimed  it  and  applied  the  usual  squeeze 
with  his  teeth,  it  emitted  an  almost 
human  whimper,  which  astonished  our 
pet  into  letting  it  go.  After  a  few  more 
cautious  tries  and  cries,  he  gingerly 
picked  up  the  toy  in  his  mouth  and  res¬ 
olutely  trotted  out  to  the  back  of  the 


yard,  where  he  buried  it  in  the  brush. 

Back  in  the  house,  though,  he  seemed 
unsatisfied  with  his  action,  so  he 
retraced  his  steps,  dug  up  the  toy,  and 
returned,  holding  it  gently  in  his  mouth 
and  making  soft  sounds.  He  had  discov¬ 
ered  the  power  of  speech,  and  he  used  it 
incessantly  during  the  days  and  nights 
to  follow,  dominating  every  conversa¬ 
tion  with  his  new  communication 
device.  Poor  Jan  was  kept  awake  night 
after  night  by  the  little  squeaker. 
Blessedly,  after  close  to  a  week,  Fred 
punctured  his  plaything,  and  peace  and 
quiet  reigned  in  the  house  once  again. 

The  experience  was  not  without 
repercussions,  however.  For  the  rest  of 
his  days,  Fred  behaved  strangely  when¬ 
ever  a  mother  with  an  infant  visited, 
jumping  eagerly  as  though  the  baby 
were  a  big  squeak  toy  just  for  him.  Only 
the  bravest  mothers  paid  a  second  visit. 

Still,  Fred  had  many  virtues — he  was 
an  attentive  watchdog,  ferociously  bark- 


WARNING  ON  THE  BULLETIN  BOARD 


ing  away  intruders.  He  was  a  devoted, 
attentive  caretaker  whenever  we  were 
ill,  and  he  had  a  lively,  endearing  per¬ 
sonality.  I  have  to  confess,  however, 
that  there  were  times  when  he  became 
possessed  by  a  demon,  when  for  just  a 
second  he  would  snarl  “Arrff,”  bare  his 
sharp  white  serrated  chompers,  and  sink 
them  into  anything  near  at  hand. 

One  evening,  a  dinner  guest  reached 
down  under  the  table  to  pet  “man’s  best 
friend,”  and  was  subjected  to  the 
“Arrff,”  the  teeth,  and  a  Band-Aid.  He 
also  received  an  apology  from  us,  but  it 
was  little  wonder  that  he  didn’t  visit 
again.  Even  our  closest  friends  weren’t 
exempt.  Once,  when  a  longtime  friend 
reached  down  to  give  Fred  a  pat  and  in 
return  got  the  “Arrff’  treatment,  the 
dear  man  said,  “I  shouldn't  have  put  my 
finger  down  there,”  as  we  wrapped  it  in 
gauze.  Perhaps  he  knew  That  we  didn’t 
dare  discipline  Fred,  for  fear  that  he 


might  bite  us.  If  our  little  dog  was  doz¬ 
ing,  or  surprised,  he  would  respond 
instantly  (like  many  terriers)  with  his 
teeth — biting  even  his  beloved  family. 

But  then  he  would  look  so  sorry,  so 
repentant,  that  we  would  invent  excuses 
for  him,  blaming  ourselves,  or  his  sad 
early  life  when  he  was  a  hungry  stray 
hanging  around  the  bus  depot — that 
place  where  feet  were  the  enemy  and 
fingers  seemed  to  look  a  lot  like  milk 
bones.  Excuses,  excuses. 

Jan  first  saw  Fred  (then  known  as 
Freddy  the  Freeloader)  at  the 
Greyhound  station  in  Santa 
Barbara,  which  was  a  good  place  for  a 
dog  to  get  a  handout.  He  was  an  appeal¬ 
ing  puppy,  with  a  pitiable  bad  cold,  so 
Jan,  who  had  always  wanted  a  dog  of 
his  own,  succumbed  to  the  temptation. 

When  Jan  was  drafted  into  the  army  a 
few  years  later,  the  only  thing  he  asked 
of  us  was  to  take  care  of  his  dog,  which 
we  gladly  did.  When,  after  three  years, 
Jan  came  back,  Fred  was  confused,  not 
remembering  at  first  who  he  was.  But 
suddenly  something  triggered  his  recall, 
and  he  became  delirious,  joyfully  leaping 
and  barking.  The  master  had  returned. 

When  we  visited  Leo’s  folks. 
Grandma  (who  did  not  hold  with  dogs 
inside  her  home)  allowed  us  to  bring 
Fred  in,  and  she  even  let  him  sleep  with 
us  as  he  did  at  home.  Fred  just  had  a 
way  of  getting  around  people. 

When  our  sister-in-law,  whose  pedi¬ 
greed  poodles  were  not  permitted 
inside,  heard  of  this,  she  wailed  indig¬ 
nantly,  “That  flea-bitten  *!*#/!” 

It  was  true,  he  did  have  fleas,  and  we 
fought  them  constantly — bombing  the 
rooms,  vacuuming  the  rugs,  plying  Fred 
with  yeast  tablets,  and  bathing,  spray¬ 
ing,  and  powdering  his  coat,  all  to  no 
avail.  I  had  the  feeling  that  whenever  I 
sprayed  one  side  of  him,  the  fleas  ran  to 
the  other  side. 

One  day,  I  decided  to  wage  an  all-out 
assault.  I  sprinkled  the  inside  of  a  green 
plastic  garbage  bag  with  flea  powder, 
then  deposited  Freddie  inside,  with  only 
his  face  sticking  out.  I  then  vigorously 
shook  the  bag,  with  a  shake-and-bake 
motion,  until  the  powder  was  thor¬ 
oughly  distributed  over  Fred’s  furry 
body.  This  method  worked  pretty  well, 
but  only  for  a  short  time. 

Fred  was  also  an  escape  artist. 
Whenever  the  front  door  opened  a  slit, 
he  would  dart  out  and  scamper  up  the 
hill,  with  the  entire  family  in  hot  pur¬ 
suit.  After  one  chase  scene,  we  returned 
exhausted  two  hours  later,  still  without 


Fred,  and  we  feared  he  was  gone  for¬ 
ever.  Just  as  it  was  getting  dark,  how¬ 
ever,  our  prodigal  dog  came  trotting 
down  the  hill,  like  he  knew  exactly 
what  he  was  doing.  He  then  plopped 
down  and  slept  for  two  days.  We  had  no 
idea  where  he  had  been,  but  in  the  years 
that  followed,  we  could  not  help  but 
notice  how  many  young  dogs  bore  a 
striking  resemblance  to  Fred. 

In  the  early  1980s,  our  son  Eric  and 
his  chosen,  Julie,  were  to  be  married  at 
our  home  on  21st  Street,  with  30  invited 
guests.  Since  Fred  was  getting  old  and 
we  didn’t  want  to  put  him  in  a  kennel, 
the  vet  gave  us  a  pill  to  knock  him  out 
for  the  duration  of  the  party.  One  hour 
before  the  ceremony,  the  pill  was 
administered,  and  Fred  was  carried 
upstairs  for  the  prescribed  “nap.” 

As  the  ceremony  began,  the  pill  took 
effect,  but  not  as  anticipated.  Every  part 
of  Fred  became  paralyzed,  except  for 
his  mouth.  And  so  his  noisy  yapping 
continued  throughout  the  wedding  and 
the  reception  that  followed.  Jan,  along 
with  Leo’s  brother  Richard,  missed  the 
entire  affair  because  they  stayed 
upstairs  trying  desperately  to  silence  the 
dog,  without  a  bit  of  success.  Fred 
couldn’t  stand  to  miss  a  party. 

By  the  time  he  was  17  years  old,  our 
dear  old  pooch  had  developed  an 
enlarged  heart,  as  well  as  hip  joints  that 
tended  to  cause  his  legs  to  sprawl  out 
from  under  him.  He  would  often  yelp 
for  help  when  he  was  in  trouble,  and  Jan 
would  carry  him  up  or  down  the  stairs. 

Early  one  weekend  morning  when 
Jan  was  away,  Fred  cried  out.  I  got  up, 
carried  him  downstairs,  then  went  back 
to  bed.  A  little  later,  he  began  to  bark 
more  urgently,  so  I  hurried  down  to  find 
him  lying  prone  on  the  rug,  breathing 
heavily.  When  I  attempted  to  move  him, 
he  yelped  a  warning.  I  called  Leo,  and 
while  we  kneeled  together  petting  him 
gently,  his  heart  stopped. 

We  covered  Fred  with  a  blanket  and 
placed  flowers  from  the  garden  around 
him.  That  is  how  Jan  found  him  when 
he  returned  home  that  evening. 

We  think  of  Fred  often,  and  although 
many  years  have  passed,  we  still  haven’t 
broken  the  habit  of  looking  down  around 
our  feet  before  rising  from  the  sofa,  lest 
we  step  on  the  little  dozing  dog  and  get 
bitten.  We  do  miss  Fred,  although  not 
his  fleas.  He  was  a  good  dog.  □ 


FRED  IN  STATE 


/Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


at 

Zephyr 
Real  Estate 
4040  24th  St. 


RocketDog  Rescue 

4 1 5-642-47 86  www.rocketdogrescue.org 
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SMALL  FRYS 

Noe  Valley'e  Favorite 
Children's  Store 

Supporting  Our  Neighborhood  and 
Outfitting  Noe  Valley  Kide  for  more 
than  20  Yeare 


Star  Rated: 

'One  of  San  Francisco's  Best. 

—  Best  Places  City  Guide 


SMALL  FRYS 


4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley  •  (415)  648-3954 

Children’s  sizes  0  to  12  •  www.smallfrys.com  •  Open  every  day 


Mission  Dolores  School 
3371  16th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-861-7673 

Providing 
Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 

Open  House 
Sunday,  January  30,  2005 
11:00  to  2:00  p.m. 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 


Bring  music  into  your  life 
using  songs,  movement, 
rhythm  chants,  and 
instrument  play 


' 


4™, 

WINNER  y 

2M3 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


MUSIC 

TOC  ETHER 

THE  JOY  OF  FAMILY  MUSIC™ 


Winter  Registration  Now!  _ 

Mon  thru  Sat,  Morning  &  Afternoon  Classes 
Session  runs  January  10  to  March  19 
Noe  Valley  and  7  other  locations 

Try  a  Free  Demo!! 

www.musictogethersf.com 


415-596-0299 


FAMILY  |#0METICS^E,#t|TRY 

#  m 


An  easy, 

positive 

experience 

where  you're 
treated  like 
family  and 
the  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

I  508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  415.647.6000 


Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.5. 


Good  Attendance 
is  Important 

please  call  when  your  child 
is  absent 


ALVARADO  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  41S-695-5695 


Adopting? 

Newborns  •  Toddlers 
Stepparent  •  Domestic  Partners 
International  Re-adopt 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  limited  to  adoption 
Susan  Romer,  PhD,  Attorney  at  Law 

415-643-4523 

1191  Church  Street* San  Francisco,  CA 94114 
E-mail:  adamsromer@aol.com 
www.1-800-U-ADOPT-US.COM 


The  average  age  of  a 
homeless  person  in 
the  US  is  NINE. 

Children's  Defense  Fund 

Young  people  in 
mentoring 

relationships  are  LESS 
likely  to  use  illicit 
drugs  or  alcohol,  skip 
school,  or  get  violent. 

a  study  by  Public/ Private  Ventures 
for  Big  Brother’s,  Big  Sister’s 


Become  a  MENTOR 
and  change  the  path 
of  a  child  forever. 


For  an  info  packet,  call 
A  Home  Away  From 
Homelessness  at 
415-561-4628. 

Or  send  us  an  email  at 
mentor@homeaway.org. 


IT  HELPED  YOU  SAVE 
ENERGY  FOR  YEARS. 


Now  save  it  from  the  trash. 


Fluorescent  bulbs  can  not  be  put  in  the  garbage. 

They  contain  mercury  and  will  contaminate  the  environment. 

Recycle  At  These  Sites: 


Cliffs  Variety 

479  Castro  St.  at  1 8th  St. 

431-5365 

Cole  Hardware 

956  Cole  St.  at  Parnassus  Ave. 

753-2653 

Cole  Hardware 

3312  Mission  at  29th  St. 

647-8700 

Call  (or  hours  of  operation  and  types  of  materials  accepted. 

Don't  toss  toxics,  call  SF  Environment  instead. 


Funded  by  a  Grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board. 


SF  Environment 

Ovr  horn*.  Our  city.  O or  plan*. 


SFEnvironment.com 

(415)  355-3700 
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The  Right  Ticket.  Synergy  School  has  some  great  salesmen  working  on  its  raffle.  Second-graders  Koby  Kayden  (left)  and  Zach  Gelman  are  both  8  years  old  and  already 
know  you  want  to  buy.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


AT* 

oaflce 

ms'c 


8pa°'8"  al$ 

0,11^ 
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Established 

1976 


A  School  for  children  ages  3  months  thru  the  5th  grade 

Two  Sessions  —  Day:  7am-6pm  /  Evenings:  2pm- Midnight 

(415)  821-1434  www.katherinemichielsschool.org 


Lie.  #  380-504523 


Lie.  #  380-504984 


NOW  ENROLLING:  PRE-K  THRU  5TH  GRADE 
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AVAILABLE  NOW! 

order  autographed  by  Ml  Griffith 
only  from 
Pinhead  Productions 


"If  you  have 
never  seen  a 
Zippy  comic, 
you  have  never 
seen  the  most 
exquisitely 
absurd  strip  of 
the  last  century, 
and  of  what 
there  is  so 
far  of  this  century. 
It's  beautifully 
drawn,  too." 

-Linda  Godfrey, 
cnb-scene.com 


To  order  online.  90  to: 

www.ziDQvtheDinhead.com 

To  ontof  «to  mail,  Mud  S  19.95  (a  5.00  iMppinc  -  524.95  total) 
lafl  ordm  Add  114)0  shipping  -  $30.95  total. 


o«,2iPPV.'Y«o*ep> 

flttAlW  BfM>Y  <—  vJ»*F**  t 

PoO.  mwhSt«AM  L  * 


PO  Box  88 
Hjtdtym*  CT  06439 

128  pg*^  20  peg*  Color  Sectioa 
8  1/2”  by  11” 


Custom  Made 
Curtains 
Pillows 
Slipcovers 


Home  Makeovers 

LISA 

yiOLETTp) 

V  SAN  FRANCISCOV-/ 

Home 


Call  for  a  Consultation 
4 15-341-8442  violetto@pacbell.  net 
1414  Castro  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Rearrange 
Recreate 
Revitalize 
Your  Home! 


This  Sp  ace  Available  for  Lease 

Call  Steve  at  415.239.1114 

for  display  advertising  service  in  your  neighborhood 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Featuring  great  raincoats, 
sweaters  and  snowboots. 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  Chavez  St. 

phone:  415  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


¥San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 

will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 

•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 
•  Complete  1CU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 
•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 
•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 
8  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Nighttime  Emergency  hours 
6  p.m.  -  8  a.m. 

Seven  Days  a  Week! 
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After  gathering  clues  on  the  Internet,  Jules  and  Miles  (right)  embark  on  a  letterbox  hunt  that 
takes  them  past  a  duck-filled  lake  and  abandoned  military  housing  in  the  Presidio. 


FA M1LY  A  DV ENTI  RES 

ARE  WE 
THERE 
YET? 

C  L  ()  S  E  T  ()  H  ()  M  E 


Treasure  Hunting  in 
the  Presidio 

By  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins 

It’s  easy  for  us  Americans  to  mock 
the  British  and  their  odd  interests 
(brass-rubbing,  anyone?),  so  when 
my  brother-in-law  and  teenage  niece, 
both  wash-ashores  from  the  other  side 
of  the  pond,  starting  talking  excitedly 
about  their  letterboxing  adventures,  I 
figured  that  the  pursuit  would  be  about 
as  exciting  as  an  afternoon  of  train¬ 
spotting.  As  with  so  many  things  British 
and  otherwise,  I  was  wrong. 

Letterboxing  originated  in  1 854  in 
Dartmoor,  a  bucolic  region  in  England’s 
southwest,  when  a  zany  country  gentle¬ 
man  hid  his  calling  card  in  ajar  in  a 
remote  bog.  Eventually,  other  zany 
Brits  began  leaving  their  calling  cards 
in  the  jar,  and  before  too  long,  more  jars 
appeared  in  nooks  and  crannies  around 
the  moors. 

Today,  thanks  to  the  Internet,  what 
was  once  a  quaint  British  pastime  has 
expanded  into  a  worldwide  phenome¬ 
non,  and  the  beauty  of  it  is  that  it’s  free, 
it’s  outdoors,  and  it  relies  on  such  old- 
fashioned  notions  as  trust,  adventuring, 
and  communicating  warm  greetings  to 
complete  strangers. 

Here’s  how  it  works: 

A  letterbox  enthusiast  plants  a  box 
(usually  a  sandwich-sized  Tupperware 
container)  in  a  hidden  location.  The  box 
contains  a  rubber  stamp,  a  small  blank 
book  or  pad  of  paper,  and  maybe  a  mes¬ 
sage  or  letter.  The  enthusiast  then  posts 
clues  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  his  or  her 
box  on  one  of  the  many  web  sites 
devoted  to  this  pursuit.  Letterboxers  fol¬ 
low  the  clues  to  find  the  box.  They 
stamp  a  page  in  the  book  and  then 


stamp  their  own  letterboxing  books  or 
papers  with  the  stamp  that’s  in  the  box. 
That’s  it.  The  journey  is  the  adventure. 
The  adventure  is  the  journey.  Very 
British. 

Our  Voice- approved  Letterboxing 
adventure  begins  on  Telegraph 
Avenue  in  Berkeley,  where  son 
Miles  and  I  each  select  our  stamps  from 
a  street  vendor.  (It  turns  out  that  most 
letterboxers  create  their  own  stamps 
from  rubber  erasers,  a  fact  I  didn’t  dis¬ 
cover  until  we  found  our  first  box.) 
Miles  chooses  a  fresh  Calvin  and 
Hobbes  cartoon  stamp.  I  pick  one 
depicting  a  pair  of  demented-looking 
mynah  birds. 

We  then  visit  www.letterboxing.org  to 
find  out  about  potential  letterboxes  in 
San  Francisco.  We  discover  that  there 
are  180  boxes  planted  in  the  Bay  Area. 

Miles  finds  a  particularly  enticing  set 
of  clues  with  a  haunted  mansion  theme. 
The  clues  promise  a  cache  of  five  letter¬ 
boxes  hidden  around  Mountain  Lake  at 
the  southern  edge  of  the  Presidio.  We 
pick  up  our  pal  Jules  and  set  off  on 
Razor  scooters  to  search  for  the  boxes 
in  weather  that  is  becoming  increasingly 
British — misty,  cool,  slightly  foggy. 
Perfect  for  this  sort  of  thing. 

We’re  nearly  to  the  site  of  the  first 
clue  when  Jules,  who  has  brought  along 
the  Camelback  water  pack  he  got  for 


A  hidden  letterbox  may  be  filled  with  notes 
and  stamps,  and  sometimes  with  special 
gifts,  from  strangers  all  over  the  world. 

Photos  by  Rosie  Ruley  Atkins 


Christmas,  asks,  “How  far  back  was  the 
bathroom?” 

Backtracking  and  adventuring  go 
hand  in  hand. 

We  follow  the  first  clue  to  a  swampy 
willow  glen  and  spend  quite  a  while 
mucking  about  and  alarming  the  ducks 
as  we  search  for  the  hidden  box.  My 
feet  are  damp. 

“Let’s  go  to  the  second  clue,”  I  sug¬ 
gest.  No  Shackleton  I. 

“Are  you  nuts.  Mom?”  Miles  says. 
“We  can’t  give  up  yet." 

I  suggest  that  we  retreat  from  the  glen 
and  review  the  clue.  That’s  when  we 
notice  that  it  specifies  a  plaque ,  not  a 
sign,  as  the  starting  point.  We’ve  taken 
30  steps  east-northeast  from  the  wrong 
spot.  Jules  finds  the  correct  plaque,  and 
in  seconds  we’re  racing  around  the  base 
of  a  tree,  looking  for  the  letterbox.  The 
boys  let  out  a  whoop  when  they  dis¬ 
cover  it.  (There’s  something  very  sweet 
about  a  pair  of  9-year-old  boys  becom¬ 
ing  excited  over  a  Tupperware  box  that 
doesn't  plug  in,  make  noise,  light  up,  or 
shoot  projectiles.) 

The  kids  add  their  stamps  to  the  book 
and  stamp  our  clue  sheet  with  the  home¬ 
made  key  stamp  enclosed  in  the  pack¬ 
age.  In  seconds,  they’re  racing  off  to 
clue  number  two,  and  I  have  to  remind 
them  to  replace  the  box  where  they 
found  it  and  to  cover  it  up  again  so  that 
it  doesn’t  go  missing  (a  not-uncommon 
occurrence  in  letterboxing). 

As  we  set  off  for  the  second  box,  the 
boys  are  parsing  the  language  on  the 
clue  sheet  as  if  it  were  the  Rosetta 
Stone. 

“Overpass,”  Jules  says.  “What  do  you 
suppose  that  means?” 

“Hmmm,”  Miles  says.  “Overpass.” 

They’re  so  absorbed  in  what  hidden 
meanings  the  term  might  hold  that  they 
scoot  right  underneath  the  Park  Presidio 
overpass. 

“Boys,"  I  call.  “This  is  an  overpass.” 

“Are  you  sure?”  Miles  asks. 

Once  they’re  convinced,  they  scram¬ 
ble  up  the  embankment  and  locate  the 
hidden  letterbox  as  cars  whiz  overhead 
toward  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge. 

Subsequent  clues  lead  us  past  aban¬ 
doned  Army  housing,  down  hidden 
pathways,  and  deep  into  tall  grass.  And 
with  each  discovery,  the  boys  became 


more  and  more  engaged.  As  we  peruse 
the  books,  we  see  stamps  and  notes  left 
by  people  from  as  far  away  as  India  and 
Chile,  and  as  close-by  as  a  family  we 
know  on  22nd  Street. 

We’re  sitting  on  a  eucalyptus  log 
perusing  the  booklet  from  box  #3,  when 
a  group  of  dog  walkers  passes  by, 
prompting  Miles  to  instinctively  hide 
the  letterbox.  Suddenly,  we’re  part  of 
the  secret  letterboxing  society,  and  we 
can’t  let  these  outsiders  know  about  it. 

As  we  find  the  fifth  and  final  box  in 
the  clue  set,  Jules,  who  has  been  using 
my  mynah  bird  stamp,  gets  a  reward — a 
stamp  carved  from  a  pink  school  eraser 
that  depicts  an  exotic  Hindu  goddess. 

It’s  a  “hitchhiker” — a  tiny  gift  left  by 
one  letterbox er  for  another.  Jules  grins 
as  though  he  has  just  won  the  best  prize 
in  the  world. 

“Why  would  someone  leave  it?” 

Miles  asks. 

He  can  tell  by  my  expression  that  I’m 
about  to  ask,  “Why  do  you  think?” 

“I  know,  I  know,”  he  says.  “It's 
because  it’s  a  cool  thing  to  do.” 

On  tired  legs  we  turn  our  scooters 
back  toward  Funston  Avenue.  As  we  sit 
on  a  bench  with  our  snack,  I  suggest 
that  we  head  to  Golden  Gate  Park  and 
see  if  we  can  find  a  few  more  letter¬ 
boxes.  The  mist  is  turning  to  rain,  Jules’ 
water  pack  is  empty,  and  our  animal 
cookies  and  apple  slices  aren’t  quite 
the  snack  the  boys  require  after  their 
exertions. 

“How  about  if  we  rent  a  movie  and 
order  a  pizza?”  Miles  asks. 

I  fold  the  clues  titled  “The  Carousel’s 
Pink  Treat,”  “Where  the  Buffalo  Roam,” 
and  “The  Summer  of  Love”  into  my 
backpack  for  our  next  afternoon  of  let¬ 
terboxing.  I’ll  have  to  call  my  brother- 
in-law  and  let  him  know  that  we’re 
hooked.  □ 

INSIDE  LETTERBOXING 

k  Letterboxing  is  free  and  is  practiced 
worldwide.  My  well-traveled  niece 
researches  letterbox  locations  in  every  desti¬ 
nation  she  visits  and  keeps  a  diary  of  her  let¬ 
terboxing  adventures. 

k  The  web  site  www.letterboxing.org  lists 
clues  for  nearly  200  boxes  in  the  Bay  Area 
(though  the  sole  Noe  Valley  box  appears  to 
be  missing!).  Visit  the  site,  or  "Google"  let¬ 
terboxing  for  more  information. 
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Where  quality  and  service  are  the  difference 
Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 

In  Our  Dining  Room 

or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 
Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 

415.647.1664  •  fax  415.647.1683 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  •  San  Francisco 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 
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Neighborhood  Services 
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Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
*  Dump  Runs 

Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


ardens 


Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods. 

lie.  # 651703 

Call  Michele  School 
(415)  282-1612 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 

Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Residential  remodel  and 
repair,  commercial,  condo 
conversions,  gas  lines  to 
if  convert  wood  burning 
I  fireplaces,  copper  piping 

_ _ I  and  installation  of 

Garcia  Phimbtng  i  European  bath/kitchen 
§|  fixtures. 

Garcia  Plumbing  Company,  Inc. 
phone  415-333-1737 
fax  415-333-8047 
gregg@garciaplumbing.org 
license  #782787 


Tara  Pro  Painting  Inc 


Interior /Exterior 
Commercial  /  Residential 


E  A  Electric 


Electric  Contracting  Services 


Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  585-0432  •  902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


HOUSE  CALL 

REPAIRS 

Fast  Response  Victorian  Specialist 
Walls  •  Doors  •  Windows  •  Floors 
Carpentry  •  Installation  &  Destruction 
Plaster  &  Sheetrock  •  Prep  &  Paint 
Tiling  •  Finish  Plumbing  &  Electrical 

by  the  day.  by  the  hour,  by  Olivier 

415-786-4534 


KATAMA 

DEVELOPMENT,  INC. 

A  planning  and  land  use  company 
of  former  municipal  planners 
providing  planning  solutions  and 
entitlements  for  residential  and 
commercial  development. 

(415)  341-8890 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  584-1182 
Cell  (415)  987-4365 


CA  Lie.  #  699691 

Member  Better  Business  Bureau 


We  Accept 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


Titet 


3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


Complete  kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywali, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 

Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


Eddie's  Painting  Co. 
(415)  406-6141 

Fully  Insured  and  Bonded 

•  Interior  /  Exterior  Pros 

•  Victorian  Specialists 
>  Plaster  Repair  Experts 

•  Lead  Certified 

See  us  at  eddiespainting.com 

Lie.  #732759 
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AMES  LOCKSMITH 
&  SECURITY  INC. 

3977  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 4 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service 
Mobile  Service 


l 
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(415)  282-7919 
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Jorge  Meraz-Baca  *  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


North 

Cal 

Roofing 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


YOUR  HOME  -  DRAB  TO  FAB 

Selling  your  home?  •INTERIOR 
Moving  into  a  new  place?  REDESIGN 
Want  a  new  look? 


HOME-STAGING 


Utilizing  your  existing 
furniture  and  accessories 
to  make  your  home  look 
it's  very  best. 

insured  415-608-9913  bonded 


■  CONSULTATION 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


PLUMBING  SINCE 
1894 

Bright  Winn 

1631  Yosemite  Ave.  email:brightplumbing@aol.com 


(•415)  671-1500 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 


_ 


Decorative  Painting 
and  Faux  T  Finishes 


Expert  craftsmanship  and 
attention  to  detail  guaranteed 


Call  Tracy  for  free  consultation 
415.516.1480 
CA  Lie#  81 7762 


.  i 
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DEREK 

W  ELECTRICAL 

ROCK 

0  SERVICE 

ELECTRICAL  - 

RESIDENTIAL 

LIC. #805003  1 

No  Job  Too  Small  •  Free  Estimate 

Tel.  (415)  260-7880 

Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  Companies. 


. 


Alycia  Freeman  m 

415-726-0156  »  ' 

aftlx@pacbell.net 

www.tixredesign.com  «sr 
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Neighborhood  Services 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


YOUR  HOME  •  DRAD  TO  FAR 


Selling  your  home? 
Moving  into  a  new  place? 
Want  a  new  look? 

Utilizing  your  existing 
furniture  and  accessories 
to  make  your  home  look 
it’s  very  best. 


■  INTERIOR 
REDESIGN 

■  HOME-STAGING 


CONSULTATION 

insured  415-608-9913  bonded 


New  Leaf  Services 


Organizing  for  Adoption ? 

Enlarging  your  Family? 

Call  Linda  &  Margaret  for  expert  help 
organizing  your  time,  paper  &  space! 

Email  Margaret@newleafservices.com 
Phone  Linda  at  415.285.3266 


accounting, 
office,  &  all 
business  mgmt 


J 

A 
M 

iNk  available 

phone/fax  415-647-2099 


services 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  41 5-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


SNAPPY  THREADS 


“for  the  fashion  challenged 
at  every  income  level" 


Bayla  Travis 

Frugal  Fashion  Consultant 


415.285.8595 
”  snappythreads@aol.com 
www.hometown.aol.com/snappythreads 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


^  >~v  ►->-  —h- ->-> -f  ~  -►  - ->-»->•  > 


Alycia  Freeman 


415-726-0156 

affix@pacbell.nel 

www.fixredesign.com 


SUSAN  FRANKEL,  MFT 

Psychotherapy 

Specializing  in  couples,  sexuality  and 
parenting  throughout  the  life  cycle. 
Practical  solutions  for  everyday  life. 
Alternative  families  welcomed. 

415-262-5242 

MFC  23930 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 

75  Minutes 
$60 


For  More  Info 
415,285.9129 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 
Psychotherapy 
moving  towards  emotional,  physical 
mental  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  AD-^*  LCS  15026 


THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

• 

REIKI 

Swedish  •  Shiatsu  •  Deep  Tissue 
Prenatal  Massage  •  Gift  Certificates 
Jamey  Jacobus  Moore,  CMT 

415-285-7125  Member  AMTA 


UFF  'N  READY® 

415.831.2651 

DOGGIE 
PLAYGROUPS 

www.ruffnready.biz 
member  PSI 
limited  private  boarding 
insured  /  licensed  /  bonded 
EST.  1994 


PROBLEMS 

WITH  FOOD? 

UNCOMFORTABLE  WITH  YOUR  BODY? 

WHY  NOT  TfllK  TO  SOMEONE  WHO  REAtLY  UNDERSTANDS? 

Experienced  Eating  Disorders  Therapist 
Evening  appointments  available 
Some  insurance  accepted 
Diana  Murphy  MFCC  (MFC  32704) 
(415)681-1767 


Certified  Personal 
Trainer 

Get  Fit  at 
Home/Condo, 

The  Gym  -  SF 
Or  Private  Studio 

Lasting  Fitness 

Call  Bob  at  415-550-0850 
www.lastingfitness.com 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


YOUR  HOME  -  DRAB  TO  FAB 

Selling  your  home?  -INTERIOR 
Moving  into  a  new  place?  REDESIGN 
Want  a  new  look? 


Utilizing  your  existing 
furniture  and  accessories 
to  make  your  home  look 
it's  very  best. 


■  HOME-STAGING 


CONSULTATION 

insured  415-608-9913  bonded 


energetic 

bodywork 
t  h  e  r  a  p  i  e  s  mjt* 
chi  nei  tsang 

abdominal  massag e® 

&  craniosacral  work 
breathwork  &  meditation 
techniques 

4  15-9  39-97  1  I 

by  appointment  -  noe  valfey 
1304  castro  st.  suite  C 


u 


ALM#ST  INSTJLNT  INTGRI«R§ 
Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  zing@mmdspring.com 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Lau> 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


DESIGNS  IY  WENDY  L.  MULE* 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


Kristoffer  Mikulak,  CMT 
415.368.4668 


Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  Trigger  Point. 
Shiatsu,  Acupressure,  and  many  more! 

Great  Noe  Valley  location! 


Call  today  for  art  appointment, 
and  see  how  good  you  can  feel! 


ROBERTSON  Richard 

DESIGN  Robertson 


INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

phone  415.596.7346 
FAX  415.647.1389 


sales@designbyrobertson.com 

www.designbyrobertson.com 


Clean  Green! 


with  Green  Maids 

#  Quality  Cleaning  -  Homes  and  Offices 

#  People  and  Earth  Safe  Supplies  Included 

#  Allergen  Removing  HEPA  Vacuum 
Bonded,  Licensed,  Insured 
B.B.B.  Honor  Roll  Member 

Free  Estimates 


Call:  415-468-9002  greenmaids.com 


Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 
Your  Home  or  My  Studio 

David  Manley 

(415)  641-1106 
dmanley@speakeasy.net 
http :/ /  www.speakeasy.org/  -  dmanley 


Jody  Reiss,  LCSW 

Pyschotherapy 

A  safe  place  to  talk  about 
life  transition,  retlationship  turmoil, 
emotional  upheaval,  existential  crisis, 
...or  simple,  everyday  concerns. 

415/401/9482 

LCS  15289 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 


4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


STARLIGHT  ♦  STAR  BRIGHT 

DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 


SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 
SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 


CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 
HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  BUCKWHEAT  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN'S  MENU  AVAILABLE 


ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A.M.  / 10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  A.M.  / 10:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 


GRAND  OPENING 

Come  and  enjoy  our  five  new  spa  chairs  with  built-in  hip, 
back,  neck  and  shoulder  massage  and  whirlpool 

Our  staff  has  more  than  five  years  of  experience  in 


Manicure 
Pedicure 
French  Manicure 
Feet,  Fland  and 
Shoulder 
Massage 
Waxing 

Full  Set  or  Fill-in 
Nails 


Sunrise  Nails 

Complete  Nails  &  Waxing 
for  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 


1699  Dolores  Street  (corner  of  30th  Street) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  920-1831 

Walk-ins  Welcome  •  Gift  Certificates  Available 

Mon.-Fri.  9:00  a.m.  to  7:30  p.m. 

Sat.  9:00  a.m.  to  7:30  p.m.  •  Sun.  10:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 

Come  Celebrate  with  our  Grand  Opening  Specials 


$2.00  off  Manicure  & 
Pedicure 

OR 

Free  Paraffin  Treatment 
for  Hands  or  Feet 


$2.00  off  Manicure, 
Pedicure  &  Spa 

OR 

Free  Paraffin  Treatment 
for  Hands  or  Feet 


DAILY  YOGA  CLASSES 


•  daily  yoga  classes  • 
iyengar  •  astanga  •  prenatal 
mom  &  baby  •  introduction  to  yoga 
•  community  class  (special  rates)  • 

or 


1500  CASTRO  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94114 
415-824-5657 

www . opendooryoga . com 

CALL  OR  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  FOR  A  COMPLETE  SCHEDULE 
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BOOKS  in  our  BRANCH 


This  month’s  new  book  list,  chosen  by  Noe  Valley  librarian  Carol  Small  and  Voice 

bookworm  Karol  Barske,  features  tales  from  a  small  town  circus,  an  investigation  into  the 
last  days  of  Pompeii,  and  the  personal  biography  of  a  guide  dog.  To  find  out  which  books  are 
available,  call  355-5707,  log  onto  www.sfpl.org,  or  visit  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  at 
45 1  Jersey  Street  near  Castro  Street.  Besides  books,  the  branch  offers  magazines,  newspapers, 
DVDs,  music  CDs,  Internet  access,  and  the  archives  and  index  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice. 

Library  hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  Wednesdays,  1  to  9  p.m.;  Thursdays,  10  a.m.  to 
6  p.m.;  Fridays,  1  to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Adult  Fiction 

V  In  Jane  Smiley’s  Good  Faith,  a  novel  set 
in  the  booming  1980s,  a  small-town  real 
estate  agent  is  tempted  to  betray  his  princi¬ 
ples  for  the  promise  of  easy  riches. 

^  Small  G:  A  Summer  Idyll,  Patricia  High- 
smith’s  last  novel  before  her  death  in  1995,  is 
a  comedy  of  manners  and  misdirected  love. 

V  Mantrapped,  a  “reality  novel’’  by  Faye 
Weldon,  tells  the  tale  of  a  woman  who  swaps 
her  soul  and  body  with  “a  Russell  Crowe 
lookalike.”  The  fiction  is  interwoven  with 
the  author’s  own  memoir. 

V  Stories  of  clowns  and  acrobats  from  the 
Great  Porter  Circus,  which  wintered  in  Lima, 
Indiana,  from  1884  through  1939,  are  told  by 
Cathy  Day  in  The  Circus  in  Winter. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

^  Bill  Moyers  offers  a  collection  of  20 
speeches  and  commentaries,  covering  his 
Texas  boyhood  and  years  in  Lyndon  John¬ 
son’s  White  House,  in  Moyers  on  America: 

A  Journalist  and  His  Times. 

V  In  Ghosts  of  Vesuvius:  A  New  Look  at  the 
Last  Days  of  Pompeii,  How  Towers  Fall, 
and  Other  Strange  Connections,  Charles 
Pellegrino  draws  parallels  between  volcanic 
upheavals  and  the  events  of  9/1 1 . 

y-  In  The  Bone  Man  of  Benares:  A  Lunatic 
Trip  Through  Love  and  the  World,  Terry 
Tamoff  recalls  his  travels  around  the  globe, 
with  “a  bag,  a  guitar,  and  16  harmonicas.’’ 

^  Dr.  Dean  Edell  examines  an  array  of 
health  topics  and  medical  myths  in  Life, 
Liberty,  and  the  Pursuit  of  Healthiness. 


Children’s  Fiction 

V  Each  truck  in  Truck  Duck  by  Michael  Rex 
has  its  own  type  of  driver,  and  when  you  read 
the  book,  you  will  see  why.  Ages  1  to  3. 

You  can  find  many  familiar  objects  and 
watch  a  creative  little  person  build  a  boat  in 
Do  You  See  What  I  See?  Seymour  and  the 
Juice  Box  Boat  by  Walter  Wick,  who  is  also 
the  creator  of  the  /  Spy  books.  Ages  3  to  6. 

V'  As  time  moves  through  the  seasons,  a 
child  waits  and  waits  and  is  finally  rewarded 
when  the  tree  bears  fruit  in  Lois  Ehlert’s  col¬ 
lage-illustrated  Pie  in  the  Sky.  Ages  3  to  6. 


V  In  The  Cat  Who  Walked  Across  France, 
author  Kate  Banks  and  illustrator  Georg  Hal- 
lensleben  have  created  a  story  about  a  pet 
who  loses  a  loving  home  but  manages  even¬ 
tually  to  find  another.  Ages  4  to  6. 

V  In  Kate  Spohn’s  beginning  reader  Turtle 
and  Snake’s  Day  at  the  Beach,  two  friends 
go  surfing,  build  sand  castles,  enjoy  team¬ 
work,  and  receive  a  prize.  Ages  4  to  7. 

V  Twelve-year-old  Annie  sees  the  beginning 
of  her  grandpa’s  slide  into  dementia,  attends 
the  birth  of  her  baby  brother,  and  under¬ 
stands  that  her  ability  to  see  things  is  being 
nurtured  by  art  projects  at  school,  in  Heart¬ 
beat  by  Sharol  Creech.  Ages  10  and  up. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

V  The  Scholastic  Visual  Sports  Encyclope¬ 
dia  provides  rules  and  playing  techniques 
and  describes  necessary  equipment  for  more 
than  100  sports  and  games.  Ages  7  and  up. 

V  In  Dorothy  Hinshaw  Patent’s  The  Right 
Dog  for  the  Job:  Ira’s  Path  from  Service 
Dog  to  Guide  Dog,  you  can  follow  a  golden 
retriever  from  his  birth,  through  all  his 
training  and  care,  to  his  working  relationship 
with  Don,  a  blind  piano  tuner  who  relies  on 
him  every  day.  Ages  7  and  up. 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Preschool  Story  Time 

V  Children  ages  2  to  5  are  invited  to  attend 
preschool  story  time  at  10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays, 
Feb.  1,  8,  and  22. 

Films  for  Children 

An  hour  of  short  films  will  be  shown  for 
kids  ages  3  to  5  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  15,  at  10 
and  1 1  a.m. 

Saturday  Lapsits 

V-  Share  stories,  songs,  and  finger  plays  with 
your  baby  or  toddler  at  the  library  lapsits  at 
1 0:30  a.m.  on  Saturdays,  Feb.  5,  19,  and  26. 

A  Current  Mystery 

^  The  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library 
would  greatly  appreciate  your  castoff 
paperback  mysteries  published  in  the  last 
five  years.  Bring  donations,  in  good 
condition,  to  the  branch,  at  451  Jersey  Street 
near  Castro.  Thank  you. 


Wiy  theory  is  that  people  who 
don't  like  mystery  stories  are 
anarchists"  -  (%ex  Stout 


T he 

San  Frandsco 
Mystery 
Bookstore 
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FEBRUARY  EVENTS 

Monday,  Feb.  14  at  5  p.m. 

Angel  Stork 

Practically  Perfect  Wedding  and 
Commitment  Ceremonies 


Thursday,  Feb.  17  at  7  p.m. 

School  of  the  Arts 
Creative  Writing 
Department 

readings  from  students 


Friday,  Feb.  25  at  7  p.m. 

Kevin  Hoover 

editor  of  The  Areata  Eye 

Police  Log  2 

1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 


Summer  Music  West 


June  20-August  5, 2005 

Ages  8-20 


Musicianship 
Composition  intensive 
High  School  Choral  Academy 
Gilbert  &  Sullivan  Scenes 
String  &  Piano  Academy 
Chamber  Music 


the  future  of  music 

CAMPAIGN  FOR 

SAN  FRANCISCO  CONSERVATORY  OF  MUSIC 
AT  CIVIC  CENTER 


San  Francisco 
Conservatory  of  Music 
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CLASS  ADS 


Four  Unscented,  Mature  Home  Helpers  needed: 
chore  provider,  Windows  XP  tutor,  masseur  (my 
table),  reader  (my  books).  Dr.  Ray,  415-970-0770. 

We  Specialize  in  Dogs,  Puppies,  doggie-woggies, 
and  puppy-wuppies!  Dog  Walking  Service  of  San 
Francisco(.com).  415-731-0120. 

Scottish  Country  Dancing  is  fun,  social,  and  en¬ 
ergetic.  New  basic  class  just  starting  on  Sundays, 
6:30  p.m.  S.F.  Youth  Ballet  Academy,  3149  Vicente. 
Bring  flat  shoes.  No  partners  needed.  Ten-class  series, 
$65.  Susie,  415-333-9372;  susielk@ilsa.ucsf.edu. 

Share  Flat.  Master  bedroom/walk-in  closet,  hard¬ 
wood  floors,  gas  kitchen,  yard,  garage,  new  heat  and 
water.  Sanchez  Street.  Allan,  650-367-5838.  $  1 ,025. 


Sanskrit?  For  Yoga  Teachers  and  Students.  Leant 
Sanskrit  through  chanting  on  Feb.  3  and  10;  read  and 
write  the  Devanagari  script  Feb.  1 7, 24,  March  3  and 
10.  7  to  9  p.m.  Preregistration  discount.  Yoga  Soci¬ 
ety  of  San  Francisco,  2872  Folsom,  between  24th 
and  25th  streets.  415-285-5537;  yssf.com. 

II  Piccolo  Spuntino  makes  delicious  homemade 
gourmet  Italian  cookies  and  brownies  for  any  occa¬ 
sion.  Remember  Valentine’s  Day!  Visit  us  at 
http://www.doubledesign.biz/spuntino.  Or  call  415- 
584-7406.  Gift  baskets  available.  Call  for  details. 

Wedding  Workshop  for  Couples:  Sunday,  Feb. 
13,  2  to  4  p.m.  Author  of  Practically  Peifect  Wed¬ 
ding  and  Commitment  Ceremonies  will  help  you 
create  your  own  ceremony.  Book  and  handouts  in¬ 
cluded.  $40  per  couple.  Register  now,  ange!stork@ 
yahoo.com.  or  call  415-285-257 1 . 

Housesitter  Available.  Long  or  short  term.  Re¬ 
sponsible  and  respectful  of  your  property.  Your 
home  will  be  in  good  hands.  Pets  okay.  Anne,  415- 
690-6397. 

Drum  Set  Lessons  for  kids  and  adults,  ages  9  years 
old  and  up.  Patient,  enthusiastic  teacher  will  show 
you  the  basics  and  beyond  of  playing  the  drums;  all 
levels  taught.  I  teach  at  a  studio  in  Bemal  Heights 
on  Anderson  Street  off  of  Cortland.  Please  call  Eric 
at  415-643-9804. 

Buy  Fun,  Locally  Made,  Affordable  Art  at  vnw. 
ArtToaster.com. 

Joel  Mahan  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Studio.  Con¬ 
venient  22nd  and  Guerrero  location.  Specializing  in 
bluegrass  mandolin  and  acoustic  guitar  lessons  for 
beginners.  Contact  jmmalwn@earthlink.com  or 
415-648-8892  for  information  and  referrals.  MIT 
and  San  Francisco  Conservatory  alumni. 

Catsitting  and  other  vacation  help  in  Noe  Valley  or 
adjacent  neighborhoods.  Retired  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent.  Lucy.  415-282-3676. 

Digital  Photography  Frustrations?  Future  Light 
Digital  Workshops  will  teach  you  to  shoot,  scan, 
print,  edit,  and  archive  your  digital  images.  Hands- 
on  classes  downtown.  Adobe  Certified  Expert.  wh'M’, 
fldigital.com.  Call  for  free  brochure:  4 1 5-54 1  -5320. 

Flute  Lessons  offered  by  Noe  Valley-based  flutist. 
1 5  years  teaching  experience,  B.A.  and  M.M.  Open¬ 
ings  for  all  levels  and  ages.  Fun  and  professional. 
Carla.  415-648-3651. 

Housecleaning.  Homes,  apartments,  offices.  Free 
estimates,  reasonable  prices.  Experienced,  reliable. 
Attention  given  to  details,  leaving  everything  clean, 
fresh,  and  tidy.  References  available.  Call  Phil  and 
Marie.  415-668-8310. 

Notary  Public.  Will  travel.  Call  Carole  at  415- 
305-4266. 

Watercolor  Workshops  for  beginners.  One-day 
workshops.  $70  including  materials.  Small  class 
size.  Perfect  for  gift  certificates.  Ongoing  classes 
also  available.  Irene  at  415-641-8882,  or  e-mail 
SFCIarky@aol.com. 

Licensed  Painting  and  Plaster  Repair.  Small  or 
large  jobs.  Interior  and  exterior.  License  #497-2 1 4. 
Please  call  Ed  at  995-4666. 


Computer  Repairs,  maintenance,  and  user  educa¬ 
tion.  Hardware  and  software,  installation,  configu¬ 
ration,  and  upgrades.  Broadband  installation  and 
network  (wired  and  wireless)  setup.  Virus,  trojan, 
and  spyware  removal.  Web-page  design  from  start 
to  finish.  Competitive  rates,  house  calls,  small  to 
large  jobs,  and  I  can  work  with  non-technical  indi¬ 
viduals,  References.  John,  415-586-2333. 

Office  Support  Plus.  415-239-0561. 

Piano  and  Keyboard  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bemal 
Heights,  the  Mission.  23  years  teaching  experience: 
all  levels  and  all  ages.  This  is  the  year  to  leam  the 
Chopin  and  Gershwin  you’ve  always  loved. 
Lessons  given  in  your  home  at  your  own  piano, 
where  you  really  enjoy  learning.  Marv  Hiemstra, 
4 1 5-826-4485;  drollmanr@aol.com. 

Fog  City  Dog.  Noe  Valley  dog  walking  and  care. 
“A  tired  dog  is  a  happy  household."  Louis,  7 1 0-05 1 3. 

Help  With  Your  Writing.  Published  author  offers 
skillful  encouragement.  Coaching,  manuscript  con¬ 
sultation,  editing.  Fiction,  memoir,  non-fiction, 
academic.  Reasonable  rates.  415-282-2939; 
http://www.LogosEditing.com. 

Affordable,  Skilled  Therapist.  17  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Interactive,  direct,  respectful,  playful.  Adults, 
couples,  families,  adolescents,  children.  GLBT- 
friendly.  Castro  at  24th  Street.  Carla  Durkin, 
L.M.F.T.  415-647-9977. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Leam  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Prenatal,  Parent/Baby,  HIV, 
and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes  daily.  $11  ($8  for 
first  class  and  seniors).  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770 
Dolores  St.  415-821-1 117. 


Handywoman  Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and 
outside  problems  you  aren't  getting  around  to  and 
wish  you  could.  Get  reliable,  friendly,  and  creative 
help  now.  A  non-intrusive,  sensitive  presence  in 
your  home.  4 1 5-550-6792. 

Acupressure.  Help  the  body  heal  itself.  Based  on 
centuries-old  wisdom,  acupressure  can  help  allevi¬ 
ate  chronic  pain,  reduce  anxiety,  and  promote  gen¬ 
eral  well-being.  Call  Sally  at  4 15-587- 1902.  10  per¬ 
cent  off  your  first  visit. 

Expert  Tree  and  Garden  Care:  Tree  planting, 
pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design,  renovation, 
restoration,  and  installation.  Indoor  plant  sales, 
rental,  and  maintenance.  Regularly  scheduled  gen¬ 
eral  property  and  garden  maintenance.  Irrigation 
and  lighting  systems  installation  and  repair.  Yard 
cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
Strong  attention  to  detail  and  customer  service.  1 5 
years  of  experience.  References  available.  Call 
David  at  415-846-7581. 

Wanted:  Funky  Live/Work  Space  to  Do  Art.  Run¬ 
down  cottage,  storefront?  Open  to  possibilities.  San 
Francisco,  South  S.F.,  Pacifica.  Call  510-534-7312. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Relocating?  As  fea¬ 
tured  on  HGTV,  NPR,  and  in  the  S.F.  Chronicle. 
ShipShape  offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what 
goes  where.  We  will  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle 
moves,  and  restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to 
busy  lives.  Home/office/packing  and  more.  Free 
phone  consultation  and  brochure.  415-550-0658; 
www.shipshape.com. 

Psychotherapy  Office.  Prime  Noe  Valley  location 
available  Monday  and  Saturday.  Fully  furnished, 
with  garden  view.  Includes  utilities  and  cleaning 
service  with  shared  waiting  room  and  kitchen.  Call 
415-285-2183. 

Appliance  Repair.  Experienced  and  reliable.  Li¬ 
cense  #43831.  Call  David  Beringerat415-722-8614. 


Got  Pines?  Winter  is  the  time  to  prune  your  pine 
trees.  It’s  also  time  to  prune  most  fruit  trees.  Com¬ 
plete  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA  Certified  Ar¬ 
borist.  Beautiful  work  and  expert  care.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Martin  Arnest  at  415-882-1109. 
California  license  #829012. 

Energetic  Body  Series.  Saturdays  beginning 
March  5,  at  10  a.m.  Four  mini-courses  of  three  class¬ 
es  each,  covering  health  issues  from  the  energetic 
perspective.  Self-Image/Self-Concept,  Biography/ 
Biology,  Senses,  Living  Systems,  and  more....  $30 
per  class  or  $80  per  trio  or  $300  for  the  entire  se¬ 
ries.  Register  now,  angelstork@yahoo.com.  or  call 
415-285-2571. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  4 1 5- 
285-6433,  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Hauling.  We  haul  furniture,  computers,  construction 
and  yard  debris,  and  much  more.  Call  us  for  a  free 
estimate,  seven  days  a  week.  Adriano,  41 5-990-4062. 

Housecleaning.  Free  estimates,  good  references, 
and  reasonable  prices.  Houses,  apartments,  and  of¬ 
fices.  Please  leave  a  message  for  Cleusa  Maria  at 
510-436-6987. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calistoga/St. 
Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(maximum).  Large  decks  with  views  of  stream, 
woods,  and  meadow.  Fireplace  with  wood  supplied; 
30  acres,  trails,  all-year  stream.  Photos  available. 
Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend,  $500;  stay  up  to 
four  more  nights  for  free.  Additional  nights  after  the 
first  seven  are  $70  per  night  or  four  weeks  at  $  1 ,750. 
Discount  given  to  repeat  guests.  415-647-3052 
(phone  and  fax). 

Pet  Care.  Does  Kitty  need  care  while  you  vacation? 
Does  Rover  need  more  exercise?  Positively  Pets  can 
help!  Expert  care  for  all  pets.  15  years  experience. 
Recommended  by  San  Francisco  veterinarians.  Noe 
Valley  references.  415-647-4757. 

The  Writing  Salon.  Year-round  creative  writing 
classes.  Fiction,  poetry,  personal  essays,  memoirs, 
screenwriting,  playwriting,  travel  writing,  and 
more.  415-642-9793;  www.writingsalons.com. 

Barry  Solomon  Window  Cleaning.  24  years  in 
Noe  Valley.  Quality  professional  service — 1980s 
pricing.  Phone  641-5224. 

PC  Training.  Introduction  to  Win,  Word,  Excel, 
PowerPoint,  Access,  Internet  by  a  very  patient  com¬ 
munity  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and  a  half 
hours  for  $45.  864-1491;  cfehcom@aol.com. 

Hypnotherapy  and  Hypnosis.  Enneagram.  12- 
step,  re-evaluation  counseling.  Pain  management 
and  anxiety.  Janell  Moon,  C.H.T.,  415-824-2490. 

Noe  Valley  Resident  Contractor  (licensed,  bond¬ 
ed)  seeks  jobs:  kitchen,  bath  remodeling,  trim, 
decks,  light  plumbing,  electrical.  Call  Tim,  415- 
285-4617. 

Efficient,  Fast  Cleaning!  We  will  make  your  home 
or  office  sparkle  throughout.  Our  products  or  yours. 
Also  available:  steam  cleaning  equipment  for  car- 
pets/uphoistery,  power  washing  for  building  exteri¬ 
ors  and  driveways.  Experienced,  thorough,  reliable. 
References  on  request.  Alexandra,  4 15-240-6035  or 
650-615-9003, 


Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons  tai¬ 
lored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory,  clas¬ 
sical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Ban- 
nett.  648-1007. 


Mac/PC/iPod/iTunes:  Need  help?  Very  good 
price,  Intemet/DSL/cable  modem/wireless/printer/ 
scanner  problems?  Done  right  in  your  home.  Work 
as  tech  of  schools  for  10  years.  Day  and  night  ap¬ 
pointments.  Call  415-642-8287. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  patios,  main¬ 
tenance.  Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates. 
Remember,  it’s  pruning  time. 

Workshops  and  Course  Classes.  We  have  numer¬ 
ous  workshops  and  course  classes  covering  topics 
such  as  stress  management,  yoga  philosophy, 
pranayama,  Hatha  Yoga,  relaxation,  and  laughing 
meditation.  $  1 1  and  $1 2  for  workshops,  $44  to  $66 
for  course  classes.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Do¬ 
lores  St.  415-821-1 1 17. 

Compulsive  Overeater?  There  is  a  solution. 
Renee  Stephens,  C.H.T.  www.mindforbody.com. 
415-206-1638. 

Time  for  You  Housecleaning.  Dependable  house- 
cleaner  will  customize  cleaning.  References.  Seven 
years  of  experience.  415-867-6427. 


Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business,  home 
office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines,  DSL, 
ethemet,  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appointments! 
Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call  641-8654. 
E-mail  Charlie@sfphoneguy.com. 

Experienced  Psychotherapist  with  warm  yet  chal¬ 
lenging  relational  style.  Specialties  include:  sub¬ 
stance  abuse,  eating  disorders,  trauma,  relationship 
issues,  infidelity.  Individuals,  couples,  adults,  ado¬ 
lescents,  children.  Noe  Valley  and  Potrero  Hill  of¬ 
fices.  Lisa  Bograd,  M.F..T.  415-820-3920. 

Will  Buy  Single-Family  Homes,  any  condition. 
Pay  cash,  close  fast.  415-922-7273. 

Housecleaner,  Personal  Assistant,  organizer,  dri¬ 
ver,  errands,  pet  sitter,  moving,  packing,  caregiver. 
Detailed  professional  exceeds  your  expectations.  10 
years  experience.  Mike,  415-495-2312. 

Noe  Valley  Locksmith.  Home,  auto,  commercial. 
Licensed  and  bonded.  415-285-0948. 

Beautiful,  Private  Garden  Flat  in  Noe  Valley,  two 
weeks  to  three  months.  Self-contained:  all  amenities, 
including  fireplace,  piano,  full  kitchen,  washer,  and 
dryer.  Looks  onto  garden.  Quiet  home,  owner-occu¬ 
pied.  Ideal  for  academics.  DSL  included.  One-bed- 
room,  sofa  bed  in  living  room.  Great  location.  $2,600 
per  month  of  $850  weekly.  Please  call  415-821- 
4872.  Web  site:  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com. 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


40£  a  word! 


The  deadline  is  the 
15th  of  the  month.  Write 
Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114. 

You  can  also  visit  your 
ad  on  our  web  site: 


w  w  w.noe  valley  voice,  com 


Cp 
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Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 


T  he  Integra!  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual.  . 


•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions! Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerns! Choices 

•  Personal  GrowthlSpiritual  Issues 

!.*»2  Cjh.rui  Si.,  San  Francisco  *4I5,<>4&2644  •  ,ww.ais.hin  /cotiNsiuNt. 


Castro  Computer  Services 

Kttp:/A\"\vw.castrocomp  uturservi  ces.  com 

•  ON-SITE/ IN-SHOP 

•  NETWORKING 

•  VIRUS  REMOVAL 

•  MAINTENAN  CE/  UPGRADES 

•  SECURITY  /OPTIMIZATION 

•  DATA  BACKUP/ RECOVERY 

•  CUSTOM  COMPUTERS 

Located  at  1320  Castro  Street  Certified 

betiveen  24th  and  Jersey  Street  Professional  \  ]  y  C 

Store  Hours 

Mon-Frl  9:00tun-5:30pm 
Sat-Sun  5>:00am-5ff<0pm 


T 
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Buying  Older  Style  Furniture  and  household 
items.  One  item  or  entire  home.  Give  us  a  call  at 
415-621-4390;  Jim. 

Paris  Apartment.  Charming  one-bedroom,  remod¬ 
eled,  sleeps  four.  Ninth  Arrondissement.  minutes 
from  opera,  Montmartre.  Near  fabulous  Market 
Street.  See  www.frenchapt.freeservers.com.  Call 
415-282-8912. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  academic,  tape  transcription,  legal; 
resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine. 
Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Wall-to-Wall  Overhaul!  Using  budget-conscious 
techniques  and  furnishings,  we  transform  any  room 
from  drab  to  dazzling.  Our  makeovers  improve  the 
decor  as  well  as  the  function  of  your  space.  From 
kitchens  to  closets,  bedrooms  to  home  offices,  ex¬ 
perience  our  makeover  magic  with  an  expert  orga¬ 
nizing  team.  Free  phone  consultation  and  brochure, 
415-550-0658;  www.shipshape.com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  apartment;  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  breakfast 
choices  provided,  phone,  cable,  private  bath,  level 
private  entrance.  20th  and  Douglass.  415-626-6497. 

Therapist:  Seasoned  therapist  with  25  years  expe¬ 
rience  provides  in-depth  and  solutioned,  focused 
therapy.  Intimacy,  career,  communication  for  indi¬ 
viduals  and  couples.  GLBT-friendly.  Centrally  lo¬ 
cated  in  Hayes  Valley.  Tom  Holt,  M.A.,  M.F.T.  li¬ 
cense  #22966.  415-431-3109. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue, 
415-821-4890  or  emarsh5108@aol.com. 

Relatives  Coming?  House  to  rent  weekly.  Wonder¬ 
ful  Laidley  Street:  panoramic  views,  hot  tub,  garden. 
4 1 5-647-82 1 6.  http:ll vrbo.com/211 25. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee,  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedy- 
musicstudio.com. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I'm  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR,  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  arti¬ 
cles,  etc.  415-867-1 582  or  ojboler@mindspring.com. 


Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modern  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Furniture  Stripped  and  Refinished.  Excellent 
work,  quickly  done.  Includes  pickup  and  return.  15 
years  experience.  Call  Jim  at  415-621-4390. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Prenatal,  Parent/Baby,  HIV, 
and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes  daily.  $11  ($8  for 
first  class  and  seniors).  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770 
Dolores  St.  415-821-1 1 17. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2133;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation, 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m„  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15 
a.m.,  Douglass  Park,  Douglass  at  26th.  $5  intro¬ 
duction  (Mondays  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  prac¬ 
ticing  since  1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 


Get  the  Right  Job!  Learn  to  market  yourself!  The 
nuts  and  bolts  of  interviews,  resumes,  salary  nego¬ 
tiations.  15  years  experience  as  a  San  Francisco  re¬ 
cruiter.  Three-part  class  series,  $30  per  class.  Reg¬ 
ister  by  calling  415-550-7570. 

Expert  PC  Computer  Repair  and  services.  We 
come  to  you.  $25  per  hour.  Call  Noel,  4 1 5-66 1  -8729. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Per¬ 
fect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed.  Fully  equipped  kitchen.  Cable 
TV/VCR.  stereo/CD,  telephone.  Short-term  rental. 
Minimum  two  nights.  Sleeps  two.  Non-smoking. 
'415-970-8 177;  sfcottage4rent@earthlink.net. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
415-668-8310. 

Wedding  Workshop  for  Officiators:  Saturday, 
Feb.  19, 10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Find  the  heart  of  wedding 
or  commitment  ceremony,  assist  the  couple,  orga¬ 
nize  your  time  and  responsibilities.  Handouts  in¬ 
cluded.  $30.  Register  now,  dngelstork@yahoo.com. 
or  call  415-285-2571. 

Tired  of  Squeezing  Your  Out-of-Town  Parents  or 

friends  into  your  already-jammed  home?  Visiting 
the  city  on  a  temporary  business  assignment? 
Charming  fully-furnished  studio  available  on  a 
short-time  basis.  Cable  TV,  stereo,  VCR,  kitchen, 
full  bath,  laundry,  garden.  Lots  of  parking  next  to 
open  space.  Bemal  Heights  across  from  The  Hill. 
Call  415-285-7064  or  www.janiesnest.com. 

Housekeeper  part-time  or  full-time.  17  years  ex¬ 
perience,  excellent  references.  CDL,  car.  English 
speaking  loyal  worker.  Call  Rosane,  4 1 5-672-0970. 

Professional  Housekeeper.  Consistent  and  sys¬ 
tematic.  I  don’t  cut  comers,  I  clean  them.  20  plus 
years,  excellent  references.  Weekly,  bi-weekly,  one¬ 
time;  moving  in  or  out.  Deana,  5 10-547-2469,  for  a 
free  estimate. 

Science  Tutor:  Individualized  instruction  by  an  ex¬ 
perienced,  California-certified  science  teacher  who 
is  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa  graduate.  415-704-9104. 

Carpentry/Design.  Bathrooms,  kitchens,  mould¬ 
ings,  stairs,  decks,  lighting,  drywall,  windows, 
bookshelves.  Excellent  references  and  reasonable 
rates.  Jeffrey,  415-753-1707. 

August  Moon  Massage.  Jana  Hutcheson.  Swedish, 
Shiatsu,  Lomi  Lomi,  Deep  Tissue,  and  sports  mas¬ 
sage.  Office  space  and  house  calls  available.  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates.  $70  per  hour.  Author  of  Healing  Alterna¬ 
tives.  415-647-7515.  Call  for  an  appointment  today. 

Weight  Issues — Heal  the  Causes.  Gentle,  compas¬ 
sionate,  and  effective.  Renee  Stephens,  C.H.T. 
www.mindforbody.com .  4 15-206- 1 638. 

Out-of-Town  Guests?  Bed  and  breakfast  in  charm¬ 
ing  room  with  private  bath.  Quiet,  with  garden  view. 
One  block  from  24th  Street.  Cable  TV/DVD.  415- 
641-8882,  or  e-mail  SFCIarky@aol.com. 

Classical  Piano  Lessons  and  music  theory  instruc¬ 
tion  offered  by  patient,  experienced  teacher  in  Noe 
Valley.  Beginning  through  early  advanced  students 
welcomed!  Elva  Granat,  415-285-5769. 


Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  F ranciscol  .com ) !  Es¬ 
tablished  1995!  Private  walks,  too!  Bonded!  In¬ 
sured!  415-731-0120. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  install  cab¬ 
inets  or  shelves,  fix  a  fence,  deck,  or  windows;  even 
some  electrical.  I  do  good  work  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
Robert,  566-3389. 

Health  and  Fitness  Support  Group  forming.  4 1 5- 
668-8310. 


Your  Personal  Handyman.  Noe  Valley  gent  will 
meet  your  fix-up  and  repair  needs.  Small  projects 
welcome.  Floors,  windows,  doors,  inside  painting, 
plumbing  problems,  grout  restorations,  carpentry, 
sinks,  fixtures,  light  electrical  work,  and  more.  Call 
Your  Handyman  at  415-425-2585. 

Red’s  Hauling  and  Yard  Work.  Cleaning  and 
clearing.  Attics,  basements,  garages,  households, 
yards.  Prompt,  reliable  service.  Free  estimates.  415- 
307-0889. 

Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywall,  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1 175.  Small  jobs  welcome. 


Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433,  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Housecleaning.  Need  to  clean  your  house,  apart¬ 
ment,  and  office?  We  are  reasonably  priced,  thor¬ 
ough,  experienced,  and  available  seven  days  a  week. 
We  have  good  references.  Free  estimates.  Please 
leave  a  message  for  Maria  Pires  at  650-756-5512. 

Affirming,  Experienced,  and  Affordable.  Let's 
work  together  to  tackle  depression  and  anxiety 
caused  by  painful  transitions,  past  relationships,  and 
gender  issues.  Noe  Valley  office;  Saturday  appoint¬ 
ments  are  available.  Lucinda  Mancillas,  L.C.S.W. 
#20174.415-821-2000. 

Piano  and  Keyboard  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bemal 
Heights,  the  Mission.  23  years  teaching  experience: 
all  levels  and  all  ages.  Begin  2005  with  hope  and 
bliss  playing  splendid  music!  Lessons  given  in  your 
home  at  your  own  piano,  where  you  really  enjoy 
learning.  Marv  Hiemstra,  415-826-4485;  e-mail 
drollmarv@aol.com. 

Workshops  and  Course  Classes.  We  have  numer¬ 
ous  workshops  and  course  classes  covering  topics 
such  as  stress  management,  yoga  philosophy, 
pranayama,  Hatha  Yoga,  relaxation,  and  laughing 
meditation.  $  1 1  and  $  1 2  for  workshops,  $44  to  $66 
for  course  classes.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Do¬ 
lores  St.  415-821-1117. 

A  Room  of  Your  Own.  Looking  for  a  quiet  place 
to  be  by  yourself,  to  think,  to  relax,  to  just  be?  I  have 
a  quiet  garden  studio  available  for  overnight  or 
weekly  stays.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  Carole,  415- 
647-2393.  x 

Flute  Lessons.  Bachelor  of  Music  and  teaching  li¬ 
cense  from  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Very  nice  studio,  central  San  Francisco.  Call 
Amelia.  415-516-4851. 

Women’s  Support  Group.  Will  meet  Wednesdays, 
7  to  9  p.m.  Sharing  in  a  supportive  environment,  in¬ 
cluding  issues  of  self-esteem,  grieving,  divorce,  ca¬ 
reer  change,  fear  of  success,  addictions.  Living  our 
lives  authentically,  from  our  true  selves,  with  hon¬ 
esty,  integrity,  and  passion.  Preregistration  $30  per 
session.  415-550-7570. 

Cleaning  Professional.  18  years  of  experience. 
Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Call  Roger  Miller. 
415-664-0513. 

Women’s  Meditation  Course.  Tuesdays  beginning 
March  1,  7  to  9  p.m.  Explore  your  body,  home, 
work,  and  relationships  as  “living  space,"  and  re¬ 
imagine  your  life  story  through  meditation,  move¬ 
ment,  interactive  exercises,  and  journaling.  Seven- 
week  course,  $200,  or  $30  per  class  if  paid  weekly. 
Register  now,  angelstork@yahoo.com.  or  call  415- 
285-2571. 


HOW  TO  PLACE 
A  CLASS  AD 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number 
of  words  by  40tf  per  word,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order 
for  the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  in  which  you’d  like  to 
advertise.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by 
phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edition 
10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  vaca¬ 
tion  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10 
percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the 
total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  March 
2005  issue,  distributed  in  Noe 
Valley  on  or  before  March  4.  The 
deadline  for  Class  Ads  is  Feb. 

15.  The  Class  Ads  will  be  printed 
in  the  paper  and  then  displayed  on 
our  web  site  (www.noevalley- 
voice.com)  for  one  month. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line 
of  type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be 
provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope. 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 


Piano  Lessons!  Kids  a  specialty.  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  with  15  years  teaching  experience.  B.A.  and 
M.M.  Carla,  4 15-648-3651. 

Birthday  Storytelling:  A  treat  for  ages  4  to  104. 
Forsooth!  Let  a  pro  light  up  the  party  with  timeless 
tales,  ancient  and  new.  Also  available  for  anniver¬ 
saries,  reunions,  club  meetings,  fairs,  and  other  spe¬ 
cial  events.  Call  Laura  at  647-7455,  or  pop  an  e-mail 
to  laura@wordforest.com. 


HANDPICKED  DECORATIVE  ARTS  &  FINE  FURNISHINGS  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIA 


NEW  SHIPMENT  OF  THAI,  LAO  &  CAMBODIAN  SILK  TEXT 
EXPLORE  WWW.SUMAIMPORTS.COM  ON-LINE  INVENTORY 


1 224  Ninth  Avenue,  San  Francisco 

tel  4 1 5.759.7862,  www.sumaimports.com 


I VI, AM 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  HOME 


f  ^  Joseph  H.  Pilates  at  age  57 


pilates  studio 


Pilates 

Isn’t  it  about  time  YOU  tried  it? 


Spring  into  action  and  receive 
a  20%  discount  on  your  first 
three  Private  lessons. 


Private  •  Semi-Private 
Group  Classes 

Rehabilitation  •  General  Conditioning 


1414  Castro  Street @  Jersey 
(415)  282-8850 
wvwv.SpringPilates.com 
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Now  celebrating  a  decade  as  San  Francisco's  Neighborhood  Bakery 


Spend  your  winter  nights  with  us. 
It’s  cozy,  friendly 
and  delicious. 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  14 


May  we  remind  you  that  we  offer  convenience, 
friendly  service,  moderate  prices  and  the  finest 
quality  products. 

Please  support  your  Noe  Valley  neighborhood 
businesses.  Thank  you! 
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CYCLERY 


4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 

Tues.  —  Sat.  11  —  6 
Sun.  11  —  5 
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Since  1976 


COFFEE  COMPANY 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Offering  50  Varieties  of 
C  •  O  •  F  •  F  •  E  •  E 

by  the  pound  or  half-pound 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 


Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
Saturdays  6 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Sundays  6 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 


SINCE  1  9  <  7 

3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


$1  OFF  ANY 
1  LB.  OF  COFFEE 

(except  those  on  sale) 
February  only,  with  this  ad 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


No  Jive  in  ’05 


By  Mazook 

THE  NVBI  (Noe  Valley  Bureau  of  In¬ 
vestigation)  has  just  released  its  annual 
economic  forecast,  and  the  agency’s  big 
prediction  is  that  Downtown  Noe  Valley, 
our  commercial  corridor  along  24th 
Street,  will  see  a  major  facelift  in  2005. 
This  will  attract  many  more  local  resi¬ 
dents,  shoppers  from  outside  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  tourists  who  want  to  visit 
our  quaint  little  village,  set  geographical¬ 
ly  right  in  the  middle  of  the  city. 

In  short,  the  report  says,  2005  should 
be  a  good  year  for  Noe  Valley  business, 
after  a  glum  ’03  and  ’04. 

The  NVBI  predicts  that  the  number  one 
“glummer,”  the  empty  Real  Food  space, 
will  reopen  for  business  by  fall.  The 
building’s  owners  pulled  the  permits  and 
started  repairing  the  interior  last  month 
(see  front  page,  this  issue).  For  this  rea¬ 
son,  the  NVBI  believes  Nutraceutical  will 
have  its  trial  on  the  union-busting  com¬ 
plaint,  the  ex-employees’  claims  will  be 
resolved,  the  store  will  be  remodeled,  and 
customers  will  come  trickling  back.  The 
pull  of  the  heirloom  tomato  is  too  strong. 

NVBI  analysts  also  point  to  these  pos¬ 
itive  indicators: 

^  The  organic  food  selection  at  Bell 
Market  has  vastly  improved  since  Real 
Food  closed  in  August  2003,  and  Bell  will 
be  launching  its  own  extensive  store 
makeover  as  early  as  2006. 


^  Over  the  past  year,  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
idents  in  search  of  more  product  variety 
have  contacted  Bell’s  parent,  Kroger- 
Ralphs,  and  been  pleasantly  surprised  by 
the  reaction  of  senior  management. 
“They’ve  been  super-responsive  to  our 
wants  and  needs,”  said  one  local  foodie 
quoted  in  the  NVBI  report.  (The  organics 
of  Bell  will  again  be  up  for  discussion  at 
the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  meeting  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Library  on  Feb.  10, 7:30  p.m.) 

^  Across  the  street  from  Bell,  Peru¬ 
vian  restaurant  Fresca  will  soon  have  its 
grand  opening  in  Tien  Fu’s  old  spot,  and 
introduce  what  sounds  like  a  very  tasty 
menu.  (The  NVBI  has  reserved  a  perma¬ 
nent  seat  at  the  ceviche  bar.) 

%  Nearby,  Noe  Knit  should  soon  be 
casting  off  the  white  paper  on  Color- 
crane’s  old  windows  and  bringing  wool 
gathering  to  24th  Street. 

Next  door  to  the  knitters,  a  four-sto¬ 
ry  residential/commercial  development 
has  been  erected  in  place  of  the  Lunny 
House,  and  by  summer  we  should  have  at 
least  two  new  stores  on  the  ground  floor. 

^  And  the  excitement  doesn’t  stop 
there — two  more  new  storefronts  should 
appear  by  summer  at  the  former  Laun- 
derland  on  the  comer  of  24th  and  Church. 

The  NVBI  also  sees  a  new  generation 
of  activist/merchants  populating  our  main 
street.  There’s  a  group  organizing  regular 
steamcleaning  of  the  sidewalks  (contact 
Lori  Koon  at  Isa’s  Salon,  641-8948),  and 
another  group  reviving  the  ghost  of  street 
fairs  past.  A  planning  meeting  for  a  pro¬ 
posed  Noe  Valley  Harvest  Festival  this 
fall  will  be  held  Feb.  23,  7  p.m.,  at  the  li¬ 
brary,  45 1  Jersey  Street. 

The  Bureau  concludes  its  very  opti¬ 
mistic  forecast  by  noting  the  vast  increase 
in  public  parking  that  arrived  a  year  and 
a  half  ago  with  the  opening  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  lot  on  24th  near  Sanchez. 
The  NVBI  reports  that  a  few  more  park¬ 


ing  spaces  may  become  available  in  Noe 
Valley  this  year.  Where?  Sorry,  the 
NVBI’s  lips  are  sealed  for  now. 

5  0  K 

UNSEALED  LIPS:  One  business  that’s 
already  part  of  our  new  economic  vitali¬ 
ty  is  Lite  for  Life,  which  sits  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Sanchez  and  26th  streets.  Lite  of¬ 
fers  nutritional  counseling  and  organic 
foodstuffs  to  about  1 50  people  a  day. 

“Our  business  has  increased  more  than 
20  percent  in  the  last  year,”  says  Lite  for 
Life  owner  Kathy  Henderson.  “It’s  prob¬ 
ably  because  of  the  media  hammering 
about  the  horribles  of  being  overweight, 
plus  people’s  own  desire  to  eat  healthy.” 

Henderson  also  saw  a  big  jump  in  busi¬ 
ness  after  Real  Food’s  shutdown,  “be¬ 
cause  we  carry  many  of  the  same  prod¬ 
ucts  you  would  have  found  there.” 

6  “S  s 

BYE,  BYE,  BLACKBIRD:  There  was 
one  empty  store  on  24th  Street  last  month, 
and  that  was  Blackbird  Arts,  near  Castro 
Street.  According  to  Rick  Stone,  one  of 
Blackbird’s  co-owners,  the  shop  closed 
in  mid-January  “because  our  10-year 
lease  ran  out,  and  the  operating  costs 
made  our  retail  framing  shop  barely  prof¬ 
itable....  And  the  rent  was  going  up.” 

The  Blackbird  owners  currently  oper¬ 
ate  Matthew’s,  a  large  wholesale  framing 
plant  on  Connecticut  near  Cesar  Chavez. 
They  service  more  than  50  galleries  in  the 
area,  says  Stone. 

Blackbird  Arts  won’t  remain  empty  for 
long.  According  to  rumors  on  our  Main 
Drag,  the  storefront  will  be  remodeled 
and  reopened  by  spring,  as  a  gift  shop  to 
rival  24th  Street’s  other  gift  shops  Panet- 
ti’s  and  Lady  bug  Ladybug. 

&  23  & 

NOE  VALLEY,  THE  BOOK,  has  become 


the  neighborhood’s  best  seller  since  its  re¬ 
lease  in  November.  Local  author  Bill 
Yenne’s  128-page  historical  guide,  pub¬ 
lished  by  Arcadia,  is  called  San  Francis¬ 
co's  Noe  Valley.  (The  Voice  featured 
Yenne  and  the  book  in  our  December 
2004  issue.) 

According  to  Laura  Moore,  who  spoke 
on  behalf  of  the  publisher  from  Mt.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  S.C.,  “We’ve  been  surprised  at  the 
large  response  we’ve  had  to  this  book, 
and  it’s  now  in  its  third  printing.” 

Most  of  the  300  or  so  people  who  came 
to  the  Noe  Valley  Library  for  Yenne’s 
book-signing  party  on  Nov.  19  were  hap¬ 
py  to  meet  the  author  but  sad  that  the  book 
was  sold  out  in  the  first  45  minutes. 

“Even  Harry  Aleo  showed  up  around  7 
p.m.  to  pick  up  an  autographed  copy,  and 
became  a  wee  bit  upset  when  he  learned 
they  were  gone,”  Yenne  laughs. 

Those  of  you  who  were  hoping  to  buy 
the  book  as  a  Christmas  stocking  stuffer 
also  had  trouble,  since  Cover  to  Cover  sold 
out.  Panetti’s  sold  out.  Phoenix  Books 
sold  out.  Just  for  Fun  had  a  book-signing 
with  Yenne  on  Dec.  11,  and  soon  after,  it 
too  sold  out.  Even  Yenne’s  wife  Carol  ran 
out  of  copies  at  Small  Frys.  “We  sold  our 
last  one  on  Christmas  Eve,”  she  said. 

Yenne  is  excited  about  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  response.  He  says  he  has  been 
hearing  from  a  lot  of  former  Noe  Valley 
residents,  who  appreciate  reading  about 
and  seeing  the  photos  of  their  old  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Yenne  attributes  the  big  demand 
“to  people  who  live  here,  or  who  have 
lived  here  in  the  past,  really  wanting  and 
having  an  intense  desire  for  local  history. 
Quite  frankly,  it  is  exciting  to  have  a  pub¬ 
lisher  who  will  cater  to  people’s  craving 
for  their  local  history,” 

Arcadia  has  published  books  about 
2,000  neighborhoods  in  the  U.S.  And 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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Or  *1 

^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

¥  Broiled  Salmon  Burrhus  ¥  Delicious  Chicken  MOLE-’f 
¥  .Wonderful  Enchiladas  ¥  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork  ^ 

¥  Cactus  Burriths  ¥  Fantastic  Grilled  Quesadillas  « 
¥  Grilled  Seafood  Specials  ¥ 

Great  Tacds  ¥  Variety  of  Vecetarian  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales  *  . 

(j/ecAs  Out  yOpatuy  — 

SA~ar  t/&  SAtrst  0/un&// 

¥  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-047 7 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 


415-285-8588 


Week 


State  of  California 

LICENSED 


SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 

Official  California  Smog  Station 

Foreign  &  Domestic  Auto  Repairs 

12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  shuttle  service  to  and  from  BART, 
downtown  SF,  and  nearby  neighborhoods 

Basic  auto  repair  classes  •  Men  and  women  mechanics 
“Do-it-yourself”  membership  available 
DEPENDABLE,  GUARANTEED  WORK  AT  HONEST  PRICES 

Used  car  pre-purchase  diagnostic  inspection  service 
Emission  systems  •  Smog  test  failure  diagnosis  and  repair 
Tune-up  •  Lube  service  •  Regular  maintenance 
Air  conditioning  and  heaters  •  Cooling  systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 
Timing  belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  repairs 
Electrical  problems  •  Rewiring  •  Short  circuits 
Window,  door,  and  vandalism  repairs  •  Four-wheel-drive  service 
Struts,  shocks,  suspension,  and  steering  •  CV  joint  and  axle  service 
Check  engine  light  •  Computer  diagnostics  •  Drivability  problems 
Engine  and  transmission  rebuilding  and  replacement 


INSPECTION  & 
^REPAIR  STATION^/ 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


AUTOMOTIVE 

SERVICE 

EXCELLENCE 


(415)  285-8588 

6  11  Florida  Street 

Between  Harrison  and  Bryant,  near  1 8th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94110 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  AND  ATM  ACCEPTED 


0 

BBB 

“I* 


Free 
Brake 
&  Safety 
Inspection 

($48  value) 


T 


Oil  Change 
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RUMORS 


CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

there  are  five  books  about  other  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  neighborhoods:  the  Castro,  Excel¬ 
sior,  Marina,  Sunset,  and  Ocean  Beach. 
Potrero  Hill  and  Fisherman’s  Wharf 
books  are  in  the  works. 

Yenne  appeared  on  Jan.  31  at  A  Dif¬ 
ferent  Light  Bookstore,  and  will  appear 
at  B.J.  Droubi’s  March  16  fundraiser  at 
her  realty  office  for  the  Noe  Valley  Li¬ 
brary.  He  has  an  April  date,  to  be  deter¬ 
mined,  in  collaboration  with  Strange  de 
Jim  (author  of  The  Castro),  at  Book  Bay 
Main,  in  the  Downtown  Library  on 
Larkin  Street. 

In  case  you’ve  still  got  a  stocking  to 
stuff,  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley  is  back 
in  stock  at  neighborhood  bookstores. 

s  ®  s 

WE  RE  UNDER  THE  MICROSCOPE: 
Last  November,  certain  blocks  in  Noe 
Valley  were  the  subject  of  a  study  con¬ 
ducted  by  U.C.  Berkeley’s  Department  of 
City  and  Regional  Planning  and  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Landscape  Architecture.  Why? 
The  answers  will  be  used,  the  study  said, 
“to  help  us  better  understand  the  urban  de¬ 
sign  characteristics  of  your  street  and 
neighborhood.” 

The  Hillside  Neighborhood  Survey 
asked  many  Sanchez  Hill  residents  to 
name  three  things  they  liked  about  their 
street  and  three  things  they  disliked.  The 
study  also  asked:  Do  you  walk  to  your 
shopping  area?  Do  you  feel  safe?  Do  you 
know  your  neighbors? 

Then  it  inquired  about  the  kinds  of 
views  residents  had  of  the  valley,  the  hill¬ 
sides,  back  yards,  front  yards,  skyline, 
shops,  etc.,  around  their  homes.  The  sur¬ 


vey  included  a  map  of  the  street  and  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  each  house  that  was  included  in 
the  survey. 

According  to  Adam  Weinstein,  one  of 
the  graduate  students  who  directed  the 
survey,  the  departments  chose  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  because  it’s  “a  popular  place  to  study 
the  classic  model  of  a  good  urban  place, 
having  a  mixed-use  commercial  district, 
with  a  varied  housing  mixture  of  single 
and  multiple  dwellings,  well  served  by 
public  transit,  with  a  high  density  of  peo¬ 
ple  although  it  doesn’t  seem  that  way.  In 
urban  planning  circles,  Noe  Valley  is  an 
eminently  livable  place  and  makes  for  an 
interesting  laboratory  study.” 

The  conclusions?  We  like  our  views 
and  we  take  them  very  seriously.  We  like 
our  wide  streets,  but  we  are  very  unhap¬ 
py  about  the  overhead  power  lines.  Noe 
residents  are  happy  they  live  here,  and 
they  form  strong  social  ties  with  their 
neighbors.  Yes,  we  knew  that. 

s  s  s 

DOGGED  DETERMINATION:  The 
Commission  of  Animal  Control  and  Wel¬ 
fare  and  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty’s  mea¬ 
sure  to  create  protections  for  our  dog  pop¬ 
ulation  caused  quite  a  yip  in  Noe  Valley. 
Animal  Care  and  Control  director  and 
Noe  Valley  resident  Carl  Friedman  points 
out,  “There  are  probably  more  dogs  in 
Noe  Valley  than  there  are  children.” 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  on 
Jan.  1 1 ,  the  new  ordinance  (which  has  yet 
to  be  signed  into  law  by  the  mayor)  sets 
out  minimum  requirements  for  food,  wa¬ 
ter,  and  shelter  for  our  canine  compan¬ 
ions.  Doghouses  in  back  yards  must  have 
five  sides  and  raised  floors.  Food  must  be 
wholesome  and  in  a  clean  container,  and 
fresh  water  must  be  provided  in  a  non-tip- 
pable  bowl. 

“We  welcome  this  legislation,”  says 
Friedman,  who  was  pleased  with  the  ele¬ 


vated  public  awareness  caused  by  the 
measure.  “It  will  help  us  complete  our 
mandate  to  prevent  our  animals  from  be¬ 
ing  mistreated.” 

Local  pet  store  people  agree  that  the 
new  law  is  a  great  idea  for  the  dogs  but 
think  it  will  have  little  impact  on  our 
neighborhood.  Animal  Company  manag¬ 
er  Liz  Dimas  says,  “We  have  heard  very 
few  negative  comments  about  [the  new 
law].  Most  of  our  customers  keep  their 
dogs  in  the  house,  not  out  in  their  back 
yards,  so  they  aren’t  affected  by  the  dog¬ 
house  requirements,  and  the  food,  water, 
and  bowls  don’t  seem  to  be  a  problem.” 

Over  at  the  Noe  Valley  Pet  Company, 
owner  Celia  Sack,  who  thinks  the  new 
law  is  a  good  idea,  says  she  has  heard  “a 
lot  of  talk  about  the  law.  Some  customers 
worry  about  Big  Brother  issues.  We 
haven’t  had  any  orders  for  new  compli¬ 
ant  doghouses,  because  very  few,  if  any, 
of  the  dogs  around  here  sleep  in  the  back 
yard.  We  carry  non-tippable  bowls  for 
around  $10,  which  are  a  good  safeguard 
for  the  dog  at  home  alone.” 

Like  Friedman,  Dufty  is  pleased  that 
the  issue  has  raised  awareness  through  the 
media.  Of  course,  the  national  press  was 
barking  that  this  was  an  “only  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco”  kind  of  law,  and  pet  patrols  would 
bust  dog  owners  for  non-compliance.  But 
Bevan  charmed  the  Fogheads  on  KFOG 
radio  in  January,  and  he’ll  be  at  it  again 
as  a  guest  speaker  at  the  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley  meeting  on  Feb.  10. 

®  S  ® 

DIFFERENT  STORES  FOR  DIFFERENT 
CHORES:  You  might  be  interested  to 
know  that  the  Diamond  Heights  Shopping 
Center  is  undergoing  some  big  changes. 
Last  year,  Creighton’s  Bakery  took  over 
the  former  java  joint,  and  it  has  attracted 
many  new  customers.  Then,  at  the  end  of 
December,  Burger  King  surprised  every¬ 


one  by  vacating  its  corner  slot.  The  bur¬ 
gers  will  soon  be  replaced  by  a  taqueria. 
This  March,  Rite  Aid  will  be  closing  its 
store  there,  to  be  replaced  by  another 
drugstore.  Would  it,  could  it  be  Wal¬ 
green ’s?  That’s  the  rumor. 

Down  in  Upper  Noe  Valley  there  are 
some  Church  Street  blues.  It  looks  like 
Trends  hair  salon,  on  Church  at  Clipper, 
has  closed  for  good  after  about  20  years 
on  that  comer.  Danu  women’s  boutique  is 
moving  over  to  Castro  Street,  leaving  its 
Church  and  27th  space  up  for  grabs. 

Rumors  that  the  former  Mikeytom 
store  at  Church  and  Day  has  been  rented 
are  unfounded.  There  was  a  flurry  of  spec¬ 
ulation  when  the  “For  Rent”  sign  came 
down,  but  alas,  the  owner  of  the  building 
only  took  the  sign  down  while  he  was  on 
vacation. 

&  &  & 

KIND  OF  BLUE:  Now  at  last  I  can  give 
you  the  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Elections’  official  results  of  the  Nov.  2, 
2004,  presidential  election — for  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,  that  is.  It  appears  that  Noe  Valley  is 
one  of  the  bluest  neighborhoods  in  the 
bluest  city  in  our  blue  state. 

Of  the  16,760  of  us  who  registered  to 
vote,  14,088,  or  84  percent,  actually  vot¬ 
ed.  John  Kerry  got  over  90  percent  of  our 
votes;  George  W.  Bush  received  8  per¬ 
cent.  Curiously,  90  of  you  voted  for  “no 
one”  for  president. 

Democratic  Senator  Barbara  Boxer 
and  Democratic  House  Leader  Nancy 
Pelosi  both  got  approval  from  90  percent 
of  those  of  you  who  got  that  far  down  the 
ballot.  For  some  reason,  500  voters 
stopped  voting  after  president.  Too  ner¬ 
vous,  I  guess. 

Bye,  kids.  □ 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  •  Build  •  Maintain 

Quality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley  since  1990 

415  821  3760 

www.jtnoyerLindscaping.  com 

LANDSCAPE  CONTRACTOR  LICENSE  725050  PEST  CONTROL  LICENSE  21606 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb's  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


cable  tv 
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internet 


save  up  to 

$180 

your  first  year! 

Limited  time  offer 
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^7RCN 

The  Live  Wire. 
can  1.866.820.7355 

or  compare  prices  at  www.RCN.com 


choose  a  bundle,  save  a  bundle! 

Why  rely  on  multiple  providers?  Simplify  and  save  with  RCN.  Watch  whatever  you  want,  whenever. 
Talk  coast-to-coast  for  hours,  for  less!  Do  the  Web  faster  than  ever.  Rock  and  roll  and  download  all  you 
want.  Play  as  many  games  as  you  can  handle.  And  manage  everything  via  one  easy  statement. 

Choose  better.  Choose  together  from  RCN. 


cable  tv 

phone 

Essentials  CP 

Cut  frills.  Cut  costs.  And 
still  get  all  the  basics. 

$10  Oft  per  month 
for  12  months 

$44/month* 

Full  Basic  Cable  TV 

•  81  Channels 

Unlimited  Phone 

•  Local  calling 

save 

$120 

Power  CP 

Digital  cable,  unlimited 
calling  -  a  great  deal! 

$15  Off  per  month 
for  12  months 

$70/month* 

Digital  Cable  TV  Unlimited  Ptione 

•  112  Channels  •  Local  calling 

•  45  Channels  of  •  3  Phone  features 

digital  music 

•  Access  to  Impulse" 

On  Demand 

Plus,  add  either  1  Premium  Channel  or  unlimited 
regional  calling.  If  both  options  are  chosen,  an  additional 
$10  will  be  added  to  the  bundle  price. 

save 

$180 

•RCN  bundle  offer  expires  3/31/05  and  Is  good  for  first-time  RCN  customers  only.  Special  monthly  promotional  rate  is  good  for  first 
12  months  of  service;  rates  revert  to  standard  bundle  price  thereafter.  Prices  subject  to  change.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offers.  Free 
installation  applies  to  pre-wired  jacks  in  good  working  condition.  Additional  charges  apply  to  new  or  moved  phone  jacks  and  may 
apply  for  additional  cable  jacks  as  well  as  custom  or  non-standard  installation  and  repair  work.  Regional  calling  areas  apply.  LATA 
boundaries  may  apply.  Caller  ID  box  not  included.  One  digital  converter  box  Is  included  with  Power  CP  subscription.  A  digital  converter 
box  is  required  to  order  RCN  Video  On  Demand  and  account  must  be  in  good  standing.  Taxes,  surcharges,  and  fees  will  apply.  A  fully 
configured  1 0  Base-T  Ethernet  card  must  be  installed  In  subscriber's  computer  prior  to  the  installation  of  the  cable  modem;  one  may  be 
installed  for  an  additional  charge  if  necessary.  A  $50  collateral  fee  may  be  required  to  receive  an  RCN  cable  modem  or  converter.  Check 
your  Service  Agreement  and/or  Service  Order  form  for  additional  terms  and  conditions  or  log  onto  www.rcn.com.  No  substitutions.  If  a 
portion  of  the  package  Is  canceled  (by  customer  voluntarily  or  due  to  non-payment),  remaining  service  charges  will  revert  to  a  la  carte 
rates.  Subject  to  taxes,  franchise  fees,  or  other  government-imposed  charges  or  fees.  All  sales  are  subject  to  a  credit  check  and  may 
require  a  pre-payment  of  services.  Other  restrictions  may  apply.  ©  2005  RCN  Telecom  Services,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved. 


11  days  -  Savoie  and  Provanee 
May  23  -  June  2,  2005 


AN  AUTHENTIC  FRENCH 

VACATION 


Stay  in  two  of  Franco's  most 
magnificent  cities  exploring 
those  regions  thoroughly  with 
a  small  friendly  group. 


WWW. 

BellaTerraTravel 

.com 

$10*384-4678 


TRAVEL 
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Outgrown  your  old  home? 

We  will  go  to  the  moon  to  help  you  find  a  new  one. 


4128  24th  Street  San  Francisco.  California  941 14  Telephone  415.550.1300  Fax  415.550.6729 

WWW.BJDROUBI.COM 
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In  September  1992,  writer  Eric  Martin  arrived  in  San  Francisco  to  visit  a  friend,  and  de¬ 
cided  to  stay  for  a  while.  Martin’s  first  home  was  on  hilly  Newburg  Street,  and  the  stun¬ 
ning  views  from  his  porch,  along  with  the  “interesting  collisions”  within  his  Noe  Valley 
neighborhood,  have  now  become  part  of  the  fabric  of  his  second  novel,  Winners ,  to  be  released 
on  Valentines  Day  by  the  San  Francisco  publishing  house  MacAdam/Cage. 

Winners,  a  short  excerpt  of  which  appears  below,  is  the  story  of  chimney  sweep  Shane 
McCarthy  and  his  wife  Lou,  a  young  couple  living  in  Noe  Valley  at  the  height  of  the  tech  boom 
of  the  1990s.  Shane,  a  native  San  Franciscan,  finds  himself  caught  between  two  cultures:  that 
of  the  nouveau  riche  who  are  swiftly  buying  up  real  estate,  and  the  working-class  ethos  of  his 
Sunset  District  youth.  His  wife,  who  works  for  a  dot-com  in  Menlo  Park,  wants  to  concentrate 
on  making  money.  But  Shane  thinks  it’s  time  they  started  having  children. 

As  he  watches  his  city  change,  Shane  gets  involved  in  solving  a  mystery:  A  young  man  with 
whom  he  plays  a  regular  game  of  pickup  basketball  disappears,  leaving  behind  a  bag  of  his  be¬ 
longings.  Shane  tracks  the  20-year-old  to  his  mother’s  home  in  Hunters  Point,  but  the  mystery 
widens.  “The  story  turns  into  something  much  bigger,”  Martin  says.  “It’s  a  mystery  about  the 
city,  about  how  these  different  worlds  within  it 
fit  together,  and  about  the  way  Shane  fits  in.”  Or 
doesn’t. 

A  real  pickup  basketball  game  on  the  blacktop 
at  James  Lick  Middle  School  helped  plant  the 
story’s  seed  for  the  35-year-old  writer.  Soon  after 
he  moved  to  Noe  Valley,  Martin  began  playing  at 
the  school  with  a  group  of  men  who  were  mostly 
in  their  40s.  “They  just  love  the  game,”  says 
Martin.  “I  went  down  there  recently,  and  they’re 


still  playing.  And  they’re  in  their  50s  now!  Those  guys  are  my  heroes." 

Martin  was  also  fascinated  by  what  the  players’  attitudes  told  him  about  Noe  Valley  and, 
by  extension,  San  Francisco.  “[The  neighborhood]  is  more  complicated  than  it  first  appears. 
There’s  a  part  that  seems  homogeneous,  but  there  are  other  parts  that  aren’t  homogeneous 
at  all.  The  people  I  played  basketball  with  were  different  in  their  backgrounds  and  beliefs  and 
characters.” 

Noe  Valley  may  share  San  Francisco’s  eccentricities,  but  “in  a  way,  Noe  Valley  is  far  away 
from  the  rest  of  the  city,”  says  Martin.  “It’s  a  newer  part  of  the  city —  Other  neighborhoods, 
like  the  Sunset  or  the  Richmond,  are  slower  to  change.  There  are  a  lot  of  young  professionals 
and  parents  who  are  attracted  to  Noe  Valley  as  a  place  for  the  next  step  or  the  in-between,  and 
not  just  people  from  other  parts  of  the  country,  but  from  other  parts  of  the  city  as  well.  For 
Shane  and  Lou,  who  are  on  this  cusp  and  who  want  different  things — career  and  kids — they 
want  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  for  different  reasons.  They  see  different  Noe  Valleys.” 

Martin,  a  native  of  Portland,  Maine,  now  lives  with  wife,  Meredith  McMonigle,  in  “that 
joint  between  neighborhoods”  just  off  Mission  and  30th  streets.  McMonigle  teaches  high  school 

history  at  the  San  Francisco  County  Jail.  “She  knows 
a  very  different  San  Francisco,  too,”  notes  Martin. 

Martin’s  first  novel,  Luck,  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  W.  W.  Norton  &  Company  in  2000  to 
critical  acclaim,  will  be  released  in  paperback  the 
same  time  as  Winners.  He’ll  be  reading  and  sign¬ 
ing  both  books  at  Cafe  du  Nord,  2170  Market 
Street,  on  Feb.  1 5  at  8  p.m.  The  $8  event  will  ben¬ 
efit  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House. 

— Olivia  Boler 


Winners 

AN  EXCERPT  FROM  THE  NOVEL  BY  ERIC  B.  MARTIN 


He  parks  at  home  and  walks 
down  to  his  local  grocery 
store  in  the  vein  of  shops  and 
restaurants  that  run  through  the  valley, 
west  to  east.  There’s  everything  you 
could  want  down  there  if  you  have  the 
money.  They  pretend  they  do.  The  peo¬ 
ple  who  live  up  there  with  them  among 
the  Escher-tilted  streets  certainly  do. 
Slightly  stinky  in  his  dirty  clothes,  he 
browses  beside  fit  mothers  and  natty  fa¬ 
thers  picking  out  plump  tomatoes  and 
fresh  halibut  and  entry-level  pinot  noir. 
Lou  still  doesn’t  eat  much  but  has  fast 
recovered  from  a  bout  of  vegetarianism, 
and  he’s  been  having  a  good  time  mak¬ 
ing  up  for  lost  meat:  poking  pork 
chops,  squeezing  chickens,  massaging 
marbled  beef. 

On  his  way  home  she  drives  past 
him,  angling  up  the  street  in  her  sleek 
new  car.  She’s  talking  sternly  to  herself 
or  holding  one  last  communique  via 
hands-free  phone.  The  car  is  particu¬ 
larly  shiny  tonight,  recently  washed 
and  buffed  like  a  leather  evening  shoe. 
She  doesn’t  see  him.  He  stares  after  her 
and  watches  her  pull  in  ahead  of  him 
and  park  on  the  ridiculous  hill.  She 
steps  out  of  the  car  and  he  hides  behind 
a  tree  like  a  comic  book  villain.  She 


marches  toward  the  door  with  her  red 
leather  bag  and  laptop,  her  hair  perfect, 
sunglasses  giving  away  nothing,  her 
face  serious.  She  looks  like  a  real  per¬ 
son.  She  looks  like  the  word  mature. 
She  pins  her  possessions  against  the 
door  with  thighs  as  she  unlocks  and  dis¬ 
appears  inside.  His  pulse  syncopates. 
He  doesn’t  move.  He  is  stalking  his 
wife.  He  watches  their  living  room  win¬ 
dow  up  above  and  pictures  her  first 
strides  through  the  house  alone,  sun¬ 
glasses  coming  off,  her  face  relaxing.  In 
the  kitchen  she  attacks  the  refrigerator 
with  niggling,  fasting  hunger;  moves  to 
the  bedroom  to  pry  herself  free  of  shoes 
and  hose;  hits  the  living  room  and 
cranks  the  stereo  to  blast  her  way  back 
to  their  other  life.  He  waits.  There’s  the 
music,  not  Bach  or  Mozart  but  good  of 
rock  n’  roll.  He  lingers,  hoping  to  see 
the  glass  doors  slide  open  and  his  wife 
step  out  onto  the  little  porch  with  a 
glass  of  cold  white  wine.  After  a  few 
minutes  he  goes  inside. 

Lou  is  sitting  on  the  couch,  staring 
at  silent  images  on  TV  while  listening 
to  her  own  soundtrack  of  three-chord 
din.  She  never  watches  television.  She’s 
still  in  her  work  clothes  but  everything 
is  untucked  and  unbuttoned,  her  edges 
flapping  loose  as  she  comes  undone. 
She  looks  better  now,  an  adult  halfway 
defrocked. 

He  leans  over  to  kiss  her  head  and 
she  recoils  slightly,  like  a  suspicious  cat. 
She’s  in  a  work  coma,  work  has  reared 
back  its  wooden  bat  and  beaten  her  half 
to  death. 

“I  get  you  anything?” 

“No.” 

“Drink?  Heroin?” 

“No.” 

He  comes  back  with  two  beers  and 
puts  one  in  front  of  her  and  the  other 
to  his  lips.  She  leaves  hers  frosting 
smoke. 

“It’s  Friday.” 

“Is  it?”  She  tries  to  sigh  but  yawns  in¬ 
stead,  covering  her  face  with  her  hands. 

He  takes  a  long  pull  on  his  beer.  It’s 


cold  and  perfect,  the  best  thing  he’s  ever 
tasted  in  his  life.  “Did  you  eat?”  This  is 
his  solution.  “You  didn’t  eat.” 

“You  know,  I  just  got  home,  give  me 
a  couple  minutes,  all  right?” 

He  leans  over  to  kiss  her  head  and 
she  recoils  slightly,  like  a  suspi¬ 
cious  cat.  She’s  in  a  work  coma, 
work  has  reared  back  its  wooden 
bat  and  beaten  her  half  to  death. 

“I  get  you  anything?” 

“No.” 

“Drink?  Heroin?” 

“No.” 

He  leaves  her  there  and  shucks  his 
clothes  and  takes  his  beer  with  him  to 
shower  and  blast  the  day  into  the  drain. 
He  decides  not  to  masturbate  and 
shaves  instead,  nicking  himself  twice 
on  the  hinge  between  his  throat  and 
chin  where  he  always  nicks  himself.  He 
waits  without  hurry  for  the  blood  to 
stop,  watching  it  seep  and  bead,  blot¬ 
ting  it  dry.  She  likes  him  better  when 
he’s  bloody  and  smooth.  He  changes 
into  light  cotton  pants  and  a  pale  blue 
shirt  and  finds  her  where  he  left  her  but 
more  upright,  doing  the  crossword 
puzzle,  pen  flicking  across  the  page. 

“Look  at  you,”  she  says.  She  sounds 
improved. 

“Here  I  am.”  He  tries  again  and  this 
time  gets  her,  an  entirely  good  kiss.  “I 
was  gonna  figure  something  out,  food- 
wise.  You  must  be  hungry.” 

“No  way  can  I  be  hungry.  I  have  like 
lunch  three  times  a  day.” 

“Something  light.” 

“All  I  do  is  lunch.  God,  I  feel  so  gross. 
Like  I’m  wearing  a  fat  suit.” 

“You’re  not  wearing  a  fat  suit.” 

“Maybe  I’ll  go  to  the  gym.” 

Paragon,  he  thinks.  Sam.  Stay  on  tar¬ 
get.  “You  gym.  I’ll  make  us  something.” 

“No.  I  loathe  the  gym.  When  I  die, 
they’ll  send  me  to  the  gym  for  all  eter¬ 
nity.”  She  flops  back  against  the  sofa. 
“Man,  I  am  such  a  bitch.  Don’t  you  just 


want  to  slap  me?  /  want  to  slap  me.  I 
want  to  slap  me  silly.”  She  tilts  her  head 
back  and  laughs  wickedly,  the  low 
throaty  staccato  bursting  out  of  her  like 
ground  birds  startled  from  a  bush. 

“Come  on.”  He  has  her  by  the  arm, 
pulls  gently.  “Let’s  go  out  to  dinner.”  If 
he  can  get  her  out  in  public  she  will 
change,  correct  herself.  She  always 
does. 

“No.  Gym.  Plastic  surgeon.” 

“Come  on.”  He  holds  her  there,  half 
suspended  off  the  sofa,  her  eyes  still 
glued  to  the  television,  until  slowly, 
slowly,  he  feels  her  body  giving  in.  He 
lifts  her  to  her  feet  and  puts  his  arms 
around  her  and  finally  she  looks  up 
steeply  at  him. 

“You  like  me,  don’t  you.” 

“Yep.  But  I’ll  slap  you  if  you  really 
want.” 

“I  would  not  blame  you.  I  would  not 
blame  you  at  all.”  She  puts  both  hands 
to  her  face  and  smears  phantom  tears 
back  across  her  cheeks.  “All  right.  I’ll  be 
out  in  a  sec.” 

Excerpt  from  Winners  by  Eric  B.  Martin 
reprinted  with  permission,  MacAdam/Cage, 
San  Francisco. 
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